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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANN. EL 
COAL.’ Fn ng ery cubic feet of gas 
of coal; 26-candle gas; 13} cwt. coke per ton of 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE. 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. FIRE- BRICK 
WORKS, established 1804, FIRE-CLAY SANITARY 
PIPES, CHIMNEY-TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire- 
he The Fire-Clay is worked from Blaydon Main 7. 

ouaiont uality, and no expense spared in pe oe 

FIRE-BRICKS (marked “ nhnea ) 

hay ye pe all parts cf the world, and the Works 
are the most extensive f in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories—Derwenthaugh, Swalwell, and Hebburn 
Quay, near Newcas' -Tyne; and London Wharves— 
Falcon Wharf, No. 80, Bankside; and Honduras Wharf, 
Cubit Town. ‘Large stocks kept. 

Address G. H. Ramsay, Newoa8tLE-on-TYne. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 








These Meters are warranted to measure cor- 
rectly and not to vary. Their ackn. wledged 
superiority has brought them into general use 
ne than any Meters hitherto manu- 


To meet the increasing demand, G. Grover 
axp Co, have just entered on possession of ex- 
bog oo remises adjoining their present Works 

Ranelagh Road, and they are now prepared 
- execute promptly, “4 to any extent. They 
keep in stock all sizes of Meters up to.200 lights. 
In cases of haste, on the receipt of a telegram 
early on one day, "their Meters can be delivered 
next day in any part of England, and in the 
large towns in Scotland, 

Particulars and lists of Prices forwarded on 
application to— 


BANELAGH BROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.; 
236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW; 
oR 
16, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 








COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


"|JOSEPH COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEpAl. was 
awarded at the GreaT Exursirion of 1851, for ‘*Gas- 
Rerorts and oTHER Ossects in Frre-Ciay,” and they have 
also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 
1862, the Prize Mxpat for “Gas-Rerorts, Free-Bricks, 
&e., ‘for EXCELLENCE of QuaLrry.” 

. C. and Co. have been for many years the most extensive 
Manufacturers of F ire-Clay Retorts in the United Kingdom; 
and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts of all shapes and dimen- 
sions, Fire-Bricks, and every other article in Fire-Clay, are 
promptly executed at their Works as above. 


COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sipg, NewcastLE-on-TYNe, 








JOHN RUSSELL AND Cco., 
THE OLD TUBE-WORKS, WEDNESBURY; 


THE ALMA WORKS, WALSALL. _ 
Established at the commencement of Gas Lighting. 
WAREHOUSES: 

69, UPPER THAMES STREET; 

COMMERCIAL 8TREET, SPI" TALFIELDS; LONDON 
5, CHARLES STREET, SOHO; and 

16, SOHO SQUARE, 

35, 36, 37, & 39, GRANBY ROW, MANCHESTER. 

J. R. and Co. are the original manufacturers of Wrought- 
Iron Gas Tubes and Fittings, and Inventors of the LAP- 
WELDED TUBES for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 

J. R. and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings for 
Gas, Steam, and Water; Gun-Metal Cocks, Stocks, and 
Dies; Galvanized Tubes and High-Pressure Tubes, &c. 

Lists may be obtained on application to 


69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. _ 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 


MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN | ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


a mata ord for she aeration of Pole Lampe 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 

















BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK. WORKS, 
NgaR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYRR. 


LLIAM | 001 CARR begs 
most respectfi to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
patronage for several years past, and to int mate that he has 


rebuilt and enla 


his extensive premises for the manu- 
facture of CLA 


he} Scandal une jee h da despatch. 
to execute the largest orders w 
Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, of all and 
sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other articles in F fo 
executed on the shortest notice, and on the most 
terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 

63, Otp Broap Sraeer, City, Lonpon. 


SCOTTISH CANNEL COAL. 
& W. ROMANS, Consulting Gas pe 4 





neers and Coal Factors, of Edinburgh and 
CONTRACT for supplying any quantity of COAL 
A 
They are also Contractors for leasing nab for 
supplyin f erecting, or repairing gas apparatus and fire- 


clay go 

Messrs. “Rouane, being lessees of, Gas-Worka, 
their Cannels teated in the erably woking 
securing for their customers a yg ond micre 
laboratory experiments. 


Analysis, prices, and other information will be forwarded 
- application to their Offices, 8, Forth Street, Epivauren; 
miprenk. Mansion House, ‘Lowpon, or to the “ Crowa 
What” T ” Thomas Street, Limehouse, Lonvon, where stecks 
of ole: steam, and gas coal are always on hand. 
Coal, » machinery, fire goods, &c., shipped to all parts cf 
the wor 


LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, 
AUCHINHEATH COLLIERY, 
LESMAHAGO N.B. 


JAMES FERGUSON & CO, 


LESSEES SINCE 1832. 








LONDON AGENTS: 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO. 
63, OLB BROAD STREET, E.C. 


CONTINENTAL AGENTS: 


LA COUR & WATSON 
LEITH. 





CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


PRIZE MEDALS. (INVENTED & PATENTED IN 1844,) PRIZE MEDALS 
R--eawigaral COMBINING ALL THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, post owe Bone 
PARIS, 1856. MANUFACTURED ONLY BY PARIS, 1067, 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 
238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


THE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


“FOR GOOD WORK.” 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, 





ETC., ETC. 


Twyere Coils for Blast Furnaces, Boring Tubes, Core Bars, Gun-Metal and other Cocks, Boiler Mountings, &e. 
HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS FOR HIGH PRESSURES. 


London Agents: Messrs. JOHN W. O’NEILL & CO., 39, Lombard Street, E.C. 
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HENRY HOWARD %& CO.,, an 


COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBH- WORKS. 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


‘HOWARD’S PATENT IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER; 


Also ORDINARY WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES and FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 
CORE BARS FOR IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, IRON COCKS, &c, 


London Agent—W. G. ‘DAVIS, 2, Brabant ( Court, Philpot Lane, E.C. 











SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, ) 
| , ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS iy 
WROUGHT-IRON me BES AND FITTINGS 
SOLE LICENSEES AND MANUFACTURERS for the United Kingdom of 
THE LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 


For Locomotive, Mariue, and Stationary Boilers, 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &e.; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds, 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 
WAREHOUSES: 
LONDON: No. 157, Upper Thames Street, EC. LIVERPOOL: No. 63, Paradise Street. MANCHESTER: Barlow's Croft, 
Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 








LAMBERT BROTHERS, WALSALL. 
ALPHA TUBE & FITTING WORKS 


A. LAIDLAW AND SON, . 


EDINBURGH GLASGOW. 
distil of 


CONSUMERS IMPROVED WET GAS-METERS, 
THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METERS, 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, in Cast-Iron or Tin-Plate Cases; 
STATION-METERS, ALL SIZES, up to 15 feet Square, with PLANED JOINTS; 


Experimental Meters, Photometers, Pressure-Gauges, 








Governors, Test Holders, &c., &c. M 
LONDON OFFICE: 106, CANNON STREET, E.o ° 
"TRADE MARK. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 4 


The only Prize Medal awarded for TUBES & FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WAREHOUSE: SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, LIMITED, 


PATENTEES & FIRST MAKERS OF WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 
ONLY MAKERS OF HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES. 


MANUFACTURERS OF str 


TUBES and FITTINGS for GAS, STEAM, and WATER; 
LAP-WELDED, LOCOMOTIVE, MARINE, and other BOILER. TUBES ; 
HYDRAULIC TUBES, BEDSTEAD TUBES, WELL TUBES, TELEGRAPH POSTS, "COILS, &e.; 
| GAS-FITTERS TOOLS, VALVES, COCKS, &. 
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THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 


(Established 1822,) 
SPRING HILLB, BIRMINGHAM. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TELESCOPIC & SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
. CAST & WROUGHT IRON TANKS FOR DITTO; 


PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, RETORTS, VALVES; 
IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON RETORT-LIDS, CROSS-BARS, & SCREWS; 
AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF LIVESEY’S PATENT GASHOLDER MAN-LID, 


By use of which Man-lid, inlet and outlet pipes can be examined and cleansed without loss of gas in crown of holder, 
or ingress of atmospheric air. 


ROOFS, GIRDERS, BRIDGES, AND BOILERS OF ALL KINDS. 


Drawings, Specifications, and Estimates supplied on application. 








London Agent: W.G. DAVIS, 2, BRABANT COURT, PHILPOT LANE, E.C. 


WILLIAM SUGG, £93 
GAS ENGINEER. 





Se ee tg CRO / 
CLASSES 24 and 53. CLASSES 13 and $1. 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


IMPROVED LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS. 





VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


MEAD 02 MOUTH PIECE 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE FI -CLAY. 
Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent Til Cold Air is eoelndea from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE FROM CRACKS AND 
CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, rendering them less liable to carbonize, 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 
Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNESS, 60, LOWER GARDINER STREET, DUBLIN. 


, TO ENGINEERS, GAS COMPANIES, RAILWAY COMPANIES, &e. 
THE TORBAY PAINT COMPANY, 








SOLE PROPRIETORS OF 


CALLEY’S GENUINE “TORBAY” PAINT 


AND 


VERESY THE ANTI-GALVANIC PAINT. 


THESE PAINTS ARE SPECIALLY PREPARED, and are most valtable for protecting and arresting rust on all ironwork, AND WILL oe TAA EFFECTUALLY; they adhere 
strongly, acquire great solidity, do not crack, flake off, or blister by heat, and they resist the effects of SULPHUHOUS AND GASEOUS ATIONS. 


They are used extensively ai a large number of GAS-WORKS, on Gasholders, Purifiers, and all classes of Ironwork ; also by Government, Railway Companies, &e, 
Our GIRCULAR will be forwarded on application. SAMPLE CAN; for trial, sent free of charge. 


Works: Brixham, Torbay, Devon, 
STEVENS & CO., 21, GREAT WINCHESTER STREE'T; LONDON; E.C. 
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THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS & FIRE-BRICKS, 


Of every size and shape, and of the best quality; also of White and Coloured GLAZED BRICKS, SANITARY PIPES, &c., &c. 
The F. I. Co, have the exclusive right to make and sell Fraser’s Patent “Ribbed” Gas-Retorts in Fire-Clay. 


In order to meet the constantly increasing demand for their Gas-Retorts, the F. I. Co. have recently made such an addition to their premises as will 
enable them to execute expeditiously the largest home or foreign orders. 


Apply as above, or to the London Offices, 15, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. c. HOLMES & CQO., 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, in use in 
many of the principal Gas-Works on the Continent. 


PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation, 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS, 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application. 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to Huddersfie!d. 
REPERENCES TO UPWARDS OF 300 GAS-WORKS, 


DANIEL HOWARD, 


Successor to the late BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSHE, 
(ESTABLISHED IN 1765,) 


BOILEHR AND GASHOLDER WORKS 


Westbromwich, near Birmingham. 


MANUFACTURER OF TELESCOPE AND SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON TANKS 


FOR DITTO, 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, HYDRAULIC MAINS, 
And all kinds of GAS APPARATUS. 
Wrought-Iron Roofs, Bridges, and Girders; Steam, Hot Water, and 
Range Boilers; Tanks, Cisterns, Xc., 
And all kinds of Wrought-Iron Work. 
DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, and ESTIMATES FURNISHED. 


THORNELORS THORNELOE & COCHRAN, CHANDLER'S 
GAS ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS. T 
THORNELOE’S PATENT VALVE = 


For GAS and WATER, from 3 to 24 inches, 
SUPPLIED FROM STOCK. 
They are now in use at the following Gas- Works in London :— 
PHENIX AND SOUTH METROPOLITAN; 
Also at Aylesbury, Aldershot, Colchester, Farnham, Guildford, Leicester, 
Ilford, Middlesboro’ Patent Gas Company, Reading, &c. 
SOLE MAKERS OF 


CHANDLER AND SON’S 
PATENT REGULATING DIP-PIPE. 


Prospectus, with Price Lists and Particulars, on Application. | 
% <A REGISTER KEPT OF SECOND-HAND GAS APPARATUS, 


EXPERIENCED WORKMEN SENT TO ANY PART OF THE COUNTRY. 


PATENT VALVE. Address, 34, LONDON WALL, LONDON, E.C. parent DIP-PIPE. 
Me. ¥. = 2E AND T, having had T H Oo M A S Pp R Oo UD . 


; ving 
Gas, water, sd sultry improvements eqs to oy Ta eee ee 


he continues to assist ye in the etion of their 103, ICKNIELD STREET E AST, BIRMINGHAM, 


designs, and to obtain for them PROVISIONAL PRO- 
TECTION, whereby their invention may be secured for MANUFACTURER OF 


eee eeonen tee ee WOOD GRIDS 
" See eeaitliadlinn FOR PURIFIERS AND SCRUBBERS, 


Information as to cos oy SU tu! upon 
application te" the Advertiser; 42,” Perliausee Bircer, CONTRACTOR FOR GAS APPARATUS & MAIN-LAYING. 
























































~}—------ 
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THE THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO., 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS, NEAR SHEFFIELD. 








Z 








THORNCLIFFE THORNCLIFFE 


IMPROVED IMPROVED 


BYE-PASS VALVE.| STOP-VALVE; 


Sizes of the Oran orEEs 


THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE. From 8 ins, upwards. From 3 ins, upwards, 





Ins. . | Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins. { Ins. } Ins. 
Bore of Pipe...} 4) 5] 6] 7} 8] 9/{| 10] 12 
Diam. of Body.| 16 | 20 | 23 | 26 | 28 | 31 | 34 | 40 
Height of Tank.| 33 | 35 | 38 | 43 | 46 | 48 | 51 | 56 In all the C t 
Depthof Cover.| 8| 9|10| 11 | 12] 13] 14] 16 ee ee ee ee 


Total height...| 41 | 44 | 48 | 54 | 58 | 61 | 65 | 72 any required pressure. 









































The advantages derived from the adoption of these Valves are so manifest and cardinal that in the immediate character of the 
change—the simplicity of the machine—the facility affording for cleaning out connexions between Valve and Purifier—the perfect 
collection and delivery by suitable overflow of the ammonia, at a greatly diminished depth from ground-line over the old form of 
Valve—the advantage of connecting on the same level, and at any angle, or opposite to each other, the inlet and outlet pipes without 
dip or rise—the clear acquisition of space in the purifying-house, by being able to place the boxes nearer together, the new Valve 
being entirely under the floor—and lastly, though of the greatest importance, the passage of crude and unpurified gas during the 
change is minimized to the merest fraction, thus preventing the fouling by impure gas the delicate machinery and easily affected 
exposed movements of the station-meter, thereby preventing the introduction of the enemy (unpurified gas) into the gasholder. 
Also a dead abutment is offered to all back pressure, imparting thereby to the gauges, governors, and hydraalie seals, a steadiness of 
action never realized with the once famous, but now fast becoming obsolete, Hydraulic Centre-Valve. 


N., C., and Co. also Manufacture and Erect 


PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, GASHOLDERS, ROOFS, 


And every description of Gas Machinery. 
TENDERS GIVEN FOR WORK FIXED COMPLETE IN ANY PART OF THE KINGDOM, 





London Office—34, LONDON WALL, MOORGATE STREET, E.C. 
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FLETCHER AND MURPHY, ~ 
GARRATT STREET WORKS, OLDHAM ROAD, MANCHESTER; 


Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS WET CAS-METERS 


IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER, 


AND 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS; 
STATION-METERS OF ALL SIZES, with PLANED JOINTS; 
GOVERNORS, PRESSURE AND EXHAUST RECISTERS, TEST HOLDERS, 
And all kinds of Experimental Gas Apparatus. 


LONDON ROAD METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE PATENT IMPROVED TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER, 


WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTMENT AND REPAIR, 


The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single Screw. 
GAS-METERS on the WET and DRY principles made in CAST-IRON and TIN-PLATE CASES. 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL & TEST METERS, GAS APPARATUS, &. 


JOHN HALL & CO. 
STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, 








— 








LUMPS, & TILES, 












AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in, CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short Notice. 


DUKINFIELD CANNEL COAL. 
THE DUNKIRK COAL COMPANY. 


OFFICES: 
ASTLEY DEEP PIT, DUKINFIELD. 








ANALYSIS, PRICES, AND OTHER INFORMATION, ON APPLICATION 
AT THE ABOVE OFFICES. 








Established 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and Salt-Glazed Drain-Pipes. 
Lonpon WHARF: 


Wharf No.4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, N.; 


LIVERPOOL—1, Back Leeds Street, 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Pricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
fe Drain-Pipes, 
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TANGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN, 
10, LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, E.C., 


SOLE MAKERS OF 


MORTON’S PATENT SELF-SEALING RETORT-LIDS, 


WITH 


HOLMAN’S PATENT ECCENTRIC FASTENINGS. 


OVER 7000 IN USE. 








* 











(NO LUTING. SIMPLE. 
LIDS HINGED TO ECONOMICAL. 
MOUTHPIECES; | | A ae 
; ; DURABLE 
NO LIFTING ON Selina * ae 
ssyriieinigi > eam 3 : EFFECTIVE. 


NO SCREWS FOR 
FASTENING. 


NO DUPLICATE 
LIDS REQUIRED 





FRONT VIEW. SIDE VIEW. 


These Lids are proved by many eminent Gas Engineers to be the most efficient, saving much time, labour, and expense; are opened 
and closed as quickly and with as little trouble as an ordinary furnace door, and by their use the Retorts are soundly sealed during the 
whole period of carbonization. 

THESE LIDS ARE IN USE AT THE FOLLOWING (AMONG MANY OTHER) GAS-WORKS :— 
The Gaslight Company, Beckton (where | Tne Gas-Works, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. | The Nottingham Gas-Works. 


over 2000 are in use). »» Alliance and Dublin Gas- Works. | ,, Newcastle-on-Tyne Gas-Works. 
» Gaslight Company, Bow Common. »» Edinburgh Gas-Works. | ,, Carmarthen Gas-Works. 
»» London Gaslight Company. »» Manchester Corporation Gas- Works. »» Merthyr Tydfil Gas-Works. 
»» Independent Gaslight Company. »» Salford Corporation Gas- Works. » Ystrad Gas- Works. 
» Phoenix Gaslight Company. »» Rochdale Corporation Gas-Works. | »» St. Alban’s Gas-Works. 
»» South Metropolitan Gaslight Company., ,, Liverpool United Gas-Works. »» Over Darwen Gas-Works. 
» West Ham Gas Company. | » Birkenhead Gas-Works. | », Aylesbury Gas-Works. 


The Morton’s Lid is made circular in form, that being the most convenient and suitable shape. It can be used for Retorts of any 
section, by adapting the Mouthpiece casting from the D, oval, or other shape, at the back, to circular in front. 


The following important Testimonial, among others, has been given :— 
The Gaslight and Coke Company. Engineer's Office, 6, Westminster Chambers, Nov. 14, 1871. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, I have the pleasure of stating that the whole of the Mouthpieces at Beckton have Morton's Lids attached 
to them, and they have given us every satisfaction. We have 2160 in use.—I remain, yours truly, (Signed) F. J, Evans, 





SOLE MAKERS OF 


HUNT'S PATENT EQUILIBRIUM GAS-GOVERNOR. 


In this Governor a Throttle-Valve is substituted for the ordinary suspended Cone, all external 
communication being avvided by placing the Lever or Radius Arm (shown at C on the drawing) 
inside the Valve-Chamber, upon the Disc. The Disc is carried upon stee} centres, upon which it is : 
accurately balanced and turns freely. The friction in working is thereby reduced to a minimum, “pp 
This Governor is extremely sensitive to alterations of inlet or outlet pressure, and renders a large 


actuating holder unnecessary. 





London Gas- Works, Nine Elms, Dec. 25, 1871. 
Gentlemen,—The 18-inch Hunt's Patent Throttle-Valve Governor supplied by you to this Company has been in use for about six months, 
working very satisfactorily ; it obviates entirely the oscillation which sometimes occurs with the ordinary Governors, with the annoyance and danger 
arising therefrom. The efficiency of this Instrument, together with its compactness and lowness of price, ought to ensure its general adoption. 
Messrs. Tangye Brothers and Holman. (Signed) Rozert Morton, Engineer. 





PRICES, WITH HOLDER COMPLETE. 


3-inch. - ° . . . £15 0 0 | 8-inch . . . . . £25 0 0 | 16-inch . . o 7 e £46 0 0 
ees FC eres 5 2S i eee 
Pan © oe oe oe os © «© 910 0). , 60 0 0 
Dies & so Oe Meu oe ose en mms SY 

7 » * © 7 e . 7 24 0 0 | 14 ” . . . . . 42 10 0 | 24 ” ad ° ° a 72 10 0 





CLELAND’S PATENT DIRECT STEAM-JET EXHAUSTERS. 
THORNELOE’S PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
TRAVELLERS AND HYDRAULIC LIFTS FOR PURIFIER-LIDS, &c. 








168 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER: SUPPLY,-& SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, © [March 11, 1873. 





"Leudon 1851. New York, 1853. London, 1862, 





The SIX MEDALS AWARDED to THOMAS GLOVER for 


Q _ PATENT DRY GAS~METERS, 


S2 > i ; The latter being the Highest Medal awarded for 
Shake ji Dry Gas-Meters by the Imperial Commissioners for the ‘ 
Universal Exhibition, Paris, 1867. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO., 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 
LONDON, E.C. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO”’S PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


Ist, Are a remedy for all the defects of Wet Meters; 

2nd, Are suitable for all climates, whether hot or cold; 

8rd, Incur no loss of Gas by evaporation; 

Cannot become fixed by frost, however severe; 

5th, Are the most accurate and unvarying measurers of Gas; 

6th, Prevent jumping or unexpected extinction of the Lights; 

7th, May be fixed either above or below the level of the Lights; 

8th, Cannot be tampered with, without visibly damaging the outer case; 

9th, Will last much longer than Wet Meters; | 

10th, Will not cost more than one-half for repair that Wet or Water Meters do; 


Are upheld for five years without charge. 





7; 
ti 











(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Established 1816. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WET & DRY METERS, 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


PRESSURE REGISTERS, GAUGES, 
EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, GASHOLDERS, &c., &c. 


WATER METERS. 








W. P. & Co, beg to state that they are now prepared to supply Station-Meters with planed joints. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH ll, 1873, 
Hotes upon Passing Ebents. 


THE Railway Traffic and Canal Bill is the most important measure 
that has ever been introduced in relation to companies founded by 
private enterprise to carry out works of public utility. It is intended 
to establish a new tribunal, armed with almost despotic powers 
against the public — it is designed to onan Snes and 
tax. But perhaps, before oot any comments, it will be best to 
give a condensed summary of the Bill, “‘ prepared and brought in by 
“ Mr. Chichester Fortescue, Mr. Childers, and Mr. Arthur Peel.” It 
1s “ A Bill to make better provision for carrying into effect the Rail- 
“way and Canal Traffic Act,” which, it may be remembered, made the 
duty of judges or arbitrators to be selected for the occasion to settle 
certain questions. Three commissioners to be appointed by sign 


manual are to hold office during Her Majesty’s pleasure, “ one of 
“whom shall be of experience to the law, and one of experience in 





“ railway business;” what the third is to be is not defined; also 
not more than two assistant commissioners. The chief commissioner. 
to receive £3000 a year; the two other commissioners, each £2000 a 
year; and the assistant commissioners, each £1500 a year. All the 
powers of the Board of Trade, of courts and judges, conferred by the 
Railway and Canal Act of 1854, to decide on complaints of any 
breach of section 2 of that Act, to be transferred to the commissioners. 
The commissioners are to have power to call on the companies for 
explanation before proceeding against them on an ez parte state- 
ment. All cases of difference between companies, which under 
present Acts, are now referred to arbitration, are to be settled 
by the new commissioners. All the powers of the Board of Trade 
for the regulation of railways and conveyance of troops, and 
decisions on traffic arrangements between connecting railways 
(6 & 6 Vict., cap. 55); the powers with respect to the approval 
of working agreements between railway companies; also the exer- 
cise by railway companies of their powers, as to steam-vessels are to 
be transferred to the commissioners. ‘The Bill takes away from 
all existing railways the power of making ape es with the Post- 
master-General for the conveyance of mails, or of claiming an arbitra- 
tion in case of a difference as to the rate of charges. It is proposed 
that it be enacted that the railway companies shall be bound to convey 
any mails tendered by the Postmaster-General by any trains he 
selects, whether they are under the charge of a mail-guard or not. 
“ They shall receive and deliver them without requiring them to. be 
“ booked; and where the mails are in charge of a guard, they shall 
“permit him to receive and deliver them himself, and also render 
“him any aid he may require.” The Postmaster-General may 
put on an apparatus enabling mails to be exchanged without stop- 
ping the train, and require any railway company to attach to any 
of their carriages an apparatus for the same purpose within twenty- 
eight days after receiving notice to that effect. Any difference as to 
remuneration between the Postmaster and any company is to be re- 
ferred to the commissioners for their decision, and ‘‘the commissioners 
‘* shall fiz such remuneration at a rate as nearly as possible equal to 
“ that charged to the general public for a similar service.” These 
provisions are to apply to steam-vessels employed by railway com- 
panies. By an amendment of the Act of 17 & 18 Vict., cap. 31, sec. 2, 
as to through traffic, itis proposed to enact that traffic on continuous 
lines of railway and canals shall be forwarded without preference, 
obstruction, or unreasonable delay. “Books are to be kept at each 
“ station showing every rate chargeable for the carriage of traffic 
“ other than passengers and their luggage, and such book shall dis- 
“ tinguish how much of each rate is for carriage by railway or canal ; 
“how much for unloading, loading, covering, collection, delivery, 
“ and other expenses.” No railway company is to have power to make 
any agreement with a canal company as to rates and tolls without 
the sanction of the commissioners. Every railway company havin; 
the management of any canal shall be bound to keep it in thoroug 
navigable repair. This is a tribunal of an entirely novel character. 
There are powers not only of regulation, but of taxation, never before 
granted to such an entirely irresponsible tribunal. But, looking at 
the manner in which the Bill was received by the House, and lookin 
also at the fact that it takes nothing from the public, an 
professes to considerably tax railway companies for the bene- 
fit of the public, we should deceive our friends if we did 
not say that this Bill is very likely to become, with certain 
modifications, an Act of Parliament. The railway companies will 
do well to direct their efforts to two points of very unequal import- 
ance. The first is to press forward their claim to be relieved from 
the taxation on passengers, which, since the repeal of the duties on 
post-horses, has become altogether exceptional. Railways pay their 
full share of the income and property taxes, without grumbling and 
without trouble; they also not only largely raise the value of the 
property they intersect, but contribute inordinately to the local 
rates. The shareholders have a strong claim to the repeal of the 
whole of the passenger-tax, but they have an irresistible claim to 
the withdrawal of the claim for a tax on their third-class carriages, 
which, attached to ordinary trains, give more than parliamentary 
advantages to the humblest travellers. But a much more important 
point is purely personal. ‘The Bill once converted into an Act, 
everything will depend on the character of the first commissioners 
who will create the precedents for future decisions, Supposing the 
lawyer was of the calm, impartial character of Mr. Hope Scott, who, 
we regret to hear, is not likely again to appear in public—if the 
post of commissioner experienced in railways was accepted by one 
of the several eminent names that adorn the council of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers—if the third person was an official trained in the 
school of Earl Granville, or endowed with the temperament of the 
Vice-President of the Council of Education, the Right Honourable 
William Forster—then those who had vested interests in railways 
might sleep in peace. But let us suppose that the lawyer was Mr. 
Ayrton, pitchforked out of the House of Commons and Board of 
Works, and the railway expert one of the military inspectors, and 
the official Mr. Gore, transferred from the Woods and Forests, then 
railway managers must prepare for organized despotism and inso- 
lence, and shareholders for confiscation performed in the purest 
forms of red tape. It would be equally silly and indecent ber the 
powerful railway interest to suggest a partisan nomination; but if 
they are wise they will be prepared to press upon the notice of the 
Cabinet some man whose character is above suspicion and whose 
sgn is of the largest—a great engineer, whose fortune would 
induce him to retire on a post of dignity, would be a very proper 
person. 

Since Don Quixete, we have had no one like Lord Elcho. 
Although he has long ceased to b> a Whig, he retains the u- 
liarity attributed to that party by Sidney Smith, of building brick 
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yalls to run his head against. The Metropolitan Board, who have 
long had the subject before them, consider that a broad street 
hansen Northumberland House to the Embankment would draw 
a good deal of western traffic by that new route to the City. 

ey have had many plans before them, and that is their final con- 
clusion. The Duke of Northumberland, who owns the house, is 
willing to sell it, and he has twosons who are in the entail, who also, 
it is presumed, have no objection to part with a property which has 
long lost its distinction as “Aétel entre cour et jardin.” Cun- 
ninghame’s ‘“‘ Handbook of London” says there is nothing extraor- 
dinary worth seeing, except a piece of carpenters work—the ramp 
of the staircase balustrades. For picturesqueness, it is not to be 
compared to many a mansion in the suburbs long since converted 
into schools or lunatic asylums. Street improvements have not 
spared churches of choice specimens of architecture. The Midland 
ailway Station stands on one of the oldest churchyards of London. 
But Lord Elcho, more zealous for the Percys than the Duke of 
_Northumberland, and disgusted at the idea of laying bare the ugly 
railway bridge at Charing Cross, actually divided the House on a 
motion that meant that the Duke should not be allowed to sell his own 
property without a committee’s first listening to Lord Elcho’s ideas 
on architectural taste. Against his views he found Mr. Gladstone 
and Mr. Disraeli; Lord John Manners (the late), Mr. Ayrton (the 
present) Commissioner of Works, Colonel Wilson Patten (chairman 
of the Private Bill Selection Committee), and the very essence of Con- 
servative common sense; and with these names of authority, a 
majority of 186. But Lord Elcho is not satisfied. He threatens to 
appeal to the House of Lords against the decisions of the Duke of 
Northumberland and the Metropolitan Board. Can the force of per- 
versity go farther? Without venturing to say that this is the 
very best opening on to the Embankment, or the only one needful 
to be made, at any rate it is the one selected, after long investi- 
tion, by a committee with all the facts and plans before 
them. Weare called on to sympathize with an opposition based 
on reverence for a mansion which has no architectural merit 
except size, no antiquity, and which, into the bargain, is never 
seen except the front view, which presents windows in carpenters 
style and a plaster lion. Mr. Stanford, the map-maker, objects, 
but this is natural; the alteration may [injure, and can scarcely 
benefit, his shop, but Parliament has not been in the habit of con- 
sidering such objections where public improvements are concerned. 
Tf the delicate feelings of Lord Elcho and Mr. Beresford Hope are to 
be considered whenever an old house is to be pulled down, why not 
§° farther, and refer to Mr. Ruskin, who curses steam power as the 
lemon of modern civilization. Colonel Hogg and the Metropolitan 
Board deserve credit for having designed a great and economical 
improvement, assisted by the wise liberality of the Duke of Northum- 
berland. Lord Lytton wrote a novel called “ What will he Do with 
“Tt?” What will any administration of any politics do with such 
an official as Lord Elcho, who believes in himself only, and no one 
else ? 

Since our last “Notes” were published we have had another great 
fall of snow, which, fortunately, disappeared within 24 hours, without 
taxing the mechanical ingenuity of the Metropolitan Board of Works 
or the City Commissioners of Sewers. A month earlier it may be 
doubted whether, while a host of ingenious schemes for disposing of 
snow would have melted, a great deal of parochial indignation in 

arishes that do not contract for scavenging would have frozen up. 
Mr. G, J. Symons, writing to a contemporary from Camden Square, 
brings the difficulty down to weights and measures in a manner 
that it may be useful to reproduce next or at some future winter 
weather :— 

The fall on the 24th was abo t 5 in. deep, that at the beginning of the month 
was 7in. The following calculations are based on a fall of 6in. of ordinary 
snow, which will equal half an inch of rain, and weigh almost exactly 50 tons 

r acre. 

Next let us take the area of London, excluding but the busiest portion. From 
Hyde Park Corner to the London Docks is four miles, and from the Houses of 
Parliament to the Euston Station about 24 miles. This gives 10 square miles, 
= is the smallest area which can at all fairly be held to represent the metro- 

O18, 
7 As there are 640 acres in a mile, it is evident we have to deal with 6400 acres, 
which, with 50 tons to the acre, gives 320,000 tons as the weight of the snow 
mantle over the central part of London. 

It is, however, the streets alone that it is the duty of our parochial authorities 
to clear, and I know of no data as to the ratio of street area to total area. 
should think it is about one-seventh, but, supposing it to be only one-tenth, there 
would be, even at the lowest estimate, 32,000 tons to be got rid of. 

As to the cost of melting it, with coals at their present price, the proposal 
seems to me unworthy of inquiry. 

The bulk of the snow-fall in the central portion of the metropolis above de- 
scribed would have been a respectable mountain ; for, if placed on one acre of 
ground it would have reached to an altitude of 3200 feet, or that of the summit 
of Helvellyn! 

A letter which appeared the other day in Zhe Times, on the sub- 
ject of railway management, under the signature of “ X,” is certainly 
one of the most astounding specimens of ignorant impudence since 
Mr. Edwin Chadwick proposed to supersede Robert Stephenson and 
his school of engineers, at once practical and scientific, by surveyors 
who accepted his dicta for both science and practice. The writer 
says: “The education of English engineers, as compared with their 

‘continental brethren, has been notoriously defective in the scien- 
“‘ tific elements upon which it should be chiefly based. The result 
“has been that our engineers have overcome difficulties by expendi- 
“ture rather than by ingenuity.” The history of the public works 
of the last forty years proves that exactly'the reverse has been the 
case. When Mr. Locke, as engineer, and Mr. Brassey, as contractor, 
began to.introduce railways in France, their great difficulty was in 
the offieial engineers, trained on a purely scientific routine, who 
igsisted .on works heing built much more expensively and solidly 








| public opinion in parliamentary debates. 


than experience had proved to be ween When the engineers 
of the Ecole Polytechnique found that a viaduct which had been con- 
demned by @ priori reasoning continued to stand, they loaded it with’ 
sand, and then wetted the sand. It still stood, and Mr. Locke, who 
had positively refused to be guided by official advice, did not forget 
to relate the story at a banquet at Rouen. In more recent times, an 
English engineer, who had a reputation for iron bridges, repeatedly 
found the plans of one bridge copied—that is, borrowed—for another 
river, and applied with 20 and even 30 per cent. more strength than 
was required for a narrower span. With English engineers employed 
by every country in the world, or Americans (who certainly do not 
err on the side of scientific training), with an engineering literature 
created out of descriptions in French and German of English work, 
this is really too impudent. The great obstruction to the execution 
of the public works so much needed in Italy lies in an official corps 
of highly-educated and unpractical engineers. The French superin- 
tending engineer at the Suez Canal was trained in England. The 
writer thinks people have forgotten where the men were trained 
who created our canal and railway system, while French and German 
engineers were stuffed with naked science. 

Mr. Charles Forster’s motion for commencing the business of Par- 
liament in November, was something like proposing that English- 
men of all classes should begin their dinner as Frenchmen do, with 
soup and a pound of bread. It would probably be economical and 
wholesome to dine so, but then the majority of Englishmen object 
to soup as the principal constituent of the meal. ‘To get away from 
London and the. House of Commons in the leafy month of June, and 
from the country in damp November is very pretty in theory, if it 
could be done. ‘The probability is that the change would only have 
the effect of taking Novembcr, December, and January from the 
time during which the members prepare measures for Parliament, 
and wipe off the arrears created by the time employed in forming 
But as, from time imme- 
morial, it has been the custom for those who have land in the 
country to live there in winter, entertain their friends, distribute 
coals and blankets, and enjoy field sports, or receive those who do, it 
would be found that custom was stronger than law, and that a 
November Parliament meant a thin Parliament chiefly composed 
of officials in the present and officials in the future, assisted by half 
a dozen gentlemen like Mr. Forster and Mr. Goldney, whose chief 
happiness is to be found under the roof of the Palace of Westminster. 

According to all the signs of the times—although nothing can be 
less trustworthy than such signs—the reign of the present ministers 
is drawing toa close. Their successors not following the same foot- 
steps, but compelled by the spirit of the age to march in parallel 
lines, will take up reforms to which no party character is attached. 
More prominent amongst these are law reforms. A Cabinet which 
shall contain the Earl of Derby and Lord Cairns must be strong 
on such questions. If they would secure the support, temporary 
or otherwise, of those financial reformers on whose lips the 
word economy is ever dwelling, they will certainly direct their 
attention to departments of the criminal law as administered in 
towns which have the advantage of stipendiary magistrates, as well 
as to the wasteful extravagance which continually applies the force 
of a legal elephant to crush a criminal fly. It was our misfortune 
not long since to be on one of the grand juries serving within the 
metropolis—to be one of eighteen persons, nearly all of whom had 
serious occupations at home, to whom was committed the task of re- 
viewing the decisions of the experienced lawyers who preside at the 
various police courts of London. About seventy Bills were brought 
before us, all of which, with one exception, were found true Bills. 
In every case, at least one policeman and from two to four witnesses 
were called on to repeat, behind the back of the prisoner, the evidence 
on which the committing magistrate had found a case for com- 
mittal. Thus, where an unfortunate shopkeeper had caught a thief 
with eighteenpenny worth of pork in his pocket, he had first to 
attend and lose at least one day before the magistrate, then two 
days before the grand jury, and at least a fourth day in the criminal 
court with his witnesses. No wonder that the poor shopkeeper ex- 


| claimed, “ I would sooner have given the rascal half-a-crown, and the 


| “ pork too, than have wasted all this time.’ 


Where uneducated or 


| self-educated magistrates administer the law, there may be good reasons 





for protecting the liberty of the subject; but the grand-jury system in 


I | the metropolis is a farce, and a very expensive farce too. Then, again, 
| on the question of expense, why should the country be put to the ex- 


pense of prosecuting a prisoner whopleadsguilty before the magistrate, 
with the privilege of retracting that plea before.a jury ? The powers 
of summary conviction by one stipendiary magistrate, or by a, special 
court composed of two, might be extended with great advantage in 
time and money, and without any danger to the liberty of the subject. 
The punishment of juvenile criminals is also conducted with needless 
forms and wasteful extravagance. Two. boys, eleven years old, al- 
most uneducated, accused of stealing a till, were under the present law 
sent before a jury, although caught in the fact, “ because a great’ 
‘many tills had been stolen.” They were convicted, after all the 
formality of a grand jury and a trial, sentenced to a short imprison- 
ment, and to be flogged with a birch rod. If a magistrate has not 
the power to adjudicate in such a case, and send to a reformatory, he 
ought to have it. After all this expensive legal fuss, the same boys 
would, no doubt, be found in the streets the day after their discharge, 
pursuing their only means of existence—larceny. In another case 
all the machinery of grand jury, judge, and jury was put in motion 
to.punish a boy who had given himself up to the police after em- 
bezzling half-a-crown, which he had spent in sweets! And in a 
third case a mother, married a second time, succeeded, with the help: 
of the police, one stipendiary magistrate, one grand jury, one judge, 
assisted by several magistrates, a jury, and a prosecuting counsel, in 
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convicting her nephew and her son by the first marriage of stealing 
two fowls, value three shillings. The elder of these children was 
thirteen. Probably they were proper subjects for a reformatory, but 
surely under the circumstances of a confession the end might have 
been obtained at less waste of time and less cost in law. Here, then, 
is a fine growth of legal abuse for the pruning-knife of the law and 
financial reformer, 


PROVISIONAL ORDERS FOR 1873. 

Tur Abersychan Gas Order is to empower the Abersychan Gas Com- 
pany to maintain and continue works for the supply of the district of 
the Abersychan Local Board. The capital of the company is not 
to exceed £8000 without further authority. Gas of 14-candle 

ower is to be supplied at a price not exceeding 6s. per 1000 feet; 
but an additional 1s, per 1000 feet may be added to the charge to 
any consumer who does not pay within 28 days after the expiration 
of a quarter. The Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1871, is incorporated. 

The Fleetwood Gas Order is to empower the Fleetwood Gas Com- 
pany, Limited, to maintain and continue works for the supply of the 
town and district of Fleetwood. The original capital of the company 
is £10,000, and this order will authorize them to raise £20,000 addi- 
tional, the dividends on which are limited to 6 per cent. or 7} per 
cent., according as the shares issued are preference or ordinary. 
14-candle gas is to be supplied at the maximum price of 6s. 3d. per 
1000. 

The Ilford Gas Order is to empower the Ilford Gaslight and 
Coke Company to maintain and continue works for the supply of 
Great Ilford Ward, a part of the parish of Barking. The original 
capital of the company is £5000, and the Order will authorize them 
to raise another £5000, the dividend on the latter being limited to 
6 per cent. or 7 per cent. Gas of 14-candle power is to be supplied, 
at a price not to exceed 6s. per 1000, 

The Leominster Gas Order will give authority to the Leominster 
Gas and Coke Company, Limited, to maintain and continue works for 
the supply of the borough and parish of Leominster. The capital 
of the company is £9000, and no power to raise further capital is 
asked, Gas is to be supplied of 14-candle power, and the price is not 
to exceed 5s, 10d. per 1000 feet. The gas is to be tested in accordance 
with the provisions of the Gas- Works Clauses Act, 1871. 

The Midsomer Norton Gas Order is to authorize the Midsomer 
Norton Gas and Coke Company, Limited, to construct, maintain, and 
continue works for the supply of the parish of Midsomer Norton, in 
the county of Somerset. The capital of the company is £4000. It 
is proposed to supply gas of 12-candle power, at a price not to exceed 
7s. (unless the Board of Trade shall authorize a higher charge) per 
1000 feet. 

The Monmouth Gas and Water Order, so far as it relates to gas, 
will give authority to the Monmouth Gas and Water-Works Com- 
pany, Limited, for the supply of gas in the parishes of Monmouth 
and Dixton. The capital of the company is not to exceed £14,000. 
It is proposed to te. gas of 14-candle power, at a price not to ex- 
ceed 7s. per 1000 feet. 

The Oakengates and St. George’s Gas Order will empower the 
Oakengates and St. George’s Gas and Water Company to maintain 
and continue works for the supply of several parishes and parts of 
parishes in the county of Salop. The original capital of the com- 
pany is £6000, and this order will authorize the rising of £4000 
additional, the dividends on the latter being limited to 7 per cent. or 
6 per cent., according as the shares issued are ordinary or preference. 
Gas of 14-candle power is to be supplied, and the price is not to 
exceed 6s. per 1000 feet. 

The Redditch Gas Order will give authority to the Redditch Town 
and District Gas Company, Limited, to maintain, continue, and 
enlarge works for the supply of Redditch and some neighbourin 
parishes in the counties of Worcester and Warwick. The origin 
share capital is £20,000, and the Order gives no power to raise 
additional capital. Gas of 14-candle is to be supplied, and the price 
is not to exceed 5s, 6d. within a radius of one mile from the works, 
nor 6s. beyond such distance. 

These Orders, when confirmed by a general Act, will give full 
statutory authority to the several companies, The Gas-Works 
Clauses Acts, 1847 and 1871, are in all cases (except as varied) 
incorporated in the Orders, and in most cases the Lands Clauses Acts 
also. In some of the Orders a provision is introduced requiring the 
company to pay interest on money deposited by way of security. 











Circular to Gas Companies. 





THE result of the interview of a numerous deputation from provincial 
gas companies with the President of the Board of Trade, on Wed- 
nesday last, respecting the proposed Gas- Works Clauses Act Amend- 
ment Bill, was not so satisfactory as we could have wished. The 
right honourable gentleman seems to hold out no hope that the 
Government will assist the companies in obtaining the relief they 
seek; but it is a matter on which he will, of course, consult his 
colleagues. By ing the provisions of the City of London Gas 
Act, 1868, quoted by Mr. Baxter in his address to the president, 
Parliament distinctly recognized the right of a company to the maxi- 
mum dividend; but proba ly no one of the companies represented 
would ask, in case a revision were granted, for. such a price as 
would allow the maximum dividend to be paid, at all events if it 
were 10 per cent. With many of them it is not a question of. maxi- 
mum dividend, but, as in the case of the Weymouth Company, of 
any dividend at all; and Parliament can hardly. expect that com- 
panies can go on making without profit. The request, then, for 
power to make such an advance of price as will enable companies to 





pay some fair dividend is quite reasonable, and deserves to be enter- 
tained. The distinction which the president drew between the pro- 
vincial companies, which have power to accumulate a reserve-fund, 
and the metropolitan company, which has not, is more apparent than 
real; for, as a matter of fact, very few, except the larger provincial 
companies, have any reserve-fund. Nor would it be likely that 
any company having a reserve would apply for a revision of price 
until such fund was exhausted. The measure of relief is sought for 
companies who, charging their maximum price, and having no reserve- 
fund to fall back upon, are unable, under present circumstances, to pa 

such a dividend as would be fair interest on the capital capitol 
We do not contend that the legislation has guaranteed the maximum 
dividend, although such an argument might be supported by the 
City Act of 1868. Ten per cent., as Mr. Baxter urged, is little 
enough, considering the risks of the business; but it is a limit and 
nothing more, Still it must be remembered that the prices fixed 
upon have been calculated to yield the 10 per cent., and the Legisla- 
ture has agreed to them. And now, when the cost of materials and 
labour has so advanced as to make it impossible for many companies 
to earn, not the 10 per cent., but anything approaching to it, we 
contend that the time has come when a reyision of these prices may 


be reasonably asked for. We think it possible that the course of the. 


president may be guided by the fate of the Bills now in Parliament 
to enable some companies to advance their prices according to the 
cost of coal. There can be no doubt that Parliament will readily 
acquiesce in such an equitable proceeding; and the President of the 
Board of Trade will then be convinced that a simple general z\ct 
like that proposed by the Gas and Water Companies Association will 
be far better for the public than putting a host of companies to the 
expense of applying for special Acts next year. 

The Gaslight and Coke Company (Chartered) have published a 
statement showing the probable increase in their expenses during the 
current year, and the sum required to pay their 10 per cent. divi- 
dends, and to set aside for their insurance-fund. Estimating the 
quantity of coal to be carbonized as the same quantity carbonized 
last year—viz., 475,000 tons—and deducting the estimated value of 
residual products, they show that the probable increase in the cost of 
coal alone will amount to no less than £102,600. The advance in 
wages, in the price of iron, &c., and some special disbursements, will 
bring up the special increase, so far as it can at present be ascertained, 
to the sum of £139,600. To pay only the 10 per cent. dividends, 
£172,700 will be required, and to invest 1 per cent. for the insurance- 
fund on the paid-up capital of £3,150,000, will take £31,500 more. 
Thus, estimating the net profit the same as last year—viz., £156,400 
—the estimated special increase in expenses will deprive the company 
of the power of paying 10 per cent., or creating the insurance-fnnd (to 
which nothing has been paid out of profits, although £30,000 
stands to its account), unless the scale of illuminating power 
or price, or both, be revised, and the company ask that the price 
may be increased accordingly. The increase suggested is 1s. per 
1000 feet, which, on last year’s consumption, would produce 
£192,155, a little more than the sum required to pay the statutory 
dividends and invest for the insurance-fund. But an increase of 
1s. per 1000 would set the metropolis in an uproar from one end 
to the other. The alternative of a reduction of illuminating power 
with a smaller increase of price must still leave the company in diffi- 
culties with their shareholders, while it would leave consumers as 
much dissatisfied, though they might not recognize any alteration in 
the gas. The financial situation of the company is, no doubt, per- 
plexing, and we shall wait with much curiosity for the proceedings 
before the commissioners on the revision. 

There is one point we may mention here on which the President 
of the Board of ‘Trade appears to be mistaken. He seems to be of 
opinion that, under the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, no metropolitan 
company can raise the price of gas above 4s. 6d. per 1000. But 
section 40 of that Act, while fixing the maximum ‘price, under 
ordinary circumstances, at 4s. 6d., provides that if there has been 
such increase in the cost of gas, or any other circumstance, as will 
warrant such advance, the company, after certain proceedings, may 
charge 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. It is under this section that the Char- 
tered Company ask for the additional 1s. per 1000. 

Not unamusing is the circumstance that The Gaslight and Coke 
Company have presented a petition against the Bill which the Im- 
perial Company are promoting to obtain general powers for amal- 
gamation with other mefropolitan companies. ‘Lie former company 
seem to think that they alone should have the power to absorb other 
companies. It might be thought that they had seen enough of 
amalgamation to be willing to leave others to pursue the same 
course if they felt inclined. We must confess that we do not 
understand the policy of the directors of the Chartered Company, 
unless their desire be to absorb all other undertakings, in order to 
sell the collective concern to the first metropolitan corporation that 
presents itself as a purchaser. 

The proceedings of the newly-formed Municipal Association will 
certainly require to be narrowly watched. They have opened their 
—— with great boldness, and perhaps we ought to thank them 
for their candour. “ They demand nothing less than the repeal of all 
the clauses of the Municipal Corporations (Borough Funds) Act, 
which we look upon as essential safeguards. First of all, they wish 
to get rid of the clause which requires the approval of an absolute 
majority, not of the members of a Town Council or Local Board pre- 
sent at a meeting, but of the whole governing body, before any extra- 
ordinary expenses can be incurred. What valid objection can be 
brought against this — we altogether fail to see, It stands in 
the way of hole-and-corner proceedings, and prevents important 


motions being carried by a trick, and so is probably distasteful to 
many members of Corporations ; but it isalmost as great a protection 
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to ratepayers as the next section, which the association is also anxious 
to get repealed. This requires the sanction of owners and occupiers 
before expenses can be legally incurred, and necessitates a poll of 
the ratepayers. We fail to see any grievance in this. Mr. Leeman 
admits that it would be impossible to pass the amendments proposed, 
unless the ratepayers in small towns were given some voice in 
the matter; but why should the ratepayers in small towns alone 
have a voice? Are the councillors or members of Local Boards 
in small towns more given to litigation and extravagance than those 
in large boroughs? We rather think not, and believe it more neces- 
sary to poll a large town than a small one. It is asked why the 
provision was not applied to London and the metropolitan district ; 
and we may repeat the question, for we are certain that such a pro- 
vision in the. City of London would exercise a most wholesome 
influence on the Corporation. Then there is another clause strongly 
objected to—that one which requires expenses incurred to be allowed 
by some person appointed by the Secretary of State or Local Govern- 
ment Board. This is held to strike at the root of the principle of 
local self-government. It is not to be supposed, however, that any 
central authority would object to expenses incurred with the sanc- 
tion of a majority of the ratepayers, although central authority 
might sometimes be very properly exercised to protect a minority. 
Lastly, there is the clause which prevents a Corporation from apply- 
ing to Parliament for power to supply gas and water where there is 
an existing company with statutory powers, and this the Corpora- 
tions wish to have repealed. The fact comes out very strongly in 
Sir Joseph Heron’s speeches that this agitation is directed against 
gas and water companies, who, now being forewarned, will be fore- 
armed. The Home Secretary promised that the matter should be 
brought before the Government, who would do their best to relieve 
the alleged objectionable measure of any unjust provisions it may 
contain. Perhaps, when the Government come to consider the 
matter, they will arrive at the conclusion that there are no unjust 
provisions to remove. 

We are sorry to see, from the report of the meeting of the Dover 
Company, that a gas company can behave almost as badly as a Cor- 
poration. For upwards of 30 years that company managed their own 
works with but little success. Their price was high, their profits 
were small, and the consumption of gas did not extend. They then 
decided to lease their works, and in the hands of enterprising lessees 
prices were reduced, better gas was supplied, the consumption was 
largely increased, the company paid better dividends, and, moreover, 
invested £10,000 in new works. But hard times have come upon the 
lessees. It is difficult to make a profit ~ f the manufacture of gas in 
these days, and the lessees seek to cancel their present contract and 
make another for an extended period, at an advanced price for 14-candle 
gas, providing, however, for a reduction in price as the cost of coal goes 
down. ‘The proposal is reasonable enough, but there are those in the 
company who have got it in their heads that the lessees have made“im- 
“mense ” profits,and now seem anxious to secure these supposed profits 
for the company. Of course a contract is a contract, and if a real 
majority of the company decide so, the lessees must abide by their bar- 
gain as long as thecontract exists. But this was not the way Messrs. 
Anderson and Jones acted some yearsago, when times were prosperous, 
and they made the voluntary and unasked-for surrender of 2d. per 1000 
feet for the benefit of the public and the company, and so threw 
away the opportunity of making the ‘immense profits” they are 
now accused of having pocketed. Surely, with a little right feeling 
on the part of the company this dispute may be settled at once. As 
far as we can gather from the local press, the feeling of the Dover 
public is strongly in favour of the lessees. But if the company per- 
sist, the lessees will have no option but to fall back on the original 
agreement, and supply 12-candle gas at a minimum of pressure, the 
unfortunate victims being the unotfending gas consumers of Dover. 

Our readers will peruse the speech of Mr. Richards at the meeting 
of the Imperial Company with much interest. It will be seen that 
he takes a very hopeful view of the prospects of the company, though 
he does not pretend to forecast the future. The times are critical, 
and this expression of confidence will be encouraging to other com- 

ies. Mr. Richards’s vivid description of the works at the time of 
the stokers strike, and racy account of “recent” inventions, will 
afford much amusement. As regards the “incorruptible Jupiter of the 
“ press ” and one of these latter, we may mention that in a paragraph 
we print in another ge The Times distinctly leads its speculating 
readers to suppose that the “new gas” scheme is at once to be ap- 
plied at the Chichester Gas-Works, the fact being that only a trial 
on a small scale is to be made there. Mr. Richards is evidently not 
much in love with amalgamation, but is naturally anxious to set his 
company right with the Board of Trade, who on their part may not 
he so enthusiastic about the matter as —_ were. 

A silly paragraph, originating in the Morning Post, has been going 
the round of the press, alleging a deficiency in the supply of gas to 
the Houses of Parliament, and recommending the Government to 
make their own gas. It seems that, owing to a mistake, there was 
a slight deficiency of pressure on a few evenings; but, as soon as the 
cause was discovered, the mistake was promptly rectified, and all 
complaint was at an end. The incident would not be worth notice, 
} + for the ignorant attacks on gas companies constantly made by 

@ press. 

The Lincoln Gas Company are reported to have made an important 
concession to their opponents, the Town Council of the borough. 
They have reduced the original capital of the company—ir this case 
the estimated value of the undertaking—from £80,000 to £64,000, 
and have also reduced the maximum dividend payable on the addi- 
tional capital asked for from 7 per cent. to 5 per cent. There is still 
some talk of the purchase of the undertaking oy the Corporation, in 
which event there may be another important arbitration case. _ 





Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Fes. 24. 


Petitions against the following Bills were deposited :—Beckenham Sewage, by 
Metropolitan Board of Works, guardians of the Bromley Poor Law Union, and 
Albemarle Cator;—Bradford Improvement, by Great Northern and Midland 
Railways, fire insurance companies, Bolton Local Board, Bradford Abattoir 
Company, Messrs. Foster, J. A. Jowett, Rev. G. B. Paley and others, Joo. Ward 
and another, E. M. Wavell, and E. B. W. Balme;—Briton‘Ferry Local Board, by 
Great Western Railway, Neath Water Company, and Richard Hall on behalf of 
the Earl of Jersey;—Colne Valley Water, by the Duke of Northumberland, and 
the Harrow Water-Works Company;—Chelsea Water, by inhabitants of 
Kingston-on- Thames. —— 

Torspay, Fes. 25. 

CuicuesterR Water (No. 1) Brtt.—Report from Standing Orders Com- 
mittee, that the Standing Orders nut complied with in respect of this Bill ought 
to be dispensed with, and the Bill allowad to proceed, provided that the power 
= supply water to the parishes of Appledram and East Lavant be struck out of 
the Bill. 

SHEFFIELD CorPorRATION WATER Bitt.—That the Standing Orders not 
complied with in respect of this Bill ought not to be dispensed with. 

METROPOLIS oe under the Metropolis Water Act, 1871, as 
confirmed by the Board of Trade on the 10th of August, 1872, presented by 
command, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mip Loratan Warter.—The Lord CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that 
the Standing Orders applicable to this Bill had not been complied with. 

DurHam Consumers Gas.—The further Standing Order applicable to this 
Bill was certified to have been complied with. 

Petitions were presented against the following Bills:—Chelsea Water, by the 
Conservators of the River ‘Thames, inhabitants of Thames Ditton, Surbiton Im- 
provement Commissioners and inhabitants of St. Mark’s, Surbiton, in public 
meeting assembled, signed by the chairman; Chichester Water, by ratepayers 
of Chichester, &c., W. T. Bradley and others, and E. Hackett;—Colne Valley 
Water, by London and North-Western Railway Company, Emily Hibbert and 
others, and H. Robinson. 

CHELSEA WATER Bitu.—The Marquis of SALtsBury gave notice that on 
the motion for the second reading of this Bill, he would move that it be read a 
second time that day six months. 





Tuurspay, Fes, 27. 

Petitions were presented against the following Bills: —Durham Gas, by the 
Durham Gas Consumers Company and gas consumers and ratepayers of 
Durham; also by owners, &c., of dwelling-houses within 300 yards of proposed 
gas-works;—Gosport Gas, by Gosport Local Authority ;—Leicester Gas, by Cor- 
poration of Leicester ;—Pontefract, Tanshelf,and Carleton Gas, by inhabitants, 
&c., of Pontefract. 

CHELSEA WATER-WORKS BILL. 

Petitions were presented against this bill by the Lord Mayor of London, as 
chairman of a public meeting held at the Beaumont Institution, Mile End Road; 
T. H. Bryant, as chairman of a public meeting; inhabitants of the Palace of 
Hampton Court; Local Board of Teddington; inhabitants of the metropolis, 
and of the districts in and near to which the proposed new works are to be 
erected (six petitions), and Frances Copleston. 

Lord FirzWAatTER, in moving the second reading of the bill, observed, with 
reference to the notices of motioz for its rejection, that it was an unusual pro- 
ceeding to oppose the second reading of a private biil,the ordinary course being 
to allow private bills to go before a select committee, and thus enable the 
parties fairly to bring their case forward. He denied that the Chelsea Water- 
Works Bill would, as had been represented, interfere with the enjoyment of the 
gardens of Hampton Court, and said he shculd think it a great hardship if the 
parties, who desired to give to a great mass of the popuiation of London the 
benefit of a better supply of water, were refused the opportunity of even having 
their case inquired into. 

- The Marquis of SatisBury, in the absence of. Lord Cairns, moved, as an 
amendment, that the bill be read a second time that day six months. It would 
be impossible, he said, to compensate the public for the injury which would be 
done if the bill passed, for it was proposed to erect a structure opposite the 
Pavilion Terrace of Hampton Court Gardens, and extending half a mile along 
what was at present a most pleasant part of the Thames. Tie general public 
could not be heard before the committee on the bill, and that constituted a 
sufficient justification for opposing the second reading. 

Earl GRANVILLE said he would not enter into the merits of the case, but 
urged that, as their lordships were called on to act in a semi-judicial character 
in this matter, they ought not to defeat the bill by —" down to the House 
in unusual numbers on the second reading, but should let it take its chance 
before a committee. 

Lord: Hertrorp and Lord Mrpteton objected to the bill in the interest of 
the iahabitants of the locality, and of the multitudes who went down from the 
metropolis to admire the scenery of the particular spot. 

. Earl Grey observed that, in order to get rid of the evil of canvassing mem- 
bers of Parliament to attend when private bills came under consideration, it 
was at last resolved that those matters should be referred for consideration to 
select committees, and he saw no reason for making the present bill an exception 
to the usual course. 

The Duke of Ricumonnp opposed the bill, on the part of the many thousands 
of the public who went to Hampton Court Palace and its neighbourhood for 
recreation and pleasure,and who would not have an opportunity of being heard 
before a committee upstairs. 

Lord REDESDALE said he would not lay it down as a rule that no private bill 
should be opposed on the second reading, because if a private bill were of such 
a nature that it ought not to pass, it had better be rejected at once, and all fur- 
ther expense thereby saved. He thought that the great objection to the present 
bill arose out of the conduct of the Chelsea Water-Works Company, whe first 
of all laid before Parliament a plan for the erection of a river wali, and now said 
that they would abandon that part of the scheme. ' 

Earl GRANVILLE asked whether or not the noble lord was authorized on the 
part of the company to say that they would alter their scheme so as to meet 
the objections taken to it. 

Lord Fitzwa.Ter was authorized to say that if a modification of the scheme 
was deemed requisite, they were quite ready to adopt it. It would be impos- 
sible for them otherwise to go before the committee with any chance of 
success. 

The Marquis of Satissury remarked that if the bill went before a com- 
mittee there would be nobody whose interest or in whose power it would lie to 
enforce the proper fulfiment of the pledge given by the noble lord. 

Lord ReDEsDALE would remind their lordships that they would be able to 
reject the bill on the third reading, if it came back from the committee in an 
unsatisfactory shape. 

Their lordships then divided, when there appeared— 


Contents ... - & 
a ee 
Majority against the bill. . . —4l 


The bill was therefore lost. 
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Duruam Consumers Gas Bitt.—PortsmouTH BorouGr WATER BILL.— 
The Standing Order No. 179, sec. 3, so far as the same limits the time for the 
second reading of Bills originating ia this House, was dispensed with in respect 
of these Bills. 

Dewssury AND BatLey Corporation Gas Bitt.—The Standing Orders 
Committee reported that the Standing Orders not complied with in respect of 
this Bill ought to be dispensed with, provided that the third section of the 
first schedule be struck out of the Bill. 


Ferpay, Fes. 28. 


The Chichester Water (No. 1) Bill, and the Durham Consumers Gas Bill, were 
read a second time. __- 
Monpay, Marcu 3. 

A petition was presented against the Portsmouth Borough Water Bill, by the 
Corporation of Portsmouth. 

The Mid Lothian Water Bill was read a first time. 

The Beckenham Sewage; Gosport Gas; Leicester Gas; and Pontefract, Tan- 
shelf, and Carleton Gas Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
the Marquis of Exeter (chairman), Lord Elliot, Lord Saltersford, Lord Foxford, 
and Lord Hanmer; to meet on Monday, March 10. 


Tugespay, Marca 4. 


Petitions were presented against the Durham Consumers Gas Bill, by the 
City of Durham Gas Company, and Sir R. C. Musgrave; and against the Mid- 
lothian Water Bill, by the North British Railway Company, 


Taurspay, Marcu 6. 


The Grantham Water Bill was reported, with amendments. 

BECKENHAM SEWAGE AND Gosport Gas Bitits.—The order made on Mon- 
day last, appointing certain lords the Select Committee to consider these Bills, 
was discharged. 

Briton Ferrey Locat Boarp Bitt.—The Earl of Lauderdale was placed 
on the Committee to which this and other Bills were referred, in place of the 
Marquis of Exeter, and Lord Hanmer was appointed chairman. 

A petition was presented against the Durham Consumers Gas Bill by the 
North-Eastern Railway Company. ———— 

Fripay, Marcu 7. 


ot _petition was presented against the Chichester Water (No. 1) Bill, by E. 
Habin. 

The Chairman of Committees informed the House that the opposition to this 
Bill had been withdrawn. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Fes. 24, 


The following Bills wereread a second time:—Belfast Gas; Bournemouth Gas 
and Water; Brighton and Hove Gas; Bristol! United Gaslight Company; Chig- 
well, Loughton, and Woodford Gas; Derby Water; Dewsbury and Batley Gas; 
Dublin Corporation Gas; Neath New Gas; Pontypool Gas and Water; Scar- 
borough Gas; Sheffield Water. 

The Standing Order No. 73 in reference to the following Bills was reported to 
have been complied with, and the Bills were ordered to be read a second time:— 
Grand Junction Water-Works; Nottingham Water; Nottingham Gas; Uxbridge 
and Hillingdon Gas. 

Petitions were deposited against the following Bills :—Bristol United Gastight 
Company, by merchants, &c., of Bristol;—Doncaster Corporation Water, by 
Corporation of Rotherham aud T. B. Bosville;—Dublin Corporation Gas, by 
Blackrock Township Commissioners:—Harrow Gas, by consumers of gas in 
Harrow ;—Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company, by The Gaslight and Coke 
eer ad ;—Sheffield Corporation Water, by Ear! Fitzwilliam and the Duke of 

orfolk. ee 
Tusspay, Fes. 25. 

Petitions were deposited against the following Bills: Harrow Gas, by London 
and North-Western Railway Company ;—Uxbridge and Hillingdon Gas, by 
Uxbridge District Local Board of Health. 

The following Bills were read a second time:—Harrow Gas; Wakefield Water. 


GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY BILL. 

On the motion for the second reading of this bill, 

Sir Cuartes Ditke moved that it be read a second time that day six 
months. He observed that three principal objections were taken to this bill 
‘by the great body of consumers supplied by The Gaslight and Coke Company 
in the parish of Kensington, whom he represented. He had been informed 
that the company intended to drop in committee the portion of the bill to 
which the first objection applied—viz., the power to purchase and work 
collieries—and if he received an assurance to that effect he would ask the 
House to allow him to withdraw his motion. The powers to purchase and 
‘work coal mines would have teen wholly unprecedented in their nature; and 
they were not accompanied by any securities for the mines being worked in 
‘the interest of the consumer. Indeed there was nothing to prevent their be- 
coming a wholly separate interest to that of gas making. The bill also proposed 
to give the company power to form a reserve-fuod from moneys available as 
profits when the dividends exceeded the parliamentary rate; and this reserve- 
Tund was to be used to supplement dividends which, at any future time, might 
fall below the parliamentary rate. This, again, was a wholly new principle, 
and one which would be certainly actively opposed at later stages of the bill. 
If, however, he received the assurance that the company intended to drop the 
first portion of the bill, it clearly would not be for the convenience of the 
House to divide it on that occasion. In order, however, that he might have 
that assurance, he would move that the bill be read a second time that day 
six months. 

Mr. Eyxyn said he would give the a:surance which the honourable baronet 
asked for, inasmuch as it had been resolved to abandon that part of the bill at 
a Wharncliffe meeting of the shareholders. The company were only asking, 
in regard to the reserve-fund, for the powers which had been already granted 
to the Imperial Gaslight Company, and these powers were sought really in the 
interest of the consumers. When the bill went to another place explanations 
would be made which would perfectly satisfy his honourable friend as to the 
local benefits which would accrue from this bill. 

The motion was then withdrawn, and the bill was read a second time. 


Wepyespay, Fes. 26. 
The Dewsbury and Batley Corporations Gas Bill was read a second time. 


SHEFFIELD CORPORATION WATER BILL. 
— G. Forster moved the second reading of the Sheffield Corporation Water 
il, 


Mr. HADFIELD opposed, on the ground that the bill had been rejected on 
Standing Orders by the House of Lords. 

Mr. C. Forster said if the hon. member persisted in his opposition the bill 
must stand over till the following day. 

Mr. MunpEwLa hoped the hon. member for Sheffield would withdraw his op- 
position, and allow the bill to be read a second time. The Standing Orders of 
the House of Commons had been complied with, and the bill would give the 
Corporation @ locus standi, and assist their opposition to the bill of the water 
Company on the merits. 





Mr. Forster explained that the proceedings in the Lords did not affect the 
position of the bill in the Commons, which was read a second time without a 
division. 





TauRspay, Fes, 27. 

Petitions were presented against the Dublin Corporation Gas Bill, by the 
Great Southern and Western Ruilway Company, Midland Great Western Rail- 
way (of Ireland) Company, Commissioners of the Township of Kingstown, and 
the Dublin and Drogheda Railway Compary. 


Fripay, Fes. 28. 

Petitions were deposited against the following Bills:—Dublin Corporation Gas, 
by Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway Company; Bray Township Commis- 
sioners; Chamber of Commerce of Dublin; ratepayers and occupiers of lands, 
&c., within the borough of Dublin; London and North-Western Railway Com- 
pany ;—Gaslight and Coke Company, by the Vestry of St. George, Hanover 
Square;—Imperial Gaslight and Coke Company, by the Vestry of St. George, 
Hanover Square. —_—— 

Saturpay, Marcu 1. 

Petitions were deposited against the following Bills:—Harrow Gas, by the 
Harrow Local Board of Health;—Dewsbury and Batley Corporations Gas, by 
Hon. Arthur Kiunaird and Henry Savile. 


Monpay, Marcu 3. 

Petitions were deposited against the Dawsbury and Batley Corporations Gas 
Bill, by the London and North-Western Railway Company, aud the Dewsbury 
and Batley Gas Company. 

The following Bills were read a second time:—Grand Junction Water-Works; 
Lincoln Gas; Nottingham Gas; Nottingham Water; Partick, Hillhead, and 
— Gas; Uxbridge and Hillingdon Gas; Wrexham and East Denbighshire 

ater. —_—_— 

Tuespay, Marcu 4. 

The Bournemouth Gas and Water, Brighton and Hove Gas, Neath New Gas, 
Pontypool! Gas and Water, Tenby Water, and Trowbridge Water Bills, were 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Ellice (chairman), Mr. What- 
man, Lord Bingham, and Major Bingham; the committee to sit on Tuesday, 
March 11. 

The Derby Water, Nottingham Water, Doncaster Corporation Water, and 
Burley Locai Board Bilis, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Mr. Bathurst (chairman), Lord Kensington, Sir Rowland Blennerhassett, and 
Mr. Ridley; the committee to sit on Thursday, March 13. 

The Sheffield Water, Sheffield Corporation Water, Wakefield Water, and East 
Denbighshire Water Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Admiral Egerton (chairman), Mr. Tipping, Colonel Corbett, and Mr. Brown; 
the committee to sit on Thursday, March 13. 


Wepwnespay, Marcu 5. 

The Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Bill was read a second time. 

A petition was presented against the Sheffield Water Bill, by the Corporation 
of Sheffield. Selenenaiel 
Taurspay, Marca 6. 

OxeHAmpTon Corporation Bitt.—The second reading of this Bill was 
deferred tili Thursday, March 20, : 

SHEFFIELD CorPoRATION Water Bitt.—The order of Feb. 26, that this 
Bill be committed, was read and discharged. Bill withdrawa. 


Fripay, Marca 7. 

Petitions were deposited against The Gaslight and Coke, and the Imperial 
Gas Bills, by the Wandsworth District Board of Works. 

IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND Coke Company.—Report that Standing Order 
No. 73 had been complied with laid upon the table. Bill to be read a second 
time. 

Requisitions to withdraw petitions were deposited by the Poole Water- 
Works Company, against the Bournemouth Gas and Water Bill; by Owners, &e., 
of Property in Sheffield, against the Sheffield Water Bill; and by the Great 
Western Railway Company, against the Wrexham and East Denbighshire 
Water Bill. 

CONSTANT WATER SUPPLY IN THE METROPOLIS. 


Colonel BerEsForD, who had given notice for a Select Committee to inauire 
into and take evidence on this subject, said he was not aware at the time he 
gave the notice that the subject had been already inquired into by three or four 
committees, by whom a mass of evidence had been taken, and he should 
therefore now withdraw his motion; but he hoped, on a future occasion, to 
adopt a better mode of proceeding in relation to this matter. 

The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Secect ComMITTEE on STANDING ORDERS. 
Turspay, Fes. 25. 
(Lord RepeEspDAte in the chair.) 
SHEFFIELD CORPORATION WATER BILL, 


Mr. GraNTHAM, who appeared on behalf of the Corporation of Sheffield, said 
the 84th section of the Commissioners Act required the formation of a — 
fund, The bill originally contained this provision, and was deposited on the 
17th of December. However, on the 19th of December the mayor of Sheffield 
and a member of the Town Council came up to town to get the clause altered. 
It appeared of the utmost importance that the clause should be altered from the 
form in which it was deposited, and there was not sufficient time to admit of 
the matter being taken into consideration by the Town Council. He proposed 
to call the mayor of Sheffield, a member of the corporation, and one of the 
members of Parliament, before the committee as witnesses, and they wouid 
explain the circumstances under which the alteration of the clause was decided 
upon. 

Pr. SuruBsotr, who opposed the bill, said it was s most irregular thing to 
offer evidence to the committee on such a matter. There was nothing in the 
present case which took it out of the usual category, or which warranted the 
promoters in asking to be allowed, after having done an illegal thing, to call 
witnesses. The present bill was for the compulsory purchase of the water- 
works, The promoters came with a bill which they deposited on the 17th of 
December, and two days afterwards they found it was necessary to alter it or it 
would not pass. The promoters admitted that themselves. The Standing 
Order on the subject was as clear as could be. He thought the real reason of 
the clause being struck out was because there was to be a meeting of the rate- 
payers the week after the bill was deposited. a 

The Cuareman. asked whether the bill was submitted to the Town Council, 
and approved of by them before it was lodged in the House of Lords? 

Mr. GRANTHaM said it was. 

The Cuatrman: And then was it altered by the mayor and a member of the 
corporation? 

r. GRANTHAM: Yes; that was the case. aM 

After a short discussion, the chairman said the committee were of opinion 
that the objection was fatal to the bill. 
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Correspondence. 


WINDMILLS FOR WATER-WORKS. 

DxaR S1e,—To any of your readers connected with the supply of water in 
country, towns, it may be interesting to state that, in consequence of the present 
dearness of coal, I was induced to recommend to my directors the desirability of 
employing wind as an auxiliary power for raising water from our wells into the 
reservoirs, and we have just erected a windmill, with the necessary machinery, 
for the above purpose, which realizes my expectations most completely. 

With a moderately fair breeze of wind, we are enabled, with ease, to raise 
from the well, which is 104 feet deep, from 8000 to 10,000 gallons per hour, 
which I anticipate will effect a saving of from 50 to 60 per cent. of the fuel for- 
merly required for the steam-engine. DARNEY. 

Favers Water- Works, March 8, 1873. 





Regul Intelligence. 


VICE-CHANCELLOR’S COURT.—Tuurspay, Fes. 27. 
(Before Vice-Chancellor Sir J. Bacon.) 
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL UV, THE CORPORATION OF LEEDS. 

Mr. Granam HastinGs moved, on behalf of the Leeds Corporation, that the 
injunction which had been granted against them might be further suspended 
until March 2, 1874. He said the application was supported by an affidavit 
showing that the corporation had erected works by which the sewage was 
purified and carried off at the rate of one million gallons a day, that they had 
purchased more land, and had entered into further contracts for theerection of 
additional works. He (the learned counsel) was authorized to say that Mr. 
Charles Hall, on behalf of the informants, was satisfied with what was being 
done, and would assent, with the sanction of the court, to the suspension of 
the injunction as asked by the notice of motion. It was, therefore, proposed 
to take an order that the injunction be further suspended until March 2, 1874, 
the Ao me to pay the costs of the motion. 

The Vicz-CHANCELLOR: You take that order by consent? 

Mr. Granam Hastines: Yes. 

An order in the terms proposed was accordingly made. 


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS.—Monpay, Fes. 24, 
(Sittings in Banco, before Lord Chief Justice BovitL, and Justices KEATING 
and GROVE.) 
THE RIVER LEA CONSERVANCY BOARD ¥. THE EAST LONDON WATER- 
WORKS COMPANY. 

Sir Joun Karsiake, Q.C., and Mr. Beastey appeared for the plaintiffs; Mr. 
Henry James, Q.C., and Mr. Parierick for the defendants. 

This was a special case stated by the arbitrators on an award. The defendant 
company, it appeared, under the powers of a recent Act of Parliament, pur- 
chased hingtord Mill, in Essex, including the water right of the head and tail 
stream by which the mill was worked. The value was referred to arbitration, 
and the arbitrator awarded that the defendants should pay £12,950, dividing 
that sum into two perts—viz., £7750—for the mill and buildings, and £5200 for 
the value of the water right. The defendants contended that, by a previous 
Act of Parliament, passed in 1855, all the water used by the mill was vested in 
them, but until 1867 they had no means of availing themselves of their interest. 
The arbitrator reserved this question for the opinion of the court, whether the 
plaintiffs were entitled to the value of the water rights. The case was argued on 
the 27th of January, and the court this day delivered judgment. 

Lord Chief Justice Bovitt said the award we which the present claim 
arose was made under the East London Water-Works (Powers) Act, 1867. By 
the concluding paragraph of the 33rd section of that Act, it was provided that 
the arbitrator in making his award should have reference to the rights of the 
parties under the River Lea Water Act, 1855. It therefore became material to 
consider what the rights were under that Act, and this involved a consideration 
of the earlier statutes relating to the river Lea. Various statutes were passed 
from the reign of Queen Elizabeth down to the year 1850 for improving the 
navigation of the Lea, and commissioners first, and afterwards trustees, were 
appointed with extensive powers, and provision was made for compensation to 
millowners who might be injured by the execution of such powers. By the Act 
of 12 Geo. II., cap. 32, provision was made for constructing works and regulat- 
ing the quantity of water which the New River Company might take from the 
Lea. By the Act of 10 Geo. IV. the East London Water-Works Company ob- 
tained power toabstract a certain quantity of water from the Lea, in considera- 
tion of a half-yearly payment of £25, but until the year 1850 the trustees of 
the river Lea had no power to sell or dispose of the water of that river, or to 
act otherwise than for the purposes of the navigation. In the preamble of the 
Act passed in that year, it was recited that it would be a great public advan- 
tage if the trustees were authorized further to improve the river, and to sell 
and dispose of the surplus water. Compulsory powers were given to them by 
the Act to purchase certain lands, and by the 3lst section it was enacted that 
certain mills called Rockholt Mills, then belonging to the East London Water- 
Works Company, but which were to become the property of the trustees, should 
cease to be used as water-mills, and that the trustees and any future owner of 
them should be entitled only to take water from the Lea for the purpose of 
steam-engines to be erected in such mills. By the 32nd section the quantity of 
‘water which the defendant company were entitled to take from the river under 
the Act 10 Geo. IV. wasregulated, and was called the“ ordinary supply.” They 
were also authorized to take absolutely and for ever, subject to certain regula- 
tions, a further quantity of water called the “ extraordinary supply,” and for 
which a further payment was to be made by themjto the trustees; and the trus- 
tees were not to take, or permit to be taken from the river, any water to the 
detriment of such ordinary or extraordinary supply, or to allow any works to 
interfere therewith. By the same section these two supplies might be taken 
either at or immediately above or below Lea Bridge Mills, aud there was 
@ proviso that, if in taking the water from above the water power should 
be thereby diminished, the trustees should not be required to make any 
compensation to the owners of the mills for the time being. The following 
sections provided for the amount to be paid by the company for the two sup- 
plies, for the surrender to the trustees by the company of certain pieces of 

and and a compensation reservoir belonging to them without payment of any 
consideration, the liabilities of the company to the millowners in respect 
thereof being transferred to the trustees ; glso for the surrender of the lease of 
another mill at West Ham; and it was enacted that, upon such surrender, the 
mill, or any other on its site, should not be used as water-works or as a water- 
mill, but the rights of the riparian proprietors to the use of the water were 

served. By the 68th section, the trustees were authorized to supply water 
in bulk to water companies and others, and to contract with such companies 
to supply with water the cities of London and Westminster, or the suburbs, or 
the inhabitants of certain other places requiring a supply, subject to certain 
provisions as to the navigation of the river; and the 70th section provided for 
making compensation, by the trustees, to any millowners or others who might 
be injured by the execution of those powers. At the time when the Act of 
1850 was passed the Chingford Mill belonged to a private owner, and it was 
purchased by the trustees, with its water rights, in the year 1853. In 1855 an 
Act was’ passed for transferring part of the property and powers of the trustees 
and for amending the Acts of the New River Company and the East London 





Water-Works Company. The preamble recited (inter alia) that the two com- 
panies derived large quantities of water from the river for the purposes of 
their undertakings, and were erecting extensive works to prevent the foulin 
of such water; that the New River Company claimed a right to take so mu: 
water as would pass through a certain gauge which was denied by the trustees, 
that legal proceedings had been taken, and that a compromise had been con- 
sented to for limiting such quantity. It then recited that it would conduce to 
the advantage of the inhabitants of the metropolis that the quantity of water 
to which all parties were entitled should be defined, and that the whole of the 
water from time to time flowing into and down the river, except such quantity 
as was reserved by that Act to the trustees for the purposes of navigation, 
were transferred to and vested in the two pay mane respectively, Then 
followed a recital of the payments to be made by the two companies—viz., by 
the New River Company, £1850 a year, and by the East London Water-Works 
Company, £250 a year, liable to be increased under the Act of 1860—and 
that the two companies were willing, in return for such transfer to them, to 
pay to the trustees, in lieu of the amounts and possible increase previously 
mentioned, the aggregate yearly sum of £3500, and the principal sum of 
£42,000, which sums the trustees were willing to accept. By the 9th section, 
it was provided that, “ subject to the provisions of this Act, all the water from 
time to time flowing into or down the river Lea and the navigation thereof 
which the trustees have now power to sell under the Trustees Act of 1850, 
except such quantities thereof as are by this Act reserved to the trustees for 
the purposes of the navigation, is, by this Act, transferred to and shall be 
absolutely vested in the two companies for ever; provided always 
that nothing herein contained shall be held to give to the two companies, or 
either of them, any right to such water which does not now belong to the 
trustees, or which they have not now the power to sell.” By the 59th section 
power was given to the two companies, or either of them, within two years of 
the passing of the Act, to purchase from the trustees the Chingford Mill and 
the Charlton Mill, by agreement or by arbitration, under the Lands Clauses 
Consolidation Act, and the 62nd section enacted “ that the trustees shall not be 
entitled to claim against the two companies, or either of them, with respect to 
any weirs, falls, mills, or fisheries, or any other rights or privileges now 
belonging to or enjoyed by the trustees, any compensation on account of any 
abstraction of water or any other incidental damage or injury from time to 
time occasioned by the exercise by the two companies, or either of them, of any 
of their powers and authorities under this Act.’’ The East London Water Com- 
pany’s Act of 1867 authorized the company to make a conduit or aqueduct ter- 
minating at Chingford, and by the 29th section they were empowered, in con- 
nexion with that part of the river Lea known as the Chingford Millhead, to 
collect and divert into their own existing reservoirs and works, and inte the 
reservoirs and works by that Act authorized, the waters of the Copper Millhead 
and the Chingford Millhead, and of the river Lea, and their tributaries respec- 
tively, and of any other works, streams, and waters shown on the deposited 
plans, and of any springs on or near the works by that Act authorized; pro- 
vided that, without the consent of the New River Company, the waters of the 
Chingford Millhead and the river Lea should not be diverted into their 
conduit except during the time that the river was in a state of flood, &c. The 
33rd section, which gave rise to the present question, was as follows:—* The 
company shall, within three years‘after the passing of this Act, purchase from 
the River Lea Trustees, who, being willing so to do, shall within such three 
years sell to them the interests of the trustees in Chingford Mill, and the tolls 
and property of the trustees held therewith: provided always, that unless the 
company and the trustees otherwise agree, the sum to be paid by the com- 
pany for such purchase shall be ascertained by arbitration under the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, and the arbitrator in making his award shall 
have reference to the rights of the parties under the River Lea Water Act, 
1855.” The question which now arose was whether, under that Act, which 
must be read in conjunction with the Act of 1850, the two companies had the 
rigbt to abstract water from the river Lea to such an extent that the water 
powers of Chingford Mill might be injurionsly affected or destroyed. The 
trustees were a public body, constituted at first for the mere purpose of the 
navigation, having no private or personal interest in the trust,and existed only 
for those public purposes which they or the present Board of Conservancy were 
empowered to carry out. By the Act of 1800, they obtained power to sell the 
surplus water not required for the purpose of navigation, subject to other 
rights of the two companies; but it was clearly contemplated by that Act that 
injury might thus be done to the water rights of millowners and others upon 
the stream, and, therefore, provisions were introduced to ascertain the quantity 
of water to which such persons were entitled, and to compensate them for the 
injury. By the Act of 1855, which, as to the water supply, was also passed for 
the benefit of the metropolis, the whole of the water of the river except what 
was required for the navigation, and which the trustees had power to sell, and 
the powers and rights of the trustees in respect thereof, were, for a valuable 
consideration, transferred to and vested in the two companies, The Act made 
provision for protecting certain rights, and especially protected the water 
rights of the lessee of Charlton Mill, but as to the millowners generally, and 
the owners of works on the stream, there was not only no express reservation 
or protection of their rights to the water for the purposes of their mills and 
works, but there was an express reservation of their rights to compensation for 
the loss of water or power, which seemed to contemplate that they might be 
injured by the abstraction of the surplus water by the companies. Provisior 
was expressly made by section 81 that the claim to compensation for such 
injury should be against the companies; while by section 20 both companies 
were expressly protected from any claims by the owners of mills or works for 
compensation in respect of their abstracting water which they were entitled to 
take under the Act of 1850. The whole tenor and scope of the Act seemed 
to be to authorize the abstraction of the whole surplus water for the benefit of 
the metropolis, even although the millowners and owners of works might be 
injured by such abstraction. If that view was correct, the defendants were 
entitled, under the Act of 1855,to the water which supplied the power to 
Chingford Mill, and so long as the Mill remained in the hands of owners other 
than the trustees, the two companies, or either of them, might take the water, 
and were clearly liable to make compensation to the owners. But before the 
passing of that Act the trustees had become the purchasers of the mill 
which they let to the previous owner, subject to stipulations against claims for 
loss of water power. Indeed it seemed from the terms of the lease that at 
that time a steam-engine had been introduced to supply or aid in supplying 
working power to the mill. The trustees then being the owners of the mill, 
were entitled to the compensation if no provision had been introduced into the 
Act of 1855, but as they were then disposing of the whole surplus water, beyond 
that required for navigation, to the companies, from whom they were 
receiving large payments in exchange, a section was expressly introduced, 
which entirely excluded their right to compensation as against the companies 
in respect of the loss of water power at Chingford Mill. There was no reser- 
vation of their water rights in respect of this mill, and if the companies, 
or either of them, had taken the water from the mill without purchasing 
the mill, it seemed to the court that the trustees could make no 
valid claim for compensation in respect thereof. And there was nothing 
unreasonable in this, because not only had large money payments been 
made to the trustees, but under the Act of {1850, if the Lea Bridge Mills, 
which belonged to the East London Company, were damaged by the abstraction 
of water above the mills, the company would not be entitled to obtain compensa- 
tion from the trustees under the East Lendon,Company’s Act of 1867; they pur- 
chused the interest of the trustees in the Chingford Mills, they having already 
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a right to abstract the water which supplied those mills, and, as the award was 
to be made with reference to the rights of the parties under the Act of 1855, 
the arbitrator had no power to include in his award a sum to be paid to the 
trustees for the value of the water, and the plaintiffs, who represented the former 
trustees, were not entitled to recover such sum in this action. It was argued 
that the mill alone would be useless without the water power; but this was by 
no means the fact, as it would only require the substitution of steam for water 

wer, and which steam power appeared to have been introduced into it. The 

t that the company had power to make a conduit, and by means thereof to 
abstract the water from the Chingford Mill, and that there were no means pre- 
viously of abstracting such water, so as materially to affect the working of the 
mill as stated in the special case, did not appear to affect the right, if it existed, 
to take the water without further compensation under the Act of 1855; and 
the special provisions of the Act of 1867 were necessary, not for giving the 
defendants a right to the water, which was already vested in them by the Act 
of 1855, but with reference tothe interests of the owners of the lands through 
which the conduit was to be made, and the rights of the New River Company 
as referred to in the 29th section. For these reasons the court considered that 
the plaintiffs were not entitled to the £5200, in addition to the £7750 men- 
tioned in the award; and their judgment, therefore, upon that point, was in 
favour of the defendants. 


CLERKENWELL POLICE COURT.—Fripay, Frs. 28. 
Before the ReGIsTRAR.) 
THE NEW RIVER COMPANY ¥. STEBBING. 

In this case the plaintiffs sought to recover £1 10s. from defendant for three 
quarters water-rate due at Lady-day, 1871, for the premises, 206, College 
Street, Camden Town. 

Mr. J. PopHaM appeared for the plaintiffs. 

Defendant denied that he owed the money. He had sold the house toa Mr. 
Tedford, and at the time of transfer he gave Mr. Tedford £1 10s. for the water- 
rates. He had heard nothing of that gentleman since, but he believed he had 
left the premises. 

The REGISTRAR said it was evident the defendant had constituted Mr. Ted- 
ford his agent, and as that gentleman had broken faith with him, the defendant 
was responsible for this amount. He should, therefore, give judgment for the 
plaintifis for the amount claimed, with costs. 


WANDSWORTH POLICE COURT.—Fripay, Fes. 28. 
(Before Mr, INGHAM.) 
RECOVERY OF GAS-RATES. 

Joseph Newman was oned by Thomas Williams, on behalf of the London 
—— Company, for the sum of £3, for the supply of gas to premises in 

attersea. 

The Defendant said the gas was supplied to another man, but Mr. Williams 
produced a contract signed by him (the defendant), in which he guaranteed 
payment. 

_ Mr. INcHam inquired what power there was to enforce a guarantee or col- 
lateral security before a magistrate? 

Mr. Williams said he did not think there was any power. 

Mr. IncHam read the Act, which stated that any person supplied with gas, 
and refusing to pay, might be summoned. He then told the complainant he 
must go to the county court, and dismissed the summons. 

In another case the defendant disputed the jurisdiction, as the limitation 
clause as to proceeding in the police court of six months had expired. 

Mr. IncHAmM said the six months commenced from the date at which the 
cause of action arose. The words in the Act were, that in case of neglect or 
refusal to pay, the magistrate might issue a summons to show cause why the 
sum so demanded should not be paid. 

Mr. Williams said he made the demand in February last. 

Mr. IncHAm explained to the defendant that the company could allow the 
amount to remain unpaid as long as they liked, until a demand was made, and 
then it must be recovered within six months afterwards. He then made an 
order for the payment, with 2s. costs. 





WOOLWICH POLICE COURT.—Monpbay, Marcu 3. 
(Before Mr. Maung.) 
DISTURBANCE AT THE BECKTON GAS-WORKS. 

Charles Bexley and Joseph Brown were charged with creating a disturbance 
and assaulting the police. It appeared that about 50 of the coal porters em- 
ployed at the works of The Gaslight and Coke Company, at Beckton, refused to 
go to work on Sunday night, at twelve o'clock. On Monday morning, on pre- 
senting themselves in a body at six o'clock, they were all discharged, Mr. 
Trewby, the superintendent, having procured other men to do their work. 
Subsequently the aid of the police was called to quell a disturbance among 
them at the canteen, where they had been drinking all the morning. One man, 
who violently assaulted a police constable, was rescued by his companions and 
escaped, but the prisoners were afterwards apprehended. The evidence proved 
that the attack upon the police was so general that it was difficult to fix upon 
the real culprits. Biwley was discharged; Brown, however, was fined 40s., the 
alternative being a month’s imprisonment, with hard labour. 


LEEDS POLICE COURT.—Wepnespay, Marca 5. 
(Before Mr. Bruce.) 
WASTE OF WATER. 

Isaac Child Booth, \andlord of the Barleycorn Inn, Whitehall Road, answered 
to a summons charging him with wasting water. 

The Town-Cuerk (Mr. C. A. Curwood), who appeared to prosecute on behalf 
of the Water-Works Committee of the corporation, said that the summons was 
taken out under the 40th section of the Leeds Water-Works Act of 1867, which 
provided that if any person supplied with water by the corporation should cause 
or suffer any pipe, valve, cock, &c., to be out of repair, or to be used so that the 
water supplied to him by the corporation was wasted, such persons shall for 
such offence forfeit to the corporation any sum not exceeding £5. The Cor- 
Poration of Leeds were, as his worship was aware, the suppliers of water both 
for manufacturing and domestic purposes. Great demands were made upon 
them for water, and it was with considerable difficulty and only with the 
exercise of great care that they were enabled to supply the water necessary. 
It was, perhaps, unfortunate for the defendant that he should be selected, but 
it was necessary that an example should be made, and publicity given to that 
example, because there was so much waste. The waste of water in all towns, 
to a great extent, arose from water-closets, and the waste in this instance was 
in consequence of the closet apparatus being out of order. There had been 
lately a great waste of water, and one Sunday morning it was discovered that 
between the hours of 1 a.m. and 4 a.m.—when it would be supposed very little 
water would be used—375,000 gallons had been let out of the Woodhouse Moor 
reservoir, Duckworth, one of the inspectors, traced a waste at the house of 
defendant; the ball and cock of the water-closet were both broken, and had been 
80 out of order for about three weeks. Defendant's excuse now was that he had 
not been able to get a plumber to do it. 

Mr. Bruce observed that he could to some extent appreciate the difficulty of 
getting a plumber, but plumbers were to be had for a certain inducement, and 
this could be no defence to the summons. However, defendant had been 
remarkably frank, and, probably, as this was one of the first cases, a fine of 40s. 
and costs would be sufficient. 





Miscellaneous Hews. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Court or Common CouncIt. 

At the Meeting of this Court on Thursday, Feb. 27—the Right Hon. the 
Lorp Mayor presiding, ; 3 

Mr. Innes, jan., inquired whether The Gaslight and Coke Company’s bill, 
which was advanced a stage in Parliament on the — Tuesday, contained 
a provision for raising the price of gas within the City. 

Mr. Paterson, replying on behalf of the Gas and Water Committee, said it 
did not, but The Gaslight Company had applied to the Board of Trade for the 
appointment of commissioners to revise the price and illuminating power 
of their gas; and he might say, for the information of the court, that the com- 
mittee had had the matters under their consideration, and would strenuously 
op any increase of price or any reduction of the illuminating power. 

Mr. RupKin: Then the suggestion thrown out by the JourNAL or Gas 
LicuTine as to the lukewarmness of the corporation has no foundation 
in fact? 

Mr. Paterson: Certainly not. 

Mr. RupkK1n: Will you oppose the bill that is being promoted in Parliament? 

Mr. PaTeRson replied in the affirmative. 


METROPOLITAN Boarp oF Works. 

At the Meeting of the Board on Friday, Feb. 28—Colonel Hoce, M.P. 
presiding—a communication was received from the vestry of St. George, 
Hanover Square, containing observations on the action brought by The Gaslight 
and Coke Company against the parish, which was characterized as an attempt 
openly to get rid of the 25th section of the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, which was 
the great security to gas consumers, and stating that the vestry resolve to 
maintain in every legal way the provisions of the Act of 1860, as being much 
more simple and advantageous to the consumers of gas than the private Acts 
of the Chartered Company, 1868, and the City of London Gas Act of 1868. 

A letter was also received from the London Gaslight Company, stating thet 
the price for common gas supplied to the board would, for the reasons stated, 
be at the rate of 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet from the 1st of April next till 
further notice. 

Dr. STEVENSON’s REPoRT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED TO 
Sr. PANCRAS DURING THE MonTH oF Fepruary.—The maximum illumi- 
nating power of the gas supplied by the Imperial Company was 16°2, the 
minimum 13°3,and the average 15 standard sperm candles. Of impurities, 
sulphuretted hydrogen was never detected; ammonia was, as usual, always 
present in small quantities, and never in excessive amount; whilst sulphur in 
all forms was present to the amount of 26°24 grains per 100 cubic feet. In all 
respects, both as regards illuminating power and the extent of impurity, the 
gas approximated very closely to that supplied during the preceding month, 





METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 

Dr. Frankland, F.R.S., in his monthly report for February, states that all 
the metropolitan waters were clear when drawn from the companies mains. 
The long-continued floods in the Thames having abated, the water distributed 
by the companies drawing their supplies from that river had considerably 
improved. ‘fhe East London Company, however, owing probably to the com- 
paratively large} capacity of its storeage reservoirs, was still distributing flood 
water from the Lea when the samples were drawn for analysis, Taking the 
amount of organic impurity contained in a given volume of the Kent Company’s 
water as unity, the proportional amount in an equal volume of water supplied by 
each of the other metropolitan companies was—New River, 3°5; West Middlesex, 
3-9; Southwark, 4°2; Chelsea, 4°3; Lambeth, 4°€; Grand Junction, 4°9; and 
East London, 7°4. 

The Registrar-General publishes the following returns, furnished to him by 
the London water companies, of the average duily quantity of water supplied 
during the month of January, 1873. According to their returns, 102,003,921 
gallons, or 463,678 cubic metres of water (equal to about as many tuns by measure, 
tons by weight), were supplied daily; or 203-6 gallons (92°5 decalitres), rather 
less than a ton by weight, to each house, and 28-7 gallons (13°) decalitres) to 
each person. According to returns of the London water companies made to the 
select committee on East London Water Bills (session 1867), it is estimated that, 
during the year 1866, about 82 per cent. of the total supply of water for all 
purposes was for domestic use. Applying this proportion to the total quantity 
supplied daily in the month of January, 1873, it may be estimated that about 
83,684,215 gallons were probably used for domestic purposes, or about 23°5 
gallons per day for each inhabitant. This proportion no doubt varies from 
month to month, but the Registrar-General has no means of giving a more 
exact estimate. 





Number of Houses, &c.,!'Aver. daily Supply of Water 
supplied in | in Gallons* during 
Jan., 1872, \Jan., 1873, , Jan., 1872. | Jan., 1873. 


CoMPANIES. 














Total supply . 493,226 | 501,222 1 103,139,041 102,053,921 
From Thamas. . . . . . .}| 229,195 | 234,093 i 58,105,858 54,130,405 
»» . Leaand other Sources . 26,031 | 267,129 || 48,033,183 47,923,516 
THAMES. ~— = _— ! i , P lane 
Chelsea . _— | 27,949 | 28,247 7,548,000 * 8,074,500 
West Middleeex . . . . . .| | 44,284 8,789,749 8,762,533 
Southwark and Vauxhall | | || | 79,116 || 16,400,166 16,460,515 
Grand Junction . . . .. .| | 83,500 || 10,739,843 10,630,357 
Lambeth oe | 48,946 9,628,100 10,202,590 
LEA AND OTHER SOURCES, | | i 
Now River. . - . « « « «f 139,708 120,737 |} 21,959,000 21,337,000 
East London ; -| 103,513 104,637 || 19,581,280 20,161,000 
Kent .| 40,752 41,755 | 6,492,903 6,425,516 
—EE — - ~ _ - -_ _! _ a oom — = —————Ee 
* Including that for manufactures and for various purposes other than for domestic 
consumption. 


Note.—The return for January, 1873, as compared with that for the corresponding 
month of 1872, shows an increase of 7996 houses, and a increase of 914,880 gallons of 
water supplied daily. 





Loneton Gas Company.—The half-yearly meeting of shareholders was held 
on Monday, Feb. 24, Mr. Webberley, chairman of the board of directors presid- 
ing. The report stated that although the price of coal and labour had croaty 
increased, yet the directors were enabled to recommend the declaration of the 
usual dividend. The amount of profits realized upon the operations of the past 
half year was stated to be £1743 10s. 9d., which, with the unappropriated 
balance from the previous half year, made a sum of £1971 12s. 11d. available 
for division amongst the shareholders. The directors recommended a dividend 
of 10 per cent. on the original, and 7 per cent.on the ordinary 7 per cent. shares. 
The directors also recommended that the arrears of dividends, at the rate of 4 
per cent. on the original, and 1 per cent. on the ordinary 7 per cent. shares, be 
paid for the year ended the 30th of June, 1868, the remaining balance to be 
carried to next account. No rise has taken place in the price of gas to private 
consumers or for public lamps, the company being bound to 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet, their highest ratio, which has uniformly been charged since the 
company obtained their Act of Parliament. 
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RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of Shareholders was held at the Company’, 
Offices, Cable Street, St. George’s-in-the-East, on Friday, Feb. 28—J. E. Brom. 
LEY, Esq., in the chair. ; 

The SECRETARY (Mr. H. J. Baddeley) read the following report and state- 
ments of account :— 

The directors have much pleasure in submitting their report and accounts for the half 
year ended Dec. 31,1872. They regret, however, that they have again to announce a 
vacany in the direction of the company, created by the lamented demise of the late 
ehairman—Andrew Wilson, Esq. : , 

The works and plant during the past six months have been efficiently maintained. 

The accounts, which have been duly audited, show a net profit of £7319 12s. 9d., out 
of which the directors recommend that a dividend upon the paid-up capital of the com- 

ylafter the rate of £5 per cent., for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1872 (less income-tax), 
now declared, payable on and after the 4th day of April next. : 

A resolution to increase the yer tion from the Ist of January last will 
be submitted at this meeting for your adoption, pursuant to Act of Parliament. 

The retiring director, John Ebenezer Bromley, Esq., being eligible for re-election, offers 
himself accordingly. The shareholders will also have to elect a director in the place of 
the late Andrew Wilson, Esq., deceased, and an auditor in the place of John Blacket 
Gill, Esq., resigned. 

Dr. Trade Account, for the Siz Months ended Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
« « BAO 641 Ge. .:' > . MER 
2918 8 | Public lighting . 1,888 12 
Rental of meters, 





ee a ae 
Purifying materials. . .. . 

Salaries of engineer and clerk at 
ne Gs w+ 6 * + + oe 


1,942 


tale I a ae 
Repairs and maint. of works and 

plant, and labour . 
Less old matrl. sold 


Salaries of inspectors and clerks 
in office . 


£975 10 8 
19 3 6 


NON @NwWWO=1b9 


igh wie sek, ae 
Repairs and maintenance, dis- 
tribution, andlabour. . . . 283 
Repairing and renewing meters . 301 
Lighting and repairing public 
aya ign ‘at ay bes 4g 
Pe esl 6. « «sos, 
Ratesandtaxes. ... . . 493 
Directorsallowances . , . . 400 
Salaries of secretary, accountant, 





-~ 
wn 

— 
oom 


| 
| 
aS ie on ccie 337 | 
Collector’s commission . . . 129 | 
Stationery and printing . . . 44 
Generalestablishment charges . 152 
RL ct) dnd Gas ae 6,6 15 
Depreciation-fund (leaseholds) . 110 
ieee 76 
Interests on borrowed capital. . 391 
Net profit. . . . . . 7,319 
£24,097 1 0 | £24,097 1 0 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, referred to a remark 
made by his predecessor at the last meeting of shareholders. On that occasion 
Mr. Wilson alluded to the rise in the price of coals and labour, and the diffi- 
culties which this created in the management of gas-works; and then, for the 
encouragement of the shareholders, he added, “ But don’t go away with the 
impression that you are to have no dividend next half year; things may turn 
out better than we expect.” Although this company had had the same diffi- 
culties to encounter since then, they had the satisfaction of being able to re- 
commend the same dividend as before—viz., at the rate of 5 per cent. for the 
half year. This must certainly be regarded as a very healthful state of things, 
and one upon which he thought he might fairly congratulate the meeting. He 
had, therefore, great pleasure in moving the adoption of the report. 

Mr. HAMMACK seconded the motion. 

= BuackeET asked whether the company had suffered from the stokers 
strike. 

The CHarrMan said happily there was no strike at the company’s works. 

The motion was put, on carried unanimousiy. 

The CHArRMAN moved, and Mr. FarrctoucH seconded, a motion declaring 
the dividend recommended in the report, which was agreed to. 

On the motion of the CHarrman, seconded by Mr. Hammack, it was resolved 
that the secretary’s remuneration be increased £100 per annum. 

The SecreTary, in expressing his thanks, said he was greatly obliged to the 
chairman for the kind words with which he had submitted the motion to the 
shareholders. During the thirteen years that he had held his present appoint- 
ment he had not wereed up to his salary, but to promote the prosperity of the 
company; and holding, as he and his family did, a large interest in the concern, 
he felt that whatever he accomplished for the benefit of the company was for their 
advantage also. He reviewed with pride the progress the company had made 
during that period, but his satisfaction was mingled with regrets when he 
thought of the vacancies in the direction. He remembered the talented chair- 
manship of the late Mr. Hammack, the great courtesy of the late Mr. Foulger, 
the dignified attitude of the late Mr. Goodhart, and the business capacity of 
the late Mr. Wilson. Under all those chairmen he had served, and he 
believed he might truly say he had always endeavoured faithfully to discharge 
his duty. There was nothing more painful to an officer like himself than a 
change in the chairmanship of the board, but it had been his study to give 
satisfaction to his directors, and, from the terms in which Mr. Bromley had 
— of his services, he was gratified in thinking he had succeeded in bis 
efforts. , 

Mr. Bromley (the chairman) retiring by rotation at this meeting, was then 
unanimously re-elected; Mr. J. B. Gill was elected a director, in the place of 
_ late Mr. Wilson; and Mr. Blackman was appointed auditor, in the place of 

. Gill. 

The newly-elected director and auditor returned thanks on their appoint- 
ments. 

A cordial vote of thanks was given to the chairman and directors for their 
able management of the company’s affairs. On the motion of Mr. Nurrer, 
thanks were also voted to the secretary for his continued attention to the duties 
of his office, and to the other officers. 

Mr. FAIRcLOUGH (a director) then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Henry 
Jones, the company’s engineer. In doing so he said they ought not, on such 
an occasion, to overlook the services of an officer to whom so much of the 
prosperity of the company was owing. It was clear that, however zealous and 
attentive the direetors and secretary might be in looking after the business, 
the success of the undertaking in its most important relations was dependent 
upon the way the works themselves were managed. In 1869 the company were 
supplying gas at 4s. 6d.; now they were selling it at 3s. 9d., and were still 
earning for the shareholders a 10 per cent. dividend. Their ability to do this 
he attributed to the admirable management of the engineer. He (Mr. Fair- 
clough) had much pleasure in acknowledging the ability and energy of Mr. 
Henry Jones, and in moving a vote of thanks to him for his services. 

Mr. WiLson seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. H. Jon&s said he was much obliged for the vote just passed. He had 
endeavoured to deserve the good wishes of the directors, and he was glad to 
find that he had succeeded in doing so. He confessed that it was a great pride 
to him to be identified with the company. He had the highest opinion as to 
its future, however dark and doubtful were the prospects of the coal trade, and 
believed that its position was second to none in the kingdom. 

The proceedings then terminated. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON GAS COMPANY. 

The usual Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 25, at the Gas Offices, Queen Street—Mr. Jonn Unper- 
HILL presiding. 

The report, which was read, showed the revenue for the past half year, ending 
Dec. 31, 1872, to be £21,888 12s., and the expenditure £17,658 14s. 1id., leaving 
a balance of £4229 6s. 3d., which, added to the balance of the last account, 
amounted to £4662 15s. 6d. The directors recommended the usual dividend of 
5 per cent., and proposed to take the balance required for that purpose from 
the reserve-fund. Since the last meeting of the shareholders the directors 
discovered that their late secretary, James Homer, and been systematically 
embezzling moneys of the company for a considerable time. Proceedings were 
taken against him at the last sessions, and a conviction obtained. The com- 
pany have sustained a severe loss during the half year in the death of the 
esteemed chairman, Mr. Joseph Cooper. In the usual course they had elected 
Mr. Moses Ironmonger to supply the vacancy thereby occasioned. Messrs. 
Thomas Wood, Henry Ward, and Samuel Loveridge retired by rotation, but 
were eligible for re-election. The auditor, Mr. Benjamin Smith, also retired, 
but offered himself for re-election. It was proposed that a considerable altera- 
tion should be made in the audit of the accounts, and the directors recom- 
mended that the salary of the auditor be fixed at £100 per annum. 

The CHarrman, in moving the report, paid a tribute of respect to the memory 
of the late Mr. Cooper. As to Mr. Homer, he said the opinion of the directors 
was that he had been led away by a more artful villian than himself. With 
this view they did not press for a heavy punishment. They were enabled to 
wipe off Mr. Homer's defalcstions by not charging anything to the depreciation- 
fund. This was feasible, in consequence of the numerous repairs and renova- 
tions they had made last year when materials were cheap. In order to pay 
the ordinary dividend to the shareholders they would be compelled to take 
£285 4s. 6d. from the reserve-fund. He remarked that certain alterations and 
arrangements made in the auditing, the directors believed, would prevent the 
possibility of embezzlements in future. In alluding to the enormous advance 
in the prices of coal, the chairman said that he believed it was little exaggera- 
tion to state that the mineral was two-thirds higher than it was 18 months 
back. Owing, however, to the company having entered into a contract last 
June for a twelvemonth’s supply of coal, the gas consumers had not at present 
experienced any additional charge in the price of the gas. The directors did 
not intend to inerease the price of gas until that contract had terminated. 
After June next prices would be dependent upon the quotations of coal. He 
was glad to be enabled to state that the works connected with the company 
were in an efficient condition, and there was a considerable increase in the 
consumption of gas. Probably some additions to the plant would have to be 
made in order to meet the increased consumption; but no more money would 
be expended than was essential to preserve the efficient condition of the works, 

Mr. Cox seconded the adoption of the report, which was carried. 

A dividend of 5 per cent., free of income-tax, payable forthwith, was declared. 

The retiring directors and the retiring auditor were all re-elected, Mr. Smith 
at a fixed salary of £100. 

The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 





IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at the 
Offices, John Street, Bedford Row, on Thursday, Feb. 27—Epwarp VAUGHAN 
Ricuarps, Esq., Q.C., the governor, in the chair. 

The Governok having expressed the regret of the board—which he was sure 
would be fully shared in by the proprietors generally—at the unavoidable 
absence through indisposition of the deputy-governor, Mr. Watson, 

The Secrerary (Mr. Harry Chubb) read the notice convening the meeting. 
The corporate seal was affixed to the register of shareholders. The following 
report and statements of account were taken as read:— 


The directors submit to the proprietors the annexed accounts for the half year ending 
Dec. 31, 1872, which have been duly certified by the official auditor and also by the 
auditors appointed by the proprietors of the company. 

The accounts exhibit results which, in the opinion of the directors, considering the 
adverse circumstances of the period under review, may be considered satisfactory. 

The profit and loss account shows that there is a profit on the half year of £86,292 
3s. 4d., which, when added to the balance standing over from last half year (viz., 
£12,003 4s. 5d.), gives a sum of £98,295 7s. 9d. available for dividend. 

The sum required to pay the full statutory dividend of 10 per cent. and 7 per cent. 
upon the company’s stock and shares is £102,252 0s. 6d. 

It is necessary, therefore, to take from the reserve-fund £3956 12s. 9d. to supplement 
the £98,295 7s. 9d. available for dividend. 

The reserve-fund, which is limited by Act of Parliament to £31,250, and now stands 
at £78,159 19s. 11d., will therefore be reduced to £74,203 7s. 2d. 

These results the directors ti idering the h dp 





rd as satisf: . rice— 
£24,480 2s. 3d.—paid for coal as compared with the corresponding half year of 1871, and 
that the stokers strike in December last cost no less a sum than £21,666 9s. 1ld., whilst 
it caused, during its continuance, a considerable diminution in the amount of gas sold 
by the company. 

This exceptional item is almost wholly included under the head of ‘‘ Wages” in the 
revenue account; if it were deducted from the charges against revenue the accounts 
would exhibit a balance of profit more than sufficient to pay the dividend, 

Considering the duration of the strike, the sum above quoted as its cost, appears, at 
first sight, large; but it must be borne in mind that the strike occurred at a moment’s 
warning—that men had to be procured at any cost from every quarter whence they 
could be obtained—that every man who offered himself had to be instantly engaged 
without any opportunity of testing his fitness for the work—that the work, though 
ranking as ‘unskilled labour,” could not be performed with the same celerity and 
accuracy by inexperienced as by accustomed hands, and that, therefore, at least eight 
new men were required to supply the places of five who had gone out—that many of the 
fresh hands had to be conveyed in vans to and from distant homes, and to be guarded by 
police during their transit—that a vast number had to be dated on the premi 
and provisions had to be supplied at a large cost upon the works, lest the new hands 
should be tampered with or maltreated if they went outside the company’s walls—that 
your directors were determined to allow no consideration of expense to deter them from 
achieving a victory in the contest which had been forced upon them—and, lastly, that 
their efforts were crowned with success. 

The directors glady avail themselves of this opportunity to bear testimony to the extra- 
ordinary zeal and cures Gaps’ by all their officers during the strike, as well as to 
the efficient aid which they received from Messrs. John Aird and Sons, Messrs. Thomas 
Docwra and Son, and Messrs. Westwood and Wrights, contractors in various depart- 
ments for the erection of the new works at Bromley. 

Another circumstance which operates unfavourably against the profit of the past half 
year arises from the charge for interest upon the large expenditure of capital necessarily 
incurred in the new works at Bromley; but, as the trade of the company developes, the 
capital thus embarked will yield its proportional profit. 

These works are in a very forward state. ‘The new retort-house, though as yet 
unroofed, is ready for the manufacture of 2,500,000 cubic feet of gas per diem—one gas- 
holder, capable of containing 2,000,000 cubic feet, is complete, and another of equal 
a is very nearly ready for use. Adequate purifiers and exhausting engines are 

so fit for diate application 

These works have not been actually required up to the present time, owing to the 
unusual mildness of the winter, and the fortunate absence of foggy weather. Had the 
season been of a normal character they must have been brought into play, and they have 
been held in such a state of preparation that they might have been - at work at 48 
hours notice, had the necessity, which has been day by day anticipated, actually arisen. 

In conformity with the terms of the notices by which this meeting is convened, the 
directors seek power from the proprietors to borrow the sum of £81,250, under the 
authority of their statutes. This power will be exercised as circumstances may require. 

At the conclusion of the ordinary meeting the proprietors will be invited to form a 
special meeting, to approve of a bill which the directors have introduced into Parliament. 

The object of the bill referred to is to confer on the company power to amalgamate 
with any other metropolitan gas company, under the sanction of the Board of Trade, 
without the necessity of applying to Parliament on each occasion; a power which has 
been already conferred on the Chartered Company. 
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IMPERIAL GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


Statements of Account for the Half Year ending Dec, 31, 1872. 





No. 1.—STATEMENT OF STOCK AND SHARE CAPITAL, on Dee. 31, 1872. 




































































Acts of Parliament Description Maximum No. Nominal | Called Total Amount Remaining | otal Amount 
authorizing the Raising of Dividend of Shares Amount of up | paid u issued but not tobe issuedand| “sth orized 
of Capital. Capital. authorized. | issued. Share. | per Share. | ad paid. called up. 
“a7 Vict., cap. 36. Stock. 10 per cent. “ os | a 'g1, 560,000 0 ro ‘ih | £1,560,000 
29 & 30 Viet., cap. 352. Share. 7 Ditto. | 26,000 |} £1210 0 | £1210 0 "325,000 0 - oe 325,000 
32 & 33 Viet., cap. 128. Ditto. 7 Ditto. 26,000 1210 0 1210 0 | 324,735 0 £265 | oe | 75.000 
Stee ee ee 26,000 } 1210 0 5 00 129,540 0 460 £520,000 ’ 
| | }£2,339,275 0 £725 £520,000 £2,860,000 
No. 2.—STATEMENT OF LOAN CAPITAL, on Dec. 31, 1872. 
Acts of Parliament authorizing _ Rate per Cent. of | TotalAmountbor- , Remaining te be Total Amount 
the Lvan Capital. | Description of Loan. | Interest. lrowed, June 30, 1872.) borrowed. authorized. 
17 Vict., cap. 55. Bonds for profits ongtntint. — 10 per cent. £130,000 | - £130,000 
P , . Debentures. . . o<¢e * 4 to 5 ditto. 42,500 500 j 43,000 
aeue > = |) a Ditto. 161,650 | 163,350 325,000 
eg - 128, 
£334,150 £163,850 £498,000 
No. 3.—CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 
To Expenditure, to June 30,1872. . . . . «© © ww . £2,341,482 13 11 | Certified Re- | Received Total 
Since that date— | ceipts to June 30,; since Receipts to 
; Land . . £4,458 7 2 | | 1872. that date. Dec. 31, 1872 
New buildings | and “machinery in ‘extension of 
works. . g . 181,920 1 0 By Consolidated Stock (1871) . £1,560,000 0 0 ee £1,560,000 0 @ 
New and additional mains and services 12,015 10 0 Ditto £12 10s. Shares (1866) . $25,000 0 © 6 325,000 0 © 
New and additional meters . . . . 283 4 Ditto £12 10s. ditto (1870). 259, 977 10 6 64,757 10 © 324,735 @ @ 
— 198,677 6 6 Ditto £12 10s. ditto (1872). 129,540 0 06 129,540 0 @ 
Total expenditure. .£2,540,110 0 5 £2, 144,977 10 + pamamanal 10 © £2,339,2 = 00 
a a ar a c's * ® . 138,31419 7 Bonds for meee ane — 130, 000 0 130, 0 6 
Debentures . . a ae 164,150 0 0, 40 ,000 00 204, 130 0 0 
£2,673,425 0 0 52,489,127 10 (£234,297 10 0 £2,673,425 0 0 











No. 4.—REVENUE ACCOUNT. 








To Manufacture of gas— 


By Sale of gas— 








Coals, including dues, carriage, unloading, &c. » 45 Per meter (1,470,300,000 cubic feet) . - »« &274,043 2 4 
Purifying materials, oil, and sundries . . 3,704 12 10 Public lighting and under contracts. . . . 36,537 8 2 
Salaries of engineers and officers at works. . 2, "41017 0 —_—— £310,580 10 6 
Wages (manufactory) nde 49,842 12211 Meter-rental . it ee 7,550 8 1 
Repairs and maintenance of works and plant, Residual products— 
3 machinery, apparatus and tools, materials Coke, less ae ae eT ee $1,830 13 3 
, and labour—less £657 4s. 7d. received for Breeze . . ar a ae oe ee 1l417 2 
old materials . . . 6 a a eS 451 11 1 Tar . «a - 6 & Oooh 6,710 12 0 
. ——_—— _ £269,192 18 3 | Ammoniacal liquor . § es ; 6,749 2 3 
‘ (The stokers strike occurred this half year.) | —_— 95,405 4 8 
pe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 824410 5 
Distribution of gas— EE as me ee & Wee Ore ow ber Ee Gb “413 6 


Salaries and wages of officers connected with 














distribution. . 5,366 15 9 } 
; Repairs, maintenance, and renewals of mains 
and services, including — paving, 
’ and labour oe 4,618 10 10 
Meters—repairs and renewals . = ° 5,175 6 9 
—_———_. 15,160 13 4 
Public lamps— 
TOO, « »« +, « «.¢ © 2.8 » 6.® 6,911 7 1 
Rents, rates, and taxes— 
> Rents payable . é oe 1,492 2 
| Ratesandtaxes . . .. . 6,580 16 5 
; 8,072 16 7 
| Management— 
Directorsallowance. . . .... . - £2,000 0 0 
’ Company’s auditors. . ‘ 7815 0 
; Salaries of secretary, accountant, and clerks . 5,274 6 2 
Collectorscommission . . .. . ‘ 5,265 4 2 
j Stationery and printing. . ie. Gk oe 1,374 17 1 
; General charges and incidentals | (© | | | 1,369 5 0. 
r —--——— 15,362 7 5 
l ED 66 ee 6g ee 8 ee ee ae 116 15 11 
, Baddebts .. . +. «+ i & oo om 2. 2,219 3 6 
1 Gas referees and official auditor | ee a 748 5 2 
; —_——_—— 
: Total expenditure . 317,784 7 3 
, Balance, carried to profit and loss account (No. 5). 96,620 19 5 
; £414,405 6 8 £414,405 6 & 
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No. 5.—PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT (NET REVERU E). 















































To Interest on bonds and apeenaem, ( to Dec. 31,1872 . . . £10,794 16 7 | By Balance from last sccount . : . £110,477 8 8 

, Dittoon temporary loans. . Pg pe ee Sm 424 9 0 Less dividend for the half year ending June 30, 1872 98,474 4 3 
ees Ce Sy lS ee Gh BR all ea 98,295 7 9 ae 

i £12,003 4 5 

4 Amount from Revenue Account (No.4) . . . . « . ess) (96,62019 5 

Interest on moneys deposited. a octet 95 1 © 

Dividend on contingency-fund, invested in Console. 795 8 6 

3 ‘vcicaisaiaaaeiaisiiitiniy osetia 

d £109,514 13 4 £109,514 13 4 

q ey ah ae os - __ een t eS. 65 oe 

, No. 6.—RESERVED FUND. 

To Balance se te te tw te ew wt ew we ew et «)«£78,159 19 11 | By Balance from last account Pay £76,899 13 1 

Dividendson Consols. . . ... =. 1,260 6 10 

‘ £78,159 19 31 £78,150 19 1 

; a = = = —< 

; No. 7.—CONTINGENCY-FUND. 

$ To Balance. . 2... 1 1 1 ow ww ww tw cw wt «)«£50,000 0 0 | By Balancefromiastaccount ....... =... + + « £50,000 0 @ 
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No. 8.—STATEMENT OF COALS. 



























































atte . _ In Store. Received during Carbonized or In Store. 
Description of Coal. July 1, 1872. Half Year. used during Half Year. Dec. 31, 1872. 
: | 
j 
Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. 
ae dad Ko ds) BL ade i) gh, i, dg ph erm Vaca wl 25,096 186,075 182,653 28,518 
ES th ei Carre lpi Germe 4c. eee teak 6,491 10,030 11,703 | 4,818 
31,587 196,105 194,356 33,336 
No. 9.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS. 
} 
In Store | Made Used in | In Store. 
mass sa. 25 sno FH: Manufacture | Sold 2 
Description of Residual. | Ahn | tes ee ye during Half Year. | during Half Year. rs 
| | Estimated. “ . 
acon he Se eee ee eee = ae ae =e Se ee es 
Coke—chaldrons of 36 bushels , | 4,901 | 194,355 50,088 | 135,480 13,688 
Breeze—ditto . . .... | 313 | 24,951 i 23,280 1,984 
See ee 107,340 1,801,692 97,736 | 1,577,476 233,820 
Ammoniacal liquor—butts of 108 galions, , | 1,772 31,941 oe } 30,871 2,842 
_ ———————— ! —E —_ 
No. 10.—BALANCE-SHEET. 
] - 
To Capital, for balance peraccount (No.3) . . . . £133,314 19 7 | By amount invested in Three per Cent. Consols— 
Reserved fand, for amount of account (No.6) . 78,159 19 11 | on vitosie . ee ° « « «© «676,899 13 1 
Contingency-fund, ditto (No. 7) a 50,000 0 0 Contingency-fund 50,000 0 0 
5 io 5 ig Wiel. «sh: 9:, co, UG! 20,000 0 0 | Cash af bankers Teh a a ere ee ee 
Interest due to Dec 31, 1872, on bonds and debentures . . . . 10,794 16 7 | Gas and meter rental, for amount due to company, to Dec. 31,1872 223,423 1 9 
Sundry tradesmen and others, for amount due for coals, stores, &c., | Coke and other residuals, ditto. . . . . . +++ +e. 9,750 18 8 
ne . s tt oP . hc ee a ie ee 69,668 12 1 | CC. ¢ 2 ' 6. 6 6S © ic « #08 #8. 8 7,878 5 4 
Profit and loss, for balance of account (No.5) . 98,295 7 9 | ee a 32,980 4 0 
ke ee ee 8,927 10 0 
| Tar and ammoniacal liquor, ditto . i” ihe og Ae 1,338 16 3 
Sundry stores, ditto . . . . . ° 22,305 14 6 


£460,233 15 11 | 


£460,233 15 11 





We have examined the above accounts, and certify them to be correct. 


W. Hawes. ’ ‘ 
RosBert 8. Manszr. h Auditors, 


I hereby certify that the above accounts are correct, and that there are no losses or forfeitures to be deducted. 


The Governor: Never, gentlemen, since I have had the honour of occupy- 
ng this chair, as governor of the Imperial Gas Company, doI remember days | 
of such excitement and anxiety as some of those comprised in the latter half of 
1872. Lallude, of course, to that trying period when the stokers strike was at 
its height, and we were almost beginning to doubt whether we should be able | 
to maintain our contracts with the public. I shall revert to this subject before | 
I sit down, but will for the present direct your attention to the ordinary routine | 
business of the general meeting. The report and accounts have been in your | 
hands for a sufficient length of time to enable you to master their details, bat | 
there are two items in the revenue account which seem to call for some obser- | 
vations from me. ‘The first is the item of “ Salaries,” which, though separated | 
under two or three heads, does in the aggregate amount to a iarger sum than | 
it has reached on previous occasions. Some of this is, of course, due to our 
ordinary increase of business; but for. the most part.it.results from these cir- 
cumstances: In the month of October last certain members of our indoor esta- 
blishment presented a memorial to the directors, asking for an increase in their | 
salaries, on the ground of the rise which had taken place in the price of provi- 
sions and other necessaries of life. I may observe, in passing, that the im- 
portant question of salaries constantly receives the watchful care and attention 
of your directors, We endeavour so to adjust them as on the one hand never 
to over-pay, but on the other to fix such an amount of remuneration to each 
as shall secure the company thoroughly efficient and faithful officers and ser- 
vants. We therefore considered that memorial very carefully, and inquired 
what was being done in other large commercial establishments in the metro- 
polis, and though we declined to raise the salaries—clinging to the hope that 
the rise iu provisions was but of a temporary character—we nevertheless gave 
to each officer a gratuity or bonus calculated upon a per centage of his annual 
salary. To each officer whose salary did not exceed £200 a year we gave a 
bonus of 10 per cent., and to every other officer in the establishment a bonus 
of 8 per cent. I trust that our doing so will receive your sanction. ( Applause.) 
The other item upon which I have to offer a remark is that of “ Wages.” If 
you will turn to the accounts, you will find that the unprecedentedly 
high sum of £49,842 is charged for manufacturing wages during the 
half year; but that sum contains the whole or very nearly the whole of the 
cost of the stokers strike, which in round numbers, amounted to £22,000. 
Now, gentlemen, if you deduct that £22,000 from the account, you will find 
that the item for “‘ Wages” presents a very different feature to what it presents 
on the printed statement. And I think we are®justified in doing that, 
because we must look at our present accounts with reference to the accounts 
of previous years, and to do that it is perfectly legitimate to eliminate any 
abnormal and exceptional features which have never appeared before, and | 
which I trust may never occur again. I propose, therefore, todeduct £22,000 | 
as the cost of the stokers strike from the £49,842 for ‘* Wages,” and carrying | 
that out to the bottom of the account, you will find that instead of the 
balance of revenue being £96,620, it amounts to £118,620. Carrying that 
£118,620 to the right-hand side of the profit and loss account, the balance on 
that account, instead of being £98,295, will be £120,295. Now, we require 
£102,252 to pay our dividends in full. If, therefore, this additional expenditure 
had not been thrown upon us, we could not only have paid our maximum 
dividends, but could have carried over a balance of nearly £18,000. Our 
reserve-fund is deficient about £3000. Deduct that from the £18,000, and we 
should, with our reserve and contingency funds full to the hilt, and every 
sixpence of dividend paid, have carried over, but for the stokers strike, an abso- 
lute net balance of £15,000. I think, under thege circumstances, we may call 
our accounts for the last half year “ satisfactory.” So much for the past. As to 
the future, you will observe that the report it prudently silent on the subject, 
and for this reason, that we who sit on this side of the table lay no claim to 
the gift of prophecy. I wish to goodness we had a spiritualist at our board 
who would be able to forecast the state of the coal market. I am sure that 
such an exercise of his gift would have a more practically beneficial effect 
than anything the spiritualists have accomplished up to the present time. 
But, gentlemen, you will like to know, and I think also you have a right to 
know, what steps have been taken by your board in the face of things 
as they now stand. At the beginning of this year we held contracts 
for the supply of a very large quantity of coal, a quantity sufficient to 
carry us on deep into the present year. We, of course, might have allowed 
those contracts to run out, and thus, with coal at a comparatively low 
price, and coke at a high price, we might, on the 30th of June next, have pre- | 
sented accounts which, though apparently very prosperous, would in reality | 
have been very delusive. But we were informed on the very best authority | 





Cuas. H. Parkes, Official Auditor. 


that the question of coal might become a question, not of price, but of the 
absolute impossibility of getting a supply at all, and we were warned against 
allowing our contracts to run out. We communicated with our prin- 
cipal contractors, and we agreed for an increased supply of coal with 
an extended period for delivery, at a price compounded at a certain 
ratio between last year’s prices and the preposterous rate which at 
present prevails. These contracts will now extend far into 1874, but 
will not suffice entirely for all the coals required up to that period. 
We propose to watch the markets, and if we find that we must pay a high 
price for the remaining portion of the coal required, we hope to find some 
compensation in the enhanced value of coke. But if, on the contrary, the 
price of coal falls, we shall take advantage of the falling market; and I am 
thankful to say that the contracts already made are not so large in extent 
nor so high in price as to affect us to auy serious extent. I hope you will 
think our policy is a sound one. I can only say, after the gravest possible 
consideration, your directors believe they have adopted the very best course 
which, under the circumstances, they could follow. We feel, however, that 
in the face of the rise which has taken place in the cost of coal, we should 
be much to blame if we neglected any legitimate means of raising our 
revenue. In December last we gave notice to the several parishes whose 
public lamps we light of our intention to terminate existing contracts on 
June 30 next. We did so at that time for the simple reason that, whereas 
some contracts required us to give a six months notice, the Act of Parlia- 
ment of 1869 forbade us to exact more than one month’s notice, and it 
seemed extremely desirable to establish reciprocity in the contracts with 
reference to the notices for terminating them. At the same time, we told 
the several parishes that we thought it probable, in face of the rise which 
had then already taken place in the cost of coals, and the effect which it 
might have on our financial position, that we should be compelled to raise 
the price for gas supplied to the public lamps from 3s. 3d. to 3s. 9d. per 
1000 cubic feet, the price paid by ordinary private consumers. We told them, 
and told them truly, that we had at that time arrived at no foregone conclu- 
sion, and that if we could avoid it we had not the slightest desire to disturb 
existing relations. I do not, however, hesitate to say that, from the date of 
that letter, week by week and day by day, the price of coal has risen, and 
therefore what we suggested as a possibility soon became a strong en ate 
and has now arrived at almost a certainty, that from July 1 next the price we 
shall ask for the supply to the public lamps will be the same per 1000 cubic 
feet as that which is paid by private consumers. And, apart from financial 
considerations, I am prepared to assert, and do most earnestly contend, that it 
is an unjust thing, and contrary to sound principles, that gas supplied to the 
public lamps of any parish should be charged for at a less rate per 1000 cubic 
feet than that which is charged to individual consumers. It is obviously an 
injury to the revenue of the company, and pro tanto an injury to the private 
customer of the company, who has a right to expect that, as our revenue and 
profits increase, he shall obtain a diminution in the price of gas. The 
announcement which we made was at first received with a cry of indigna- 
tion, and a suggestion tnat we were about to raise the price of gas 
generally. But let the public understand this: We have not and never had the 
slightest intention to raise our price beyond 3s, 9d., and that—probably what 
the public will appreciate more—we have not the power to do so. We 
can only do it by applying to the Board of Trade, and we must make 
that application in the month of January; and it is strong evidence that we 
never had the intention to raise the price, that we have deliberately allowed 
January to lapse without making any such application. I think the public, 
therefore, should be satisfied that we have never had any intention of the sort. 
Of course, I am speaking of the present. Neither you nor I, nor the public at 
large, nor even the vestrymen of a metropolitan vestry, can tell what is going 
to happen within the next twelve months as to the price of coal. The 
Chartered Company, I dare say you are aware, have made an application to the 
Board of Trade to revise the price and the illuminating power of the gas supplied 
by them. What they are actually going to ask for I do not precisely know; we 
shall naturally watch that application and its results with considerable interest. 
During the time that coal has been almost daily rising in pticé, a srhall knot of 
parochial philosophers, culled from the metropolitan parishes, has lately been 
meeting in the parish of St. Martin—whether St. Martin-le-Grand or St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields I really don't know, and I am sure it is immaterial—and they have 
held a sort of mock Parliament, under the presidency of a gentleman named 
Adamson, a at which they have arrived at a series of resolutions. Now, for such 
of these resolutions as are a mere embodiment of the provisions of the Acts of 
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1868-9, these gentlemen can claim no credit; but there are some other resolu- 
tions which they solemnly passed, which, I think, are quite unique in their 
absurdity. They resolved that 16-candle gas ought to be supplied to the 
metropolis at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic — and that there ought to be proper 
machinery for reducing the price. I n hardly say that they omitted to 
t a corresponding machinery for a contrary state of circumstances, They 
further resolved that it was highly desirable to have testing officers and 
examiners, appointed not by the Metropolitan Board, as Parliament has decreed, 
but by each vestry and district board. No doubt there are plenty of brothers 
and cousins and nephews of vestrymen in each parish looking out for nice 
sinecure appointments in the event of these resolutions being carried into 
practical operation. These gentlemen adopted a course in their proceedings 
which I strongly recommend to committees of Parliament and to courts of 
justice in general—they heard one side of the case only; and, believe me, acting 
on ex parte statements is an admirable pian for economizing time and securing 
unanimity of decision. Gentlemen, let us be thankful that the extent oftheir power 
is not equal to the intensity of their folly, and there we may leave Mr. Adam- 
son and his little crew. ving arrived at this point, I ought to sum up my 
view of our financial position. I have sketched out briefly, but I hope tolerably 
clearly, the past, the present, and the future. Of course, the future is neces- 
sarily ae in considerable obscurity, and it is impossible to say what may 
happen. I do not for a moment deny that it is a position attended with some 
anxiety—a situation requiring care and watchfalness on the part of your direc- 
tors; but, gentlemen—take my opinion for what it is worth—I can only give 
you my individual opinion, which is, that it is not asituation which need cause 
you much apprehension as to the stability of your property. And now I pass 
away from what I may call our own domestic affairs to another subject, which 
I confess, during the last six months, has occasioned me a vast deal of amuse- 
ment, and that is the storm of patents for the manufacture of gas which have 
rained upon our devoted heads. I can only say whatever the value of these 
inventions may be, I should be most ungrateful if I did not confess how emi- 
nently useful the prospectuses have been for lighting my dining-room fire. I 
am not going to weary you with along detailed account of these inventions, 
‘but I think you should have such a short sketch of them from me as to satisfy 
you that we have not been slumbering over them. We have had the whole of 
them under consideration, and, whether right or wrong in our conclusions, I 
‘can only assure you that none have escaped our patient attention. But before I 
refer to them more particularly, I may comfort you by saying that every one 
of these inventions, if they possess any merit, must of necessity be peculiarly 
valuable to the existing gas companies. If there is anything in them no one 
can make such profitable use of them as those who already possess retort- 
houses and distributing apparatus such as we possess. Now, the first of these 
is.the patent gas—an invention of Dr. Eveleigh’s. He professes to take a ton of 
coal and to carbonize it at a very low heat. He tells us that the temperature 
should be about 600°, though, in point of fact, experience seems to prove that 
double that temperature is required for his purpose. Simultaneously he distils 
from a quantity of oil, previously obtained from about a ton and a half of coal, 
some other gas. The two gases thus separately obtained are allowed to mingle 
together, and he takes credit for thus being able to make about 13,000 cubic 
feet of 25-candle gas extremely free from sulphur. This invention strikes me 
as bearing a very strong family likeness to an invention of one Basford, 
a some years ago, but perhaps Dr. Eveleigh does not think so. The 
‘atent Gas Company submitted this invention to the investigation of Dr. Od- 
ling and Mr. Keates, and I am bound to say that no two scientific gentlemen could 
be found more thoroughly competent for the task, nor could two gentlemen of 
more scrupulous integrity have been selected; and the company deserve credit 
for the course they thus adopted. The report of these gentlemen as to the 
results of their investigation, will be found set out at length, in the JouRNAL 
or Gas LicHTING, of the 14th of January,page 17. Don’t be alarmed; I am not 
going to read it at length, though I assure you it is*well worthy of your 
perusal, They say shortly this, that as regards the slow carbonization, inas- 
much as it involves additional plant and increased cost for labour and fuel, it is 
& grave question whether it can be considered a commercial success, as con- 
trasted with the ordinary process. And as to the manufacture of gas from the 
distilled oil, they are distinctly of opinion that the thing’is a mistake, and they 
are obliged to report against it, which they do, strongly recommending the 
directors, to take their pigs—that is, their oil—to a better market. The im- 
pression which the report as a whole makes upon my mind is, that Dr. Odling 
and Mr. Keates were anxious to let their clients down as gently as they possibly 
could consistently with a conscientious discharge of their duty, nevertheless 
reporting that the combined process is not a commercial success. It has been 
tried for a considerable time at Barnet, and there, as I understand, the company 
have made a loss. Upon the report of Messrs. Keates and Odling, Mr. Randolph 
Mellor, the engineer of the Patent Gas Company, has written another report, 
and I strongly recommend you to read it. He says that nothing can be more 
satisfactory than the report of those gentlemen, for they absolutely show that 
-everything the promoters promised is realized. Very conveniently, though some- 
what strangely, he passes over the question of £ s.d. All I can say for Mr. Melior 
is, that if heis as well satisfied with the referees reportas he professes to be, he must 
bea man of a most enviably sanguine disposition—a very Mark ‘l'apley among gas 
engineers. I think it was on Feb. 5 that the Patent Gas Company held their 
meeting and produced an account of their proceedings. At that meeting the 
chairman congratulated the shareholders upon the success of their process, but 
as to Dr. Eveleigh, the inventor, he congratulated them that they had got rid 
of him. I think it is rather hard upon the doctor, for, surely, if the Patent Gas 
Company be the golden egg they declare it to be, it is somewhat cruel that the 
rent bird who laid it should be turned out of the nest he has created. But 
let that pass; and we come now to the ‘‘air gas” scheme. Ever since the 
introduction of gas, or, at all events, for the last forty years, people have been 
trying to discover some cheap aériform fluid which they could infuse with illu- 
Tinating particles by passing it over or through some volatile hydrocarbon on 
its way to the burner for consumption. But all these schemes have entirely 
failed hitherto, because gas of this description will not travel. The union 
between the aériform fluid and the illuminating particles is a mechanical and not 
a chemical combination, and in its passage through the pipes the illuminating 
particles are deposited, so that at the burner you have only a supply of atmo- 
sphere, which in London, if cheap, is certainly non-luminous, and probably 
nasty. The Air Gas Company have done nothing that we know of, up to the 
present moment, to prove that their invention isdikely to escape the fate of its 
predecessors. They propose to light upa portion of the Crystal Palace, but 
even if they should succeed in doing it, an experiment in a comparatively con- 
fined area of that sort will prove nothing as to the capability of their gas to 
travel 80 as to supply the wants of a large district. I pass on now to the “ new 
gas” scheme, and I confess that I think the promoters have selected a most 
Inappropriate name for it, for if it is wanting in one quality more than another, 
it is that of novelty. We cannot forget the invention of Donovan and of Lowe 35 
years ago; of Stephen White, in 1847 and 1849 ; of our own Messrs. Kirkham, in 
1852 ;and I should say that all these bear a marvellous family likeness to the in- 
vention represented by the New Gas Company,” though I daresay the promoters 
would deny the resemblance. This company has been enormously puffed—pro- 
digiously Good wine, they say, “needs no bush:” but anything like the 


puffed. 
poding which thiscompany have received from the press I never before witnessed. 
Even The Times, the incorruptible Jupiter of the:press, has gone out of its way, 
in the money article and City intelligence of the 6th of February, to laud the 
merits of the invention, and to give it what Sheridan, in “ The Critie,” calls “the 
paff collateral”—something in this style: “ The New Gas Company, Limited, . 





which was introduced last week, seems to have attracted general attention 
under the impression that the proposed processes may have a speedy influence 
in mitigating the difficulties now surrounding the question of lighting and 
heating. The testimony borne to it appears tobe full of encouragement, The 
fact that this system could be made available for all existing gas companies is 
one of especial .noment to the multitude of shareholders interested in such 
undertakings.” I do not know what effect this kind of puffing had upon the 
premium on the shares of the company; but I observe there is already some- 
thing like a split in the camp. Amongst other things they cited in their pro- 
spectus the opinion of an eminent gas engineer, a Mr. Gore, who certainly had 
expressed himself more or less favourable to the proposed scheme. But un- 
fortunately for the company, you will find, if you read the JournaL or Gas 
LicuTinG of the 11th of February, a most indignant letter from Mr. Gore, in 
which he utterly disclaims the use which has been made by them of his name, 
I confess it is difficult to understand what use he expected they would make 
of it; however, there is his letter, in which he gives utterance to his extreme 
disgust and indignation; and to show the value he sets on the process, he tells 
the public that “so far from the compound gas being made 40 per cent. cheaper 
than coal gas, I know that it is cheaper to make 18-candle gas with coals at 
48s. per ton than attempt to carburate water gas, even when wood and charcoal 
are comparatively cheap”—therefore he says the thing never can succeed. [ 
trust that letter will set Mr. Gore right with his brethren in the gas world, 
and I congratulate him on his not having written it soon enough to interfere 
with the applications for shares in the New Gas Company. Then there is 
another novelty—the Steam Stoker Company. We have always been of opinion 
here that some mechanical contrivance could be substituted for manual Jabour 
in charging and discharging retorts, and, carefully watching the machines of 
the Steam Stoker Company, as well as all the other machines proposed for this 
purpose, we sent our secretary and our two engineers-in-chief over to Dublin 
to.see the machines in operation there, and they thoroughly investigated the 
matter. They have made a report to us for our private instruction, which, as 
far as it goes, { cannot say is eminently satisfactory; still it shows that they 
are of opinion there is some good in it, and they strongly recommend us to 
make a trial, the more so as the commercial aspect of the affair is still wrapped 
in mystery, for they were unable to ascertain with accuracy at Dublin what is the 
money value of the apparatus as compared with hand labour. We have re- 
solved, upon their recommendation, to give it a fair trial at Fulham, and shall 
devote one entire retort-house and a separate gasholder to the purpose, in the 
hope of solving the problem whether the invention is of as much value as 
soine people attach to it. And now, gentlemen, I think I have disposed of all the 
patents which have been brought under our attention, and can only hope that 
the next six months will not be so prolific in this direction as the last. I turn 
now to a topic which has necessarily engaged the attention of every one, and 
especially of every one connected with gas-works—I mean the stokers strike. 
Prior to November, 1871, we were paying wages to our scoop men at the rate 
of 34s. to 35s. per week, and to our stokers 32s. to 33s. On the 8th of November, 
1871, we raised these wages, and gave our scoop men 383s, 6d, and our stokers 
36s. 2d. per week. That advance was received by the men with the live- 
liest expressions of gratitude. On the night in question they greeted 
the announcement with three cheers, and “all went merry as a mar- 
riage bell.” So matters went en for a certain length of time, until we 
found that the temper of the men was getting very bad, and that their 
work was being done in a slovenly and disgraceful way. The men became 
very careless; they only half filled their scoops, and there were symptoms of a 
mutinous spirit amongst them. Early in October, 1872, we received an appli- 
cation from them for a rise of wages and for the abolition of Sunday labour. 
It was written on a dirty piece of paper, and handed to Mr, Kirkham, at Ful- 
ham, without any signature attached, and under circumstances which made 
it, we thought, undeserving of notice. A fortnight afterwards the men at the 
Shoreditch works came forward and demanded of Mr. Clark an answer to their 
letter. “ What letter?” said Mr. Clark. “The letter we sent a fortnight ago,” 
they said. “ Well, I cannot give you an answer, at all events now,” said Mr. 
Clark. “If you do not give us an answer we shall go,” they replied; and, 
after an angry interchange of words, they walked off. This was followed by 
the men at Fulham going away. On the next day—Sunday—a man who 
called himself the secretary of the Stokers Union presented himself, and said 
he regretted very much that the strike had taken place, and that it never 
would have done so if he had been in London; that it was quite against their 
rules to have a strike without having previously put their demands in writing, . 
and asked for a conference. He stated, moreover, that if the men were satisfied 
they would have a conference they would return to their work. Mr. Hen’ 
Clark, the sub-engineer at Shoreditch, who was on the works at the time, said, 
“J will undertake that you sball have a conference,” and the men returned 
to their work. Accordingly, on the following Friday, six of the men hada 
conference with the directors. We purposely arranged that there should be 
only two or three directors present, so that the men should not be over- 
awed, and might feel free to state their case fully and clearly. They were 
invited and encouraged to do so. First of all they asked for a rise of 
wages, saying that the price of provisions was so high that they could no longer 
exist upon what they had. They also asked for the abolition of Sunday labour. 
We discussed that question with them, and showed them that it was impossible 
to abolish it entirely at the Imperial works. I need not give you the reasons 
but they were stated to the men, who readily acquiesced in them. And I may 
say here that I should be doing injustice to these men if I did not admit that. 
their appearance and demeanour was most creditable, and that they conducted 
their part of the proceedings at the interview in a most intelligent and proper 
manner. They then said that, if Sunday labour could not be absolutely abo- 
lished, they thought the men should have “ time and a half” on Sundays—z.e., 
payment at the rate of 50 per cent. more than for the same amount of labour 
on any week day, We listened to their statements, and told them that in the 
course of a few days they should have an answer, upon which they retired. 
In the result, we conceded their demands, and I will tell you why. We 
thought, every one of us, that their wages were quite sufficient; nevertheless 
we agreed to the rise for these reasons. We felt sure that if we refuseda 
strike would take place, and we well knew what a tremendous loss and incon- 
venience this would occasion to the public at large; under these circumstances, 
we thought it most important that we should have the sympathy of the public 
with us. We knew that a vast number of well-meaning people would very 
charitably be in favour of a rise in the wages of the stokers, and we also knew 
that a great many persons (amongst whom we ourselves may be included) 
think it very wrong to employ any man in work on Sunday if it is possible to 
dispense with his services on that day. We felt that these sympathies might 
be enlisted with the men, and we thought it was extremely desirable not to 
give them this advantage over us, leaving the men to base their strike—which 
we knew to be inevitable—upon some ground with which the reasonable por- 
tion of the community could have no sympathy at all. We fully expected that 
the next demand would be that we should eject from our premises every man 
who was not in connexion with their union, and though t was not exactl 
the form it ultimately took, it amounted to very much the same thing; at 
events, we knew the next demand would be for something which it would be 
impossible to concede, unless we meant entirely to abrogate our duties as mas- 
ters. We imagined (and I smile now as I look back upon our innocence) that 
the Home Office was responsible for the order, well being, and general good 
management of the metropolis; so we wrote a letter to the Secretary of State. 
for the Home Department—not asking him for advice, but simply stating the 
facts as they existed, for his guidance. The letter wasas follows:— ' 
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Imperial Gaslight and Coke Com; , 33, John Street, Bedford Row, 
Py Oot 22, 1872" 


Sir,—The directors of the Imperial Gas Company think it right to inform you that on 
Saturday evening, the 5th inst., the company were subjected to a simult strike on 
the part of the stokers employed at two of their principal manufactories, from which a 
oS of the m lis is lighted with gas. 

alleged excuse for strike was a demand on the part of the men for the aboli- 
tion of Sunday labour, with 14 days pay for 13 days work, and an increase of 50 per cent. 
upon that rate for the day’s pay in the case of every man who was required to work on 
8 There had already been within the year a rise of wages amongst the 
stokers, amounting in the ageregate to £5000 a year, and the directors naturally hesi- 
tated to accede to this fresh demand. : 

The total abolition of Sunday labour at the Imperial Gas- Works is practically impossible, 
but no man has ever been held under any obligation to work ist his own wish on 
that.day. Absence simply involved the loss of the day’s pay. e introduction of the 
Sunday labour question, on the present occasion, is merely a colourable mode of de- 
manding an increased rate of pay. i 

The position of all the London gas companies is such as to make any resistance to a 
well organized combination on the part of the stokers extremely difficult. No gas com- 
pany can supply its district at this season of the year for 48 consecutive hours from its 

, and without making fresh gas. If, therefore, any single company, or any com- 
bination of companies, is compelled to resist the unjustifiable demands of their men, 
there ensues the almost absolute certainty of their lighting district being thrown into 
darkness if the men strike work. 

The directors of this company, feeling the great responsibility which rests npon them 
of suffering the large district they light to be suddenly vas egy of gas, have felt them- 
selves compelled to yield to the above-mentioned demands of their men, whose places 
they could not readily, or at all events without a considerable lapse of time, supply. 
They have now reason to believe that the past demands are likely to be followed by 
others of a still more intolerable character. 

For inst , the directors have already had intimation that, in order to prevent the 
possibility of their supplying the places of their present workmen by the introduction 
of others, the men will strike in a body, unless it be agreed that no men shall be here- 
after employed on the works who do net belong to the workmen’s union ; and it has also 
been resolved by the unionists that they will not continue to work with those very few 
who, in the late emergency, remained faithful to their employers. 

If the disputes between masters and men were confined to a mere matter of wages, the 
directors feel that they should not be justified in troubling you with what might pro- 
perly be considered the private affairs of the company ; but they have already conceded 
more than circumstances warrant, and they feel that to yield to the demands which are 
sure to follow immediately, would, in fact, amount to a relinquishment on the part of 
the directors of almost all the authority which they now exercise over their men, and 
practically make them the servants of their workmen. The directors feel, as before 
stated, the heavy onsibility which rests upon them, if a great part of London be 
suddenly thrown Bay emmy but they foresee they will be driven to resistance, and they 
know the inevitable consequence. The lighting of the streets is a matter of such vital 
public importance, and is so closely connected with the police of the metropolis, that 
the directors of the Imperial Gas Company have conceived it to be their duty to = the 
Home the earliest notice of their pending difficulties. Should you desire to 
have any personal communication with the directors upon this important subject, some 
of them will wait upon you on any day you may please to name.—I have the honour to 
be, sir, your most obedient servant, (Signed) H. Cuuss, 4 

e Right Hon. H. Austen Bruce, M.P., Secretary of State 
for the Home Department. 

Now, gentlemen, I am almost ashamed to confess that, though I did not expect 
a letter of thanks to us for this communication, I did think we should receive 
something like a courteous acknowledgment of the warning we conveyed. I 
think you will do us the justice to say that we did not ask for advice. What! 
Ask advice of that departmentas to the management of our men, after the mise- 
rable vacillating policy they have displayed in the matter of the Parks Bill? 
Never. Gentlemen, I do declare that such an idea never entered into our minds, 
and yet hear what was the reply six days afterwards :— 
x Whitehall, Oct, 28, 1872. 

Sir,—I am directed by Mr. Soonetiny Bruce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22nd inst., reporting that the Imperial Gas Company were subjected, on the 5th 
inst., to a simultaneous ke on the part of the stokers employed at two of their prin- 
cipal manufactories, from which a large portion of the metropolis is lighted with gas ; 
and I am to acquaint you in reply that the Secretary of State cannot in any way inter- 
fere in the dispute between the company and the men in their employ.—I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, (Signed) Henry WINTERBOTHAM, 


ey, Sve, and altogether beside the point—as apt an illustration of the 
double meaning of the word “ impertinent,’ as anything I ever read. I ought 
to do Mr. Bruce himself the justice to say that he was out of town at the 
time, and is, therefore, not personally responsible for the style of the letter. I 
believe his bitterest enemies, if he has any, will admit that he is a thorough 
English gentleman to the backbone, and such a character precludes the pos- 
ity of his being the actual writer of the reply I have read. Well, so matters 
went on; the temper of the men continued as bad as bad could be, and we found, 
a8 we expected, that the “time and a half” pay for Sundays led to the men 
doing inefficient work on Friday and Saturday, so as to secure employment on 
the day which they professed a desire to secure for their own religious duties, 
and for thecareand instruction of their families. On the 29th of November, at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, a coke-loader at Fulham, who was backing coke upon 
the heap, was desired by the foreman to shift a plank, a service which was 
strictly within the scope of his duty. He flatly refused to doit. The engineer 
was called; he came, and upon the man again refusing, he at once sent him 
about his business—a step which met with our cordial approbation, as] am sure 
it will do with yours. No sooner was this done than 25 coke-backers in the 
yard threw down their sacks, and left the works. In going out, they met the 
ight gang of stokers coming on duty, to whom they communicated what had 
en place, whereupon the whole of these stokers declared they would not 
come on work till the cokeman was restored to his situation. Mr. Kirkham, 
of course, refused their demand, but he said, “I will give you ten minutes to 
consider the step you are taking.” At the end of that time, they still refused 
to go to work, and the gates were closed upon them. The tocsin had sounded; 
the conflict bad begun. We accordingly sent all over London to get men to 
take the places of the men who had gone out, and I am bound to say 
that Messrs. Aird and Sons, Messrs. Docwra and Son, and’ Messrs. West- 
wood and Wrights, gave us such an amount of assistance in our then 
exigency as to have established a good claim on their part to your 
gratitude. Men came to us from all quarters, some of them necessarily very 
unfit for the work. On the next day every man at the company’s Haggerston 
works quitted the place, and this was followed by a partial strike at the St. 
Pancras works. Our position was, therefore, most critical, and we required a 
very —_ number of hands; some came to us from very long distances, and 
they. bad to be conveyed to and fro in vans guarded by the police. We had to 
provide waggon loads of cocked provisions and large quantities of beer, so that 
as the evening wore on our works presented more than anything else the ap- 
pearance of a regiment bivovacked for the night. I said many men who came 
to us were unfit for the work, but they were all certainly good hands at eating; 
and I am not wrong in saying that some of them could take seven mealsa day. 
Subsequently a strike took place at several other metropolitan gas-works, espe- 
cially at the large works of the Chartered, and this, of course, increased this 
company’s difficulties. But, by dint of great exertion, matters got somewhat 
better, as the engineers were able to discover among the new men, who were 
competent and who were not. We were determined, as the strikers had forced 
the conflict upon us; that we would achieve a victory, and, though it has cost 
us @ jarge suin of money, we did achieve it. No sooner did the first streak of 
dayli ght show above the horizon after the dark hours of the strike, and the 
men to see that they were thoroughly beaten, than Mr. Kirkham re- 
ceived an intimation that numbers of the men who had left were ready to 
come back again. Indeed, Mr. Kirkham, who knows his men well, said trom 
the first he believed that two-thirds of them had no desire at all to strike, but 
they had not the moral courage to say “ No” when ordered to go out by the 











union men. They went out as a body, but they soon began in detachments to 
pray to be taken back again. With regard to taking these men on again, we 
said to our engineers, who had shown themselves right competent to manage 
matters during the crisis, “Take a carte blanche and re-employ such of these 
men as you think proper, but give the first turn to those new men who came in 
and assisted you; secondly, give the preference to non-union men; thirdly, 
weed out the blackguards from your list; and fourthly, exact from every 
man a weekly contract, binding him to give’seven days notice before 
leaving his werk.” For my own part, I do not attach much importance to 
these weekly contracts. We never had them before, and in the case of the 
Chartered pany, where they were in existence, they did not prevent a 
strike. Then, again, we cared not to punish the general body of these poor 
fellows; they are for the most part more like children than responsible men, 
and are wholly influenced by their leaders, a set of infernal rascals, who gene- 
rally themselves contrive to escape the punishment which is theirdue. We 
never said, as some have said, who have been praised by the press for their 
heroic resolution, “ We will never take any of these men back again.” We 
have been blamed for not taking that course, but I will tell you why we did not. 
We thought it was an extremely foolish resolve to make, and an idle threat to 
utter; because we knew that if we refused to employ Thomas Evans at any of 
our works, there was nothing to prevent his obtaining work as John Smith 
elsewhere, for there are no means of identification unless we had a man planted 
for the purpose at every station in London. We also felt that if we refused to 
take back any of these men, we were simply injuring ourselves by rejecting 
the services of men who, however weak and deficient in moral courage, were 


] worth employing, and would do well enough if left alone by the knaves who 


profess to regulate their proceedings. And now, gentlemen, the most gratify- 
ing part of my duty is to mention to you the names of those to whose activity 
and energy we are indebted for the victory we have achieved. The report tells 
you how deeply grateful we are to the three firms there mentioned for the 
efficient aid they rendered us. But we have our own officers to thank. First in 
order of ae age and second to none in energy, stands our secretary, Mr. 
Chubb. In his presence I will say no more than that he more than fully 
realized the high expectations we formed of him when first we presented him 
for your approval for the post he now so ably fills. Then there is Mr. Joseph 
Clarke, our engineer at St. Pancras and Shoreditch; Mr. Kirkham, at Fulham; 
Mr. Thomas Hersey, our chief out-door inspector. These gentlemen did all that 
mortal men could do, and I think no set of men better deserve your thanks for 
services well rendered. Of our friend Mr. Thomas Kirkham, I think I am correct 
in saying that when I saw him on the Tuesday night he had not lain down for 
a single instant’s rest since the commencement of the strike on the previous 
Friday evening, and it was with difficulty I could then persuade him to take a few 
hours scanty repose upon a mattres laid upon the floor of the testing-house. 
I must also say of Mr. John Clarke, the resident engineer at St. Pancras, and’ 
of Mr. Henry Clarke, sub-engineer ut Shoreditch; as well as of Mr, Fredk. 
M‘Minn, sub-engineer at Fulham, that they exerted themselves nobly to meet the 
difficulties of our position. I think it right to anticipate what you would 
otherwise probably suggest, by saying that your directors have presented to 
each of these gentlemen some gift as an acknowledgment for their great services: 
on the occasion. We did not pretend to offer such gifts as might be considered 
an adequate pecuniary recompense for what they bad done, for allow me to say 
that such services as they rendered at such a crisis are not to be measured by 
a money standard; but we offered them as complimentary marks of our estimate 
of their services, and Iam happy to say they are received in the same spirit, 
and that these gentlemen are well satisfied with what we have done. But 
allow me to say that they still await their best reward in your approval. Are 

ou satisfied with the ability and energy they oe ? (Great applause.) 

here are some other officers of the company whom I might name, and who have 
not been passed over ,by us; indeed, I may say that one and all, from my’ 
friend on my right (Mr. Chubb) to the humblest lamplighter at weekly wages, 
helped to lift the good ship Imperial over the shoals by which she was sur- 
rounded, and it is to their exertions that you owe the triumph we have 
achieved—the preservation of your property, and the prosperity of the company. 
I beg to move—* That the report and accounts, which have been now read, be 
received and entered on the minutes.” 

Mr. Curist1r seconded the motion, which was put to the vote, and carried’ 
unanimously. 

The GovERNOR moved a formal resolution, declaring the following dividends 
for the half year—viz., at the rate of 10 per cent. on £1,560,000 consolidated 
stock, 7 per cent. on 52,000 £12 10s. shares fully paid up, and 7 per cent. on 
26,000 £12 10s. shares (1872), upon which £5 per share had been paid on 
Nov. 1 last, all payable on March 1. 

Mr. CHRISTIE seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

The GovERNoR proposed a resolution authorizing the directors to borrow on 
mortgage or bond, under the powers conferred by the Imperial Gas Act, 1869, 
an amount not exceeding £81,500. 

Mr. R. Tempie FRERE seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The governor having vacated the chair, Mr. Christie was called on to pre- 
side, and a resolution was cordially and unanimously adopted re-electing Mr. 
Richards governor of the company for the next three years. The governor 
having resumed his seat, the deputy-governor, Mr. Watson, and the other 
retiring directors, Sir C. W. Blunt, Bart., Mr. Black, Mr. Elliott, and Mr. Frere, 
were severally re-elected. The retiring auditor, Mr. Hawes, was also re-elected. 

This concluded the business of the ordinary general meeting. 

A Special General Meeting was then held for the purpose of considering, 
and, if so determined, of approving the bill now before Parliament to authorize 
an amalgamation between this company and all or any of the other metropo- 
litan gas companies. 

The Governor said the object of the bill was to obtain similar powers to 
those possessed by the Chartered Company for amalgamating with other com- 
panies. For some time past the Board of Trade had evinced an anxiety to see 
the principle of amalgamation carried out among the companies, and the direc- 
tors of this company thought it prudent to introduce this bill to enable them, 
if opportunity arose, to carry out some such scheme. To his great surprise the 
bill seemed to be threatened with considerable opposition, and many petitions. 
against it had been presented, some of them alleging that the Imperial Com- 
pany was a large enough and ought not to be allowed to absorb any other 
undertakings. The most amusing feature of the case, however, was the fact 
that the Chartered Company had presented a petition against the bill, which, 
for viciousness and recklessness of assertion, was matchless. They alleged that 
the Beckton works were erected for the purpose, amongst others, of supplying 
the Imperial Company with gas, and that it would be altogether prejudicial to 
the Chartered Company’s interests that the Imperial Company should have 
power to amalgamate with any one else. In fact, they wished to keep the power 
of amalgamation all to themselves. At the same time they said that they had 
themselves amalgamated with other companies, greatly to the interest of the 
public. Ifso, the Imperial Company hoped that any amalgamation into which 
they might enter would be fruitful in the same results. At the present moment 
all the company sought was the power to do so hereafter, if a desirable oppor- 
tunity arose. ving read the clauses in the bill, the governor moved that it 


be approved. 

Mr, Curistie seconded the moticn. 

Mr. SayWELL said he was opposed to the measure because he could not see 
that any advantage could accrue to the company by an amalgamation.. It was 
true the proprietors were not now asked.to approve of an amalgamation, yet by 
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passing the resolution they would be giving sanction to the principle of amal- 
gamation. To him it appeared that it would be a great mistake, and would 
strengthen the cry so often raised about gas companies being great monopolies. 
He believed the policy of gas companies was not to go to Parliament at all, 
except under the pressure of real necessity. If they required to raise more 
capital, then such an application was legitimate ; but looking at the position of 
this company, and seeing the admirable and successful way in which it wes con- 
ducted, it seemed impossible to believe that any advantage could arise by 
obtaining power to associate themselves with other companies. The introduc- 
tion of the bill had occasioned much uneasiness in the minds of some of the 
shareholders, who thought the directors should be content to ‘‘ let well alone.” 
The only argument the chairman had employed to justify it was that the bill 
would give satisfaction to the Board of Trade, but really this was no argument 
at all. It was conceivable that amalgamation between two or three small com- 
Pacer would be desirable, but in the case of a great company like this he be- 
ieved it would only result in disadvantage. One thing was certain—it would 
ive the oe Board of Works an advantage they did not now possess. 
eir great difficulty in. attempting to interfere in gas matters hitherto had 
been that there were several companies to deal with, but if these companies 
became united in one, and their now various interests became identical, the 
Board would be better able to carry out their object of getting possession of the 
whole on unfair terms. He remembered that when the board formerly offered 
terms for this acquisition, it was on the basis of 6 per cent. Surely it was not 
desirable to furnish them with a temptation to renew their efforts to get posses- 
sion of the gas supply of the metropolis, 

Mr. LANGDALE thought the less this ——e had to do with other com- 
panies the better. They were doing well, their affairs were admirably managed, 
and he feared they would only get into complications by this attempt to acquire 
power to amalgamate. He was convinced that their wisdom and safety lay in 
doing their own business, and preserving their independence. 

Mr. Lyon: If the bill passes, shall we have the opportunity to express our 
opinions in reference to any amalgamation which may be proposed ? 

The GovERNOR: We pledge ourselves that you shall have that opportunity. 

Mr. LanecpaLe: Are we bound to enter into an amalgamation if the bill 
passes ? 

The Governor : Certainly not. 

Mr, Lancparz: Then will it not be time enough to promote such a bill if 
ever the Board of Trade should suggest the propriety of amalgamation ? 

The Governor: We think it better to anticipate the possibility of the Board 
of Trade demanding from us the course of action which they Lose so much 
countenanced and approved in the Chartered Company. 

The motion was then put, and, upon a show of hands, the GoveRNoR declared 
it to be carried by a very large majority. 

A eordial vote of thanks was given to the directors for the admirable way in 
which they had administered the affairs of the society, and to the officers of the 
company for their conduct. 

erat OVERNOR acknowledged the compliment, and the proceedings ter- 
minated. 





WEST HAM GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held at the Company's Offices, Union Street, Stratford, on Friday, Feb. 23— 
Captain R. W. Petry, R.N., in the chair. 


The foilowing report for the half year ending the 31st of December was 
presented :— 


The directors have the pleasure of submitting to the shareholders the audited state- 
ment of accounts for the half-year ending Dec. 81, 1872. The rental for the half year, 
notwithstanding the reduction in the price of gas from J uly 1, 1872, exceeds that of the 
corresponding period of 1871 by the sum of £453 13s. 2d. ‘The profit for the half year is 
£4664 7s. 9d., which, together with £1740 6s. 1ld., the unappropriated amount brought 
forward from the preceding half year, makes the available balance £6404 14s. 8d. Out 
of this sum the directors have set aside £100 towards the leasehold redemption fund; 
from the balance they d the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum on the paid-up capital of the company, free of income-tax. The directors 

to announce that since the ts were bal d the mortgage has been paid off. 
by rotation are Mr. C. W. Tanner and Mr. John F. Nicholson, 
Mr. J. Self is the retiring auditor, 








The directors retirin 
who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 
and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 





Dr. Profit and Loss, for Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. Cr. 
ee - £7,323 16 11; Rental . . . . . . .£13014 311 
Wages . ... . . 1,826 13 10 | Coke, breeze, tar, and other 
Purifying materials . ‘ 16913 6} products... . . . 4,22613 1 
Repair and maintenance of Interest . bill 9 

works, mains, meters, ser- 
vice-pipes, &c. , . :. 1,188 4-7 | 
Lighting, cleaning, extin- | 
guishing, and repairing 
ct os lating, Yak om 806 12 3| 
Salaries, directors and audi- | 
tors fees, and collector’s | 
eommission . .-. . 1,022 9 8) e 
eet, a 237 10 0} 
ee 17 2 6] 
Rent, rates, andtaxes . 680 6 11) 
Printing, stationery, adver- | 
tising, and other general | 
¢c gt ae ne lh re 164 14 11} 
Bad anddoubtful debts . . 3465 «8! 
Meters, amount written off . 116 10 3| 
ae +6 «4 @ e 4,664 7 9} > 
tian 1 pee eee 
£17,252 8 9) £17,252 8 9 

Dr. Baiance-Sheet, Dec. 31, 1872.' Cr. 
Capital— | Works, plant, &c. . £97,513 8 5 

16,000 shares, £5 per |Stcckof coals... . . 1,639 6 5 

sharepaid . . . .£80,000 0 0/| Ditto coke, breeze, tar, &c. . 623 7 0 

10,000 shares, £1 per Consols— 

share paid o « « SSN 0 OC) Reserve-fund invested . 6,653 14 0 
Amount paid on account of Leasehold redemption- 
second call of £1 10s. per | fund invested . : 203 18 6 
share, due Jan. 10, 1873 436 10 0! Amount due from sundry per- 
Mortgageloan. . . . 9,500 0 ©| sons for gas, coke, breeze, 
Reserve-fund . s « 6 ¢ Gree S 8). Se Oe. . .:. 2: 0 - Sees 
Leasehold redemption-fund . 207 16 3} Cash at bankers, &c. . 1,275 14 8 
Amount due to sundry per- 
x, ee Be ee 3,941 11 8 
U imed dividends . 23 311 
ce, June30, 
872 -£5,790 6 11 


Less dividend to 

June 80, 1872. 4,050.0 0 

1,740 6 11 

Profit and loss, ” | 
31,1872 | 4,664 7 9 

————— 640414 8 


£117,273 2 2 





£117,273 2.2 


The report was received and adopted, the dividend recommended therein’ 
declared, and the retiring directors ae auditor reappointed. 





DOVER GAS COMPANY. 

A Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held on Tuesday, 
March 4—W. R. Mow 1, Esq., J.P., in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Fielding) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, 

The Gasman said there were matters to come before the shareholders of 
more than ordinary importance, and he hoped they would be discussed without 
any approach to personal feeling. The directors of the compeay had but one 
object in view—an object that branched into three divisions. , they had 
to protect the property entrusted to their care; eee to see that the con- 
sumers only paid a fair price for the gas manufactured; and thirdly, to deal 
justly and fairly with the lessees. He thought he might say, after the corre- 
spondence and interviews that had taken place between the lessees and the 
directors, that those features had governed the conduct of the latter. It was 
scarcely necessary for him to say that the price of coal was. now far beyond 
what any man imagined it would be twelve months ago, and in consequence of 
the advance the interests of all parties Lad been materially affected because of 
the increased.cost of making gas. Since the report of the directors had been 
published a notice had been issued intimating that a special general meeting 
wonld be called, and it seemed to the directors desirable that the policy they 
sketched out when they drew up their report should not be adhered to, as there 
were portions of the document about which there would be no question, and 
others that would give rise to a difference of opinion. It was therefore pro- 
posed that the first portion of the report should now be read, and the remainder 
when the meeting was made a special one. The first portion was as follows:— 

We have to report a slight decrease in the quantity of gas supplied to private consumers 
during the past half year, but the profit and loss account shows a sufficient ce to 
enable the same dividend to be d d as was paid for the previous half year, and we 
accordingly recommend that a dividend at the rate of 64 per cent. per annum be declared. 
The coal store alluded to in our last report having been inspected by Mr. Kirkham and 
found satisfactorily constructed, we have paid the managers the price at which they 
tendered to erect it, Reports from Mr. Kirkham and Messrs. Anderson and Jones, and 
the usual accounts, accompany. 
This was the report which the directors now presented to the general meeting, 
and he (the chairman) wished it to be distinctly understood that they were not 
desirous of preventing a full discussion, for which, indeed, they were quite pre- 

red when the remainder of the report was submitted to the special meeting. 

e a that the report be adopted and that a dividend of 64 per cent. be 
declared. 

Mr. R. H. Jones (one of the lessees) said it was something very unusual for 
@ report that had been adopted after careful consideration by the directors, and 
which had been printed and circulated, to be brought to a meeting like that 
and altered by the withdrawal of a large portion of its contents. There might 
be an ulterior object in view, and he regretted to say that he could see such 
an object. He demanded that the report should be read in its entirety, and he 
made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. CasTeLLo supported Mr. Jones, as he considered that otherwise the 
shareholders would not have a fair opportunity of discussing the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN said the directors wished to give every opportunity for dis- 
cussion to the sliarebolders, and Mr. Castello was mistaken in thinking other- 
wise. They had no ulterior object, and they were advised to take the course 
he had sketched out in order to prevent confusion. 

Mr. Jones said that when he referred to ulterior objects he referred to facts. 
The chairman aud directors of the gas company had been canvassing for 
proxies for the extraordinary general meeting, and they were therefore 
pared to carry anything at that meeting. There was a kind of understanding 
that neither party should ‘canvass for proxies; and he declined to canvass, 
because he considered the question was one of such importance that the share- 
holders should discuss it in person at that meeting. If they took the report— 
the mutilated report just read—they would be shut out from considering any 
portion of the original report at the extraordinary meeting. If they accepted 
the report, as just read, they would be blocked by proxies at the extraordinary 
meeting to be held afterwards. He asked the directors either to withdraw the 
proxies, or consider the report in its entirety. 

meme seconded the amendment, which, on a show of hands, was 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN accordingly read the remainder of the report, as follows:— | 

You will observe, in the report from the last-named: gentlemen, allusions to the con- 
tinued high price of coal, the effects those prices have had, and the measures they have 
adopted to meet the loss incurred thereby, by reducing the p With reference to 
this statement, we regret to be obliged to say that, having employed Mr. Kirkham and 
Mr. Alexander Bottle to test the pressure afforded by the gers at various intervals 
each day during the past week, their reports to us show that they have been almost ine 
variably considerably below the pressure which should have been afforded in pursuance 
of the contract of management; but in consequence of the election by Messrs. Anderson 
and Jones to surrender their contract (presently alluded to), we do not now wish to 
make any further remarks on this subject. ; 


The CHarrMan (interruptirg himself in the reading of the report) said that 
Messrs. Anderson and Jones informed the directors that it was their intention 
to reduce the pressure of gas throughout the town and the illuminating quality 
of the gas. These were contingencies which the directors were most anxious. 
to avoid, because they knew well that such a sad state of things would bring 
about a great deal of inconvenience and many complaints. However, it was 
found that the pressure was growing less and less—painfully less, in fact—and 
the reports to the directors were to the effect that on the next Saturday ie 
would be even further diminished. Already the gentleman in charge of the 
Admiralty pier had written to them, making the alarming statement that 
during the night he was obliged to employ a boy with a ladder to light the 
lamps one after another as they went out through the low pressure. Then 
they found out the unwisdom of having leased their works. If the works had 
been in their own hands, in the interests of the consumers and the company, 
they would have given the necessary pressure. 

Mr. R. H. Jones: And raised the price. 

The CHAIRMAN continued: It then occurred to the directors, sitting as a 
board, that probably they were not getting what they ought to get, and, there- 
fore, they wrote for their skilled adviser, Mr. Kirkham, the manager of the 
Imperial Gas-Works, under whose advice they were then acting. He found 
that the contractors were not giving the company more than three-quarters of 
the pressure they were entitled to under the deed, and the directors at once 
gave Messrs. Anderson and Jones notice that unless ‘the gas was brought up to 
the standard the penalties to which they were subjected would be put in force. 
That, in connexion with other matters, brought about an improvement in the 

ressure. Then they were told that the quality of the gas would be reduced. 

n order to be on terms of equality with the contractors, the directors had 
ordered an instrument by means of which the quality of the gas could be 
tested from time to time. He believed: they would find that the gas which 
Messrs. Anderson and Jones were bound to supply would be of a quality suffi- 
cient to belp them over the difficulty in which they were now placed. The 
directors would like to give the consumers a pressure, but as the works 
were out of their hands they could not doit. The report proceeded :— 

The' managers report also contains a statement that they elect to surrender their 
engagement with the = if the full term had expired) agreeably to the secre- 
tary’s letter of the 12th inst. t letter was written in reply to an application from the 
managers for an increase in the price paid to them for manufacture of gas, and intimated 
that we should advise you, at ensuing special meeting, that it was inexpedient for 
the company to increase the price, by their contract, specified to be ‘paid to them for 
maoufactute; but that, in view of a probable continuance for'some time of high prices 
for coal, and in the desire to afford them a means of escape from obligations com- 
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plained of as becoming serious to them, we were willing to advise the shareholders to 
afford the relief sted in our last report of accepting a surrender of their contract, 
in case they were desirous of terminating the same) at the expiration of not less than 
our months notice. Messrs. Anderson and Jones having elected:to act upon this sug- 

gestion, we propose at once en into negotiation with them for settling the details 

of surrender of their contract on the Ist day of July next. And if such terms are 

a special menting ers will be called to consider the subject, and if the surren- 

der is confirmed by the sh P 


e sharehold de for the future management of the 
comeay? business. In compliance with a requisition we receiv 
num 





ed from the statutory 
of shareholders, an extraordinary meeting has been called, to follow immediately 
upon the half-yearly meeting, to consider the price of gas, but in consequence of the 
decision the managers have come to, we do not anticipate that any proposals will be made 
at such meeting. The subject is engaging our anxious consideration, 
The CHarrMaN then proposed the adoption of the entire report. t 
Mr. R. H. Jones said he would say a word or two about pressure. He might 
say that such a course was not adopted by them until after many vain attempts 
to get some redress from the directors in their present unfortunate position. 
They hesitated to reduce the pressure, and it went hard against the grain to do 
so. But he asked the meeting to place themselves in a position in which they 
were bound to supply an article, and that article now could only be supplied at 
a loss; was it not reasonable to suppose they would curtail the loss as much as 
possible? This was what he and his partner did, and they only arrived at this 
decision after due deliberation. With reference to what had been said about 
the Admiralty Pier, it was really a question which did not come within the 
province of the meeting, but there was a gentleman present who was officially 
connected with the Admiralty pier, and he knew that the main running along 
the pier had been too smal! for years, and they had had to keep up a larger 
supply of gas than would supply the whole of the town and port of Dover, 
simply to overcome the engineering difficulty of supplying the Admiralty Pier, 
r. CASTELLO said he thought they were assuming that Messrs. Anderson 
and Jones had surrendered their contract, and they had done nothing of the 
sort. It appeared to him that Messrs. Anderson and Jones had been watching 
the signs of the signs, and they declined to repeal their contract. When they 
took it no one for an instant assumed that coals would reach the price they now 
had, and he believed that nearly every contract for gas depended upon the price of 
coal. It would seem very hard, therefore, he thought, if the shareholders refused 
to consider the application of Messrs. Anderson and Jones. It seemed from 
what he understood that they had not surrendered their contract, but had three 
or four years longer to run, and they were obliged, in the present state of the 
coal market, to ask for an increase in the selling price of gas. Supposing they 
resigned the contract, and the directors undertook the management, he did not 
think, considering the present state of the coal market, they could supply 
better or cheaper gas than Messrs. Anderson and Jones. He assumed that the 
price of gas must be raised, and he, therefore, proposed as an amendment— 
That the report of the directors now read be received, and that they be and 
are hereby requested to terminate the present contract of management with 
Messrs. Anderson and Jones on the Ist day of July next, and to enter into 
another contract providing for 14-candle gas and an increase of 6d. per 1000 to 
be paid to the managers so long as coals exceed 24s. per ton at the gas-works, 
with a reduction of one penny oe 1000 for every shilling reduction in the cost 
of coals below 24s.” From what he could gather, he fancied the directors 
thought the profits of Messrs. Anderson and Jones were a little more than what 
they were entitled to, and that, in consideration of this, they must be held to 
their contract, but once more he repeated, taking into consideration the present 
state of the coal trade, he was of opinion that it would be unfair to ask them 
to do so, especially after these two gentlemen had so prosperously carried on the 
affairs of the company, and raised it from nothing to a successful concern, 
A SHAREHOLDER, who was a former director of the company, seconded the 
amendment. 
The CuarrMan said that, acting under the advice of the secretary, he should 
decline to put the amendment to the vote. 
After some conversation on this ruling, 

_ Mr, AnpgERson said he thought that, in the interests of himself and partner, 
it was highly necessary that he should say a few words, because the chairman 
had not only read the report of the directors, but had accompanied it by a very 

ng speech, in which he spoke of the unwisdom of the company having leased 

e works to the contractors. Prima facie that was the case, but with this 
remarkable exception, that had the works been in the hands of the directots 
they would have had to do as other companies had done throughout the kingdom 
during the last six months, and were doing at the present time—raise the price 
of gas; and if they had done what Messrs. Anderson and Jones asked them to 
do, the question of reducing the pressure would never have arisen. The chairman 
talked of the unwisdom of leasing the works. He (Mr. Anderson) denied the 
eorrectness of the remark. It was a most sensible act for the directors to lease 
the works. It must be remembered that the company was established in 1822, 
They worked for 34 years, up to the time they found the contractors; and how 
did the contractors find them situated? They found them making only 25 million 
feet of gas a year, although they were the only makers of gas in the place, and 
every was ny to come to them if they wanted gas. The present con- 
tractors had held the works 16 or 17 years, and in that comparatively short 
time the consumption had increased to 81 millions of feet per annum. Having 
begun where the directors left off, the contractors had increased the consumption 
to this great extent by energy and intelligence, and they were prepared, if 
supported by the board, as they always were supported up to a recent period, to 
on increasing the consumption and also the profits to the shareholders. Having 

p ote this they now made a reasonable request to the company—and all present 
must know that it was reasonable—that they should get what all other gas com- 
panies in the country were getting, a slight increase. There was not a single 
case against them in which they had mismanaged their works. On the contrary, 
they had tried to push the directors along, and endeavoured to get them to do 
more business. Four years ago, when the contractors found the price of coal 
had gone down, they did not put the extra profit they might have enjoyed into 
their own pockets, but, having the interests of the company at heart—and their 
interests and those of the company were identical—they voluntarily, as lessees, 
went to the directors and said, ‘‘ If you will reduce the price of gas to the con- 
sumers, we will reduce the price we are entitled to receive from you;” and, this 
being done, some £3000 or £4000 were put into the pockets of the consumers, 
whilst the shareholders were benefited by the increased consumption which 
followed. He asked if that was the act of people who wanted to make too much 
out of the company? They reduced the price from 6s. 8d. to 4s. per 1000, and 
the price was now about two-thirds of what it was when they first leased the 
works. The directors said in their report that it was most inexpedient to do so 
and so. Most inexpedient to deal fairly with the contractors! If they had made 
rovision in their contract for the prices of coal, the case would have been very 
Figorent ; but here was an exceptional advance, and the contractors merely 
asked the directors to deal with them fairly, but received a meply to the effect 
that they, the directors, must have their pound of flesh. The question was 
whether it would be beneficial te the shareholders for the directors to insist upon 
this. It might be better that the works should continue in the hands of gentle- 
men who had acted in the manner he had described than to — those of 
directors who, although it was quite possible that they had a So m amongst 
them, were nevertheless not quite capable of assuming the management during 
the crisis in the affairs of the company. During the 34 years that the company 
Was managed by the directors the dividend was 5}'per cent., and they invested 
£11,000. He would now show them what had been done since. They had 
decreased the price of gas, paid 6 and 6} per cent., and invested £10,000 in new 
works. then, consisted the unwisdom of leasing the works to contrac- 
tors? He himself thought that the transfer was a wise and judicious piece of 





policy. He contended that he could make gas cheaper than any board. The 
irectors had Mr. Jones in Dover, He wasa gentleman who was a man of 
substance, whose people were men of substance, who was respected throughout 
the town, and employed in offices were intelligence was required, and he asked 


the shareholders if they meant to throw away the intelligence of Mr. Jones and 
his brother contractor, and make enemies of them. He was sorry to speak so 
emphatically, but when he heard of unwisdom he was compelled to say these 


few words in his own defence; and he repeated his assetion that it would be an 
act of folly for the board to assume the management of the works at this crisis, 

As the Chairman still declined to accept the amendment, it was put to the 
meeting by the mover (Mr. Castello), and declared to be carried. 

Mr, Jonxs then proposed that a dividend of 6} per cent. should be declared, 

Mr. ANDERSON seconded it, and the motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. AnpERSON added that although they had only declared a dividend of 64 
per cent., he contended that they were entitled to more, and had 80 for 
some years. He hoped that the shareholders would press for a larger dividend. 

The SkorETARY: Perhaps you will tell us where it is to come from, 

Mr. AnpERson : I will tell you where it is to come from, at the proper time. 

The meeting then resolved itself into an extraordinary general meeting, and 
the SzecreTary having read the advertisement convening the meeting, pro- 
ceeded to read the pepert from the directors, a copy of which he said had been 
sent to every shareholder. 

Messrs. ANDERSON and JonEs, however, declared that no copies had been 
sent to them. ‘ 

The following is the report :— 

In our half-yearly report to. you of the 2lstinst., we stated that in consequence of 
the decision the s had icated to us in their report of their election to 
surrender their engagement, we did not anticipate that any proposals would be made to 
this special meeting. But a letter in to-day’s Dover Telegraph, bearing the signature 
of Messrs. Anderson and Jones, addressed to the shareholders, leads us to think we may 
have misconceived the intentions of the managers in this respect, and therefore we feel 
it our duty to make a further report to you. The origin of this meeting was (no doubt) 
the desire of Messrs. Anderson and Jones to obtain a modification of the terms of their 
contract with the company. And we presume, if any proposals are made thereat, they 
will be that the price of gas now paid by the public to the company should be increased, 
with a view to raising the price now paid by the pany to the 8 for its manu- 
facture. We have given the subject our most anxious consideration, and are of opinion 
that it is most inexpedient for the company either to raise the price to the public of to 
the managers, during the contract of management in its preserit form. And we therefore 
advise you toresist any proposals having these objects in view, unless such proposals are 
based upon the determination of the manager's contract on the Ist day of July next, and 
upon such other conditions for improving the quality and increasing the pressure of the 
gas in the meantime, and otherwise, as the directors may think necessary for the com- 
pany’s protection. As we think the shareholders ought to record their votes upon this 
subject either in person or by proxy, we enclose a form of proxy in case you should not 
be able to attend the meeting, which should be filled up and signed across the stamp, 
and sent to the secretary by return of post. Proxies in support of the directors policy 
may be filled up in favour of either of the directors or the secretary. Proxies of share- 
holders who are adverse to the directors policy may be filled up in the name of any 
other shareholders. 

Mr. WorsFo.D, in moving that the report be received and adopted, said 
Messrs, Anderson and Jones fora great many years past had had the manage- 
ment of the gas company’s works, and there was no question that the works had 
been managed with an ability and energy that might naturally be expected 
from two such able men. The business, they said, had increased from 21 mil- 
lions of cubic feet to 81 millions of cubic feet of gas; but he apprehended that 
a great deal of this was caused by the adoption of gas by the War Department, 
and the increased use of gas, not only in Dover, but throughout the country. 
The selling price had been reduced, and this had probably influenced an in- 
creased consumption, because he présumed the larger a consumption they had the 
less would be the cost of gas. ith regard to the profits they had made during 
the last few years, they were told the company could pay 7} per cent.; but the 
directors, instead of dividing the whole profits, had decided upon reserving 
£8000. The question then arose, what had become of the — arising upon 
the management? Well now, supposing the company had been in the hands of 
the directors, not only would a dividend of 7} per cent. have been paid, but also 
the profits arising out of the management would either have gone towards the 
fund of a surplus capital or would have been divided among the shareholders. 
They would also, by less expenditure, have been able to get gas at a cheaper 
rate. It must be either one or the other of these two results. During the 
15 years that Messrs. Anderson and Jones had had the management of the works 
either the shareholders or the public had suffered. He thought such a state of 
things should not continue. He was not disparaging the management of 
Messrs, Anderson and Jones. He believed it was admirable. They were in- 








: debted to them for the interest in the works, and the energy they had exhibited 


throughout their management ; but during the 16 years they had had the con- 
tract they must bave made large profits. Was it wise, therefore, to continue 
such a state of affairs? The company knew perfectly well how to manage their 
affairs, and would be able to supply gas at a more reasonable rate than it had 
been sold for years past. 

Mr. R. H. Jones said that with reference to the remarks of the auditor and 
brother-in-law of the chairman, he might say that Mr. Worsfold was a man 
well up in figures, as also was he (Mr. Jones); but he was surprised that a 
gentleman so accomplished in that respect should talk such rubbish as Mr. 
Worsfold had talked. He spoke of the profits of the. management during the 
last 16 or 17 years, and went on the assumption that the managers were to get 
nothing for themselves and their families, but that the profits should be divided 
between the shareholders and the public. 

Mr. Worsrotp: I said no such thing. I said that if the works had not been 
leased the contractors profits would have gone to the shareholders and con- 
sumers. 

Mr. Jones: Mr. Worsfold is assuming that certain profits have been made, 
but he has no knowledge of what they are, and probably he is annoyed that we 
have not put our books before him, as if we were bankrupts. The directors 
have been anxious for some time to see the books—[The Cuarrman: Never]— 
but we must look at these matters in a businesslike way. In different towns it 
has been found necessary to raise the price of gas, and Mr. Worsfold has brought 
forward no argument beyond this—that in Dover we contractors are not entitled 
to any profits, nothing for our extra skill, nothing for the capital we have in 
the concern ; and we have something like £10,000 in it. 

The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Worsfold had shown that immense profits had been 
made by the managers during the last few years, but they had neither gone into 
the pockets of the shareholders, nor those of the consumers. The profits had 
gone into the pockets of Messrs. Anderson and Jones. If it was necessary he 
could tell them in a few minutes time what they had made during the last two 
or three years. They had heard a great fiourish of trumpets that the works had 
been well managed. He did not deny it. Unfortunately they bad been m 
a little too admirably. It would be in the recollection of the meeting that Mr 
Anderson said that no complaints had been brought against them since they had 
had the management of the works; but it was also in the recollection of the 
meeting that the company were engaged in a lawsuit not long ago through the 
managers. If the company had been in the hands of the directors there would 
have been no lawsuit. He was willing to admit the directors would not manu- 
facture gas cheaper than the contractors, and possibly they might not make it 
ap so cheap; but then, on the other hand, the whole of the profits would go into 
the pockets of the company, and there would also have been a reduction in the 
charge to the consumers. It was true that at the Orr exceptionally high 
price of coal, gas could not be manufactured at a profit, at 4s. per 1000. 

Mr. RB. H. Jowxs said the profits upon gas manufactured could ‘hot be worked 
out by the rule of three.. Mach depended upon the selling price of coke and 
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other residuals, upon the capital invested, and upon a variety of circumstances, 
so that the calculations of the chairman were not of a character to give the 
shareholders any trustworthy indication of profits. As to the nuisance question, 
which had been raked up again, he might say that the nuisance occurred chiefly 
through the use of lime in the purifiers. In their anxiety not to spend the 
capital of the company in additional purifiers, the contractors did not build 
them, but when they were built the nuisance ceased to exist, and for the last 
eight A ng although they had used nothing but lime, there had been no 
complaints. 

Mr. ANDERSON said the Dover Gas Company had moved their works out of the 
town for the advantage of the inhabitants, and they had paid the cost of the 
new a sae they had still paid their dividend, and could pay 7} percent. 
if they liked. 

Mr. Basuarr seconded the motion of Mr. Worsfold that the report should be 
adopted. 

Mr. JongEs suggested that as Mr. Kirkham was present he should de asked 
whether, with coal at its present rate, gas could be sold for less than 4s. 6d. in 
Dover to allow of a reasonable profit being made. 

The CHArrMAN : I think this would rather mislead the meeting. What is 
the present price of coal ? 

Mr. Jones replied that perhaps it would answer the purpose by-asking Mr. 
Kirkham to give his opinion, considering the prospective price of coal. The 
London Gas Company had issued a notice to their consumers to the effect that, 
owing to the high price of coal, the charge for gas would be 4s. 6d. from the Ist 

rox. It seemed to him that this was an answer to the case, If the London 
Gas Company had found it necessary to raise their price of gas in consequence 
of the present high price of fuel and labour, it was the same with other compa- 
nies. He would alter the question to the effect whether, in his (Mr. Kirkham’s) 
opinion, looking at the past and prospective prices of fuel used in the manufac- 
ture of gas, was 4s. 6d. per 1000 an unreasonable price to charge for it. 

The IRMAN said, during the past sixteen or seventeen years that Messrs. 
Anderson and Jones had had the works, events had gone very much in their 
favour. They had made an immense amount of profit, and now, when the high 
price — a little of this, they wanted a higher price for their gas. The fair 
businesslike way to look at it in was this : There were four more years to run out 
the lease, and if Messrs. Anderson and Jones could not make gas at the price, the 
company were willing to accept the management into their own hands, and in 
fact wanted to get it back again. But the contractors replied, “ No, we will not 
surrender our contract,’ and for why ? Because they knew they had got too good a 
thing in their hands. The directors did not want Messrs. Anderson and Jones to 
dip their hands into their pockets and give up the profits they had made during 
their time of management, but considered it only fair that they should continue 
the contract till the end upon the same terms. He then asked Mr. Kirkham 
whether, considering the present high price of coal, 4s. 6d. was a fair price 
for gas. 

Mr. Kinnnaxe said that the selling price of gas in the case of the London Gas 
Company was on a very large capital, and the price of labour in London was very 
much higher thanin Dover. They wanted more money to pay a dividend than 
the Dover people did; and he believed, in fact he was sure, that up to the end of 
1872 there were very few companies that had suffered much, certainly none in 
London, and his own company, although they had to pay a much larger amount 
for coal, and had to put up with the strike, yet made sufficient to pay the full 
amount of dividend by only drawing £3000 from the reserve-fund. Up to the 
present time, therefore, he did not think that there was anything very wrong 
with gas companies. He admitted that the price of coal now was so great that 
some increase in the price of gas was pee | ; but whether, in the position in 
which the Dover Company were placed, they should increase the price of gas, was 
a matter on which he could, of course, give them no opinion. Heshould say him- 
self, get rid of the contract as soon as they could, for they would benefit both 
themselves and the consumers. He thought, from what Mr. Jones had said about 
=a . gas during the last fifteen years, that the contractors had made a very 

0 rofit. 
¥ Me. Ohewenae : Assuming that the directors take the company, Mr. Kirkham, 
do you think they could make gas at 4s. per 1000? 

Mr, Krrxuam: I donot say they would; but we are selling gas in London at 
3s. 9d. 

Mr. Jonzs: I would ask whether the company with which Mr. Kirkham is 
connected has not a very long coal contract for coals at a cheap rate? 

Mr. Kirxuam: Yes, that is true. , 

Mr. Jongs: And therefore the gas company have the benefit of a low price for 
coal, and a much enhanced price for coke, so that the rise in the price of coal 
outside the company has benefited it. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that coke had risen very greatly of late. It was 32s. 
a ‘ he would ask Mr. Jones when he sold coke at that price what the price 
of coal was, 

Mr, Jonzs replied that till about twelve months ago the chairman was under 
the impression that a ton of coal made a ton of coke. It must be borne in mind 
that they made more coke in Dover than there was a demand for, and they 
had in consequence to send a lot away to France at a very cheap rate. 

The CHAIRMAN having put the question, 22 (including the chairman himself) 
voted for the motion that the second portion of the directors report be adopted. 
An equal number voted against the motion. The chairman then gave his casting 
vote for its adoption, and declared the motion carried. 

Mr. R. H. Jonzs demanded a scrutiny, which, however, the secretary said 
could not be acceded to, but he could demand a poll. 

After some consideration, Mr. Jones decided not to have a poll, but protested 
agaiust the resolution being recorded. 

The meeting then separated without the usual votes of thanks. 

Mr, Jones has since written a letter to the chairman protesting against his 
ruling that the last motion was carried, the numbers being equal for and againet 
(including the chairman’s own vote in favour of it), and more than one gentleman 
who voted for the motion not being registered shareholders at the time. 





KIDDERMINSTER GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of Shareholders was held on Wednesday, Feb. 26 
—Mr. J. Krrey in the chair. 

The following report was presented. 

The directors have to submit to the proprietors the accounts for the half year ending 
Dec. 31, 1872, showing a profit on the six months transactions of £1488 2s. 11d. 

It will be remembered that in their last report the directors, in adverting to the high 
Price of materials of all kinds, and more especially of coal, called the attention of the 
sharelolders to the necessity of a corresponding increase in the prices to be charged for 
gas. This increase was made on the Ist of October last, and has consequently affected 
the second and heaviest ——_ of the past half year, During the same period, how- 
ever, the gas was produced from coal purchased chiefly under old contracts, and, con- 
sequently, while YE py the company on the results shown by the enclosed state- 
ment, the directors feel that they cannot prudently recommend the payment of a divi- 
dend at the rate of more than 5 per cent. per annum on the several stocks, inasmuch as 
coal is now costing at least 50 per cent. more than that used during the year 1872, and 
they think it probable that a large portion of the balance carried forward, after payment 
of the dividend suggested, will be required to equalize the dividend for the half year 


Row current. 
The directors who retire by rotation are Mr. T, S. Cartwright, Mr. William Talbot, 
and Mr, J. Chellingworth, who offer themselves for re-election. 
The Cuarmman moved the adoption of the report, which was seconded by 
Mr. H. Tauzor. 
The C: teply to a question by Mr. Boycott, said the company 


HAIRMAN, in 
could not pay 10 per cent. on the old shares till 7 per cent. was paid on the new 


‘receipts amount to £4866 8s. 11d., being 





ones. He thought the shareholders would sooner receive a dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent. i was proposed in the report), and 5 per cent. at the next half- 
yearly meeting, than have a fitful dividend. He staloosed that 5 per cent. was 
not enough dividend for a gas company, but it should be remembered that they 
were paying at least 50 per cent, more for coals, The motion was carried. 

The CuargMan proposed that on the new and old shares of the company a 
dividend be declared at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, with interest of 5 
per cent. on preference stock, free of income-tax, payable on the 1st proximo, 

This was seconded by Mr. H. Tatzor, and carried. 

Mr. T. S. Cartwright, Mr. W. Talbot, and Mr. J. Chellingworth were re- 
elected directors; and votes of thanks were passed to the directors and chair- 
man for their services. 


CANTERBURY GAS AND WATER COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of Proprietors was held on the 28th ult.—Mr. 
Fortey in the chair. 

The directors report stated that— 

The accounts, as passed by the auditor, show a sufficient profit to enable your direc- 
tors to recommend the payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on 
the capital of the company. This has been effected by means of early contracts for coals, 
the increased price of residuals, and the close attention which has been given to the 
management and carrying on of the business in all its branches. The stock of coals in 
hand or under contract for delivery will be sufficient for the company’s uirements 
until the month of June next; but with the great unc ty as to the future price of 
coal your directors strongly recommended that any sums left on the last and present half 

8 profits, after payment of the dividends, be kept in reserve for contingencies, and 
to meet any deficiency in future profits, so that the usual dividend may be declared. The 
differences between the company and the engineer of the new water-works are not yet 
settled, as the arbitrator has not yet delivered in his award. The plant and works, both 
gas and water, are in good working order. The gashoider, however, in the Old Castle 
precincts has now been in use for many years, and your directors feel that some provision 
should be made out of profits for a new tank and holder. They propose that the sum of 
£150 should be set apart out of each half year’s profits and invested in any home or foreign 
Government securities, so that a fund may be formed for the renewal of this portion of 
the company’s plant. The retiring directors are Messrs. George Furley, George Beer, 
Frederick Flint, and James William Pilcher, and they, being duly qualified, offer them- 
selvés for re-election. The directors feel that the time has arrived when they should 
receive some further recognition for their services, and a resolution will be proposed at 
the half-yearly meeting to raise the payment from £120 to £250 per annum. 

The CHAIRMAN said that at the last half-yearly meeting they would remember 
the company was merging rather into trouble, the serious price of coals and how 
that matter might affect their profits, — considered; and that at that time 
they were informed that the directors had decided to set apart a sum of money 
to assist in meeting the dividend on this year, if they should find that the price 
of coals was such as very seriously to affect their fits. The directors had 
had a great deal of trouble and consideration upon that matter. They had sent 
some of their body down to the North, and used every exertion to get coals as 
cheap as possible; and he was happy to say that, all matters taken into con- 
sideration, at the present moment they were enabled to show such a balance-, 
sheet as they did not expect six months ago. The cost of their coals had been 
£2000 more in 1872 than it was in 1871, but they had been able to bring it up 
within about £300 by the extra price of residuals, by a small increase on the 
price of gas, by an increase iu the water rental, and by other means. They had 
obtained the Provisional Order to enable the company to raise £2000 on the 
water-works, for the consideration of which a special mecting of the share- 
holders was held a short time ago. At the present time, however, the directors 
had nothing before them that would induce them to raise any further capital, 
but should the necessity arise they would do so, and the shareholders opinions 
would be taken upon the subject. With reference to the last paragraph in the 
report, he might state that in his opinion the time had arrived when the direc- 
tors might fairly claim at the shareholders hands some extra remuneration for 
past services and services to come. He understood, and was very sorry to hear 
it, that there was something like an organized attempt to defeat them in their 
application. If such should be the case, a special meeting would be called at 
which all absent shareholders would be asked to send proxies either for or 
against the resolution which had been shadowed forth in the report. There 
was an immense amount of capital out of Canterbury, and not one of those 
shareholders had objected to the proposition; and, therefore, on the principle 
that silence gave consent, they took it that all those shareholders agreed to the 
request of the directors. ‘ 

After replying to several questions, the consideration of the increase of the 
directors remuneration was agreed to be postponed, and the motion for the 
adoption of the report was put and carried. The dividend recommended in the 
report was agreed to, and the retiring directors were re-elected. It was then 
resolved that the number of attendances of each director should in future be 
published with the report issued in February; also that an analysis of the 





‘ company’s water should be periodically published in the local newspapers. 





WEST SURREY WATER COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting. of this Company was held on Thursday, 
Feb. 27, at the Offices, No, 110, Cannon Street, London, E.C.—Mr. Joun Hoox 
(the chairman) presiding. 

The report, which was taken as read, showed that notwithstanding’ the 
unfavourable weather satisfactory progress had been made with the works, which 
are sufficiently advanced to admit of the service —— at once in those 
parts of the district already traversed by the mains. e water passed through 
these mains is proved of remarkable purity. 

The CxarnMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, gave an account of the 
directors visit to the works on Monday previously, when they had witnessed the 
satisfactory working of the engines, and the throwing to a great height of jets 


.of water from the hydrant placed in different parts of the districts. 


Mr. LereziGER inquired when the company would be prepared to supply 
customers. t 

Mr, Bircu, engineer to the company, said, subject to the settlement of the 
preliminary rules and a spp and the charges, there was no reason why the 
supply should not be made at once. 

r, LerpziGEr seconded the resolution, which, after a short discussion, was 
unanimously adopted. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. M‘Mallan and Simpson, were unanimously 
re-elected, and Mr, William Liddall was elected one of the auditors. 

The meeting was then made special for the purpose of authorizing the exercise 
of the company’s borrowing powers, and the resolution for that purpose was 
unanimously adopted. 

The proceedings closed with a cordial vote of thanks to the directors, 


DERBY WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company was held on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26—Mr. G.Gascoyne, chairman of the directors, presiding. The retiring 
directors, Lord Scarsdale and Mr. John Huish, were re-elected, and Mr. W. Wallis 
was reappointed auditor for the ensuing year. 

The Secretary (Mr. John Walker) read the following report of the 
directors :— 

The directors have nm the pleasure of reporting a reasonable increase in the com- 
pany’s receipts for the half year, which, notwithstanding the high price of coal, iron 
and all.other articles, have once more fairly realized their expectations. The gross 
6s. 6d. more than the previous half year, 
12s, 2d. more than the corresponding half of 1871. The revenue expendi- 
£99 122. 9d. more than the average of the two previous half 

£2885 6s. 4d., being» more by £189 6s. 6d. than 





and 
ture is £1981 2s. 7d., 
years. The net protits, therefore, are 











184 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





[March 11, 1873. 





the lade y rofits of the two previous half years. Adding to these the surplus 
revenue of £1973 3s. 11d. brought forward from the account of the previous half year, 
£4858 10s. 3d. now remains available for dividend. From this the directors recommend 
the usual dividend of 10 per cent. and 7 per cent. respectively, amounting to 
7s. 6d., which will Erward to the next half year a surplus of £2189 2s. 9d., as 
compared with £1973 lld. in the previous, or £1518 0s. 2d. in the corresponding 
half year. The existing reserve-fund of £2084 16s. 8d. is also supplemented by £663 
3s, 3d. derived from premiums on the recent sale of shares, and now therefore amounts 
to £2747 19s. ld. The engineer considers the state of the works to be generally satis- 
factory. The four new boilers and the heavier parts of the engines are now nearly fixed, 
and are at length fast advancing towards completion. The greatly increased demand 
for water and consequently for additional services and mains, and the serious extra cost 
of Isbour and materials, both for the ordinary and special extension of the works, have 
necessitated an application to Parli for additional resources and powers, and a bill 
with that object, havin ived i support of the proprietory, is now 
nding in the House of Commons, which it is hoped will receive the sanction of the 
Legislature during the session, and thus enable our outstanding works to proceed. The 
board may, therefore, venture to congratulate the company on its sound condition, and 
they trust there will be an early reduction in the price of the articles which have so 
largely increased our expenditure. 

The CHA1RMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said he wished on that 
occasion, for very excellent reasons, to be extremely brief, and doubtless those 
reasons would be satisfactory to the shareholders. It would be undesirable, and 
probably injudicious, to expatiate at any length upon the position of the company, 
either with reference to their prosperity or to any disadvantages they might have 
suffered with regard to the execution of the works. By a great effort on the 
part of the board the bill which the shareholders met a short time before to pro- 
mote had been expedited in its passage through Parliament, and on Monday 
night it passed the second reading. Consequently they were now launched into 
committee, and at any moment they might be called to support and defend their 
cause, They were, so to speak, upon their trial, for obtaining the powers the 
sought, and it would be unwise to enter mw gd into any matter connected wit 
the management, or of the accounts. But the shareholders were entitled to 
be told that the balance-sheet and the report were strictly and accurately correct ; 
they exhibited quite sufficiently the — position of the company ; and if they 
passed the resolution they were asked to do, after meeting all demands upon the 
company, a balance of £2189 would remain to be carried to the next half year’s 
account, as compared with £1973 on the last occasion, and £1518 at the corre- 
sponding period of last year. It would therefore be seen that slthough they had 
paid considerably more in dividend and interest during the past half year, the 
Fong ol had sapeeren its position. He might analyze there port and show how 
the nce had been obtained, but he considered it unnecessary. The affairs 
had received from the board all the attention and zeal that was necessary, and he 
had no doubt the shareholders would agree that the directors had been assiduous 
in their duties. The engines, boilers, and machinery were progressing, but pro- 
bably it would be a month or two before they were complete, and they might, 
perhaps, after completing them, have comparatively speaking to stop, because 
they would then have expended all the capital they had power toexpend, and the 
must avoid exceeding one iota the amount they were authorized to expend, 
otherwise Parliament would object to the proceeding. He had every reason to 
hope that there would be no —_——— to the bill of any magnitude or import- 
ance, orany difficulty that could not be obviated. It was not necessary, unless 
some shareholder desired to ask any questions, to dilate futher upon the report, 
but to pass the proceedings of the day with the greatest speed possible. 

Lord ScARSDALE seconded the motion. 

Mr, WALuiIs asked if there was any opposition to the bill from the Derby Cor- 
poration. 

The Cuarrnman said he believed he might answer the question in a word. 
Thirty-one hours previously the stage of second reading was passed, consequently 
no opposition from any fresh quarter could come. And that being so, the company 
appeared in a better position than they were on the last occasion that they 
applied to Parliament for powere. There was no permanent disagreement bet ween 

e company and the landowners. There was one thing he might mention, 
although it required touching tenderly. They were only declaring a dividend of 
10 per cent. upon the capital which was subscribed twenty years ago. All subse- 
pone capital, and all capital intended to be applied for, would be limited to a divi- 

d of 7 per cent. He saw a letter in a newspaper the other day animadverting 
upon the company paying a dividend of 10 per cent. upon all capital, which was 
anerror. In answer to @ question, the chairman said the bill would probably 
cost £500 or £600. 

Mr, Knicut asked how it was intended, supposing the bill passed Parliament, 
to raise the new capital, but the chairman said there was a difficulty in answer- 
ing the question, and it was not pressed. 

report was adopted. 

Mr. Hu1sH moved—“ That a dividend be and hereby is declared on the shares 
of this company, of £1 5s. per share, on the original shares, being at the rate of 
10 per cent. per annum, free of income-tax, and of 4s. 43d. per share on the new 
£12 10s. shares being at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum on the amount paid 
on such shares, free of income-tax, for the half year ending the 31st of December, 
1872, to be payable on the let of March next.” 

Mr. J. W. Baker seconded the resolution, which was passed. 

It was decided to make a further call of £2 10s, per share upon the new 
£12 10s. shares, to be dy wy on the Irt of May. 

It was also resolved to borrow, for five years, £5000 upon mortgage, under 
the provisions of the Derby Water-Works Act of 1865; the chairman etating 
that the company would be able to borrow the whole amount in one sum 
at 43 percent. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors terminated the proceedings. 


GLASGOW CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 
Sorrte oF THE EmMPLoyYes. 

On the evening of the 24th ult., the employés of the Gas Commissioners met 
ether in the City Hall, on the occasion of their first annual festival. The 
hall was quite filled in all parts. Bailie Morr occupied the chair, and was sup- 
see on the platform by Bailie Craig, the Rev. Dr. Edwards, Councillors 
homson, Waddel, Moncur, Eadie, Scott, Lamberton, Hutcheson, Neil, Martin, 
Garvie, Dron, John Brown, Robert Lochore (tertius), Laing; Messrs. William 
Foulis (manager), Alex. Ross (treasurer), G. Munro (clerk to the commis- 

sioners), Jas. Lyon, Jas. Alexander, C. Macdougal, and Hugh Scott. 

After tea the Cuarnman delivered the opening address. In the course of his 
remarks he stated that there were about 1300 persons in the employment of 
the commissioners. -When the gas-works were taken over by the corporation, 
the productive power was 6,232,000 cubic feet per day; now it was 9,192,000 
cubic feet per day. The coals used for the year ending June 30 last amounted 
to 168,599 tons. The revenue derived was not less than £269,975 18s. 2d. 
Some people ridiculed the idea of the corporation supplying gas at a cheaper 
rate the old company, but it was a remarkable fact that, notwithstanding 
the extraordinarily high price of coal, the price was now 7d. per 1000 cubic 
feet less than the charge made by the old company, which implied a saving of 
£35,000 a year to the citizens. This estimate was formed on the assumption 

the previous rate for gas would have been continued; but even although 
5d. had been added to that rate, in view of the increase in the price of coal, he 
did not think any head of a family would have said that it was too much. 
Capposing , therefore, that the manufacture of gas had remained in the hands 
of the ol po there would probably have been an increased cost to the 
citizens of £60,000, for every penny meant an extra rate of £5000 to the whole 
community. This, then, represented the saving to the citizens, and the result 











was all the more satisfactory that it had been accomplished notwithstanding 
an increase in the price of coal this year of not less than £22,000. The 





manager hoped that they would be able to make both ends meet with the 
present price, but he (the chairman) was unable to give a —_ that the rate 
would not be raised next year, because no one at present could say what the 
price of coal might become. This, at least, he might say, that between colliers 
on the one hand and coalmasters on the other hand, the general community 
were being fearfully victimized. It must be a very difficult matter for aged 
people not earning much to keep apy fire at all in the grate with coals at 1s, 6d. 
acwt. It was to be hoped that the existing state of things would soon come 
to an end, for he was quite satisfied that perseverance in the present course 
would paralyze the industries of the country, and throw thousands upon thou- 
sands of persons out of employment. The price of coal could not be kept at 
ite present standard ; it must come to an end, perhaps through great suffering. 
The chairman went on to counsel the working men whom he addressed to be 
temperate in all things, and especially to avoid the fatal error of 5 cry 
money before it was earned. He frankly adverted to his own early history, 
remarking that one of the principles with which he set out in life, and which 
he had strictly observed throughout, was to live upon fourpence per day if he 
only earned fivepence, never allowing himself to believe that he required any- 
thing until he had first earned the money with which to get it. The result of 
this rule of conduct was that he, although not a very wealthy man, had been 
known for very many years to be one of the most dogged and independent 
fellows in the city of Glasgow. 

The musical programme, which was afterwards entered upon, was sustained 
by Miss Isa Robertson, Miss Watson, Mr. Halder Jack, and Mr. Houston; and 
in the course of the evening brief addresses were delivered by Councillors 
Hutcheson and Waddel, and by Mr. Foulis. The concert was followed by an 
assembly. 


MANCHESTER DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF GAS ENGINEERS. 

The Thirteenth Quarterly and Third Annual Meeting of the above Associa- 
tion was held at the Mitre Hotel, Manchester, on Saturday, the 1st of March. 
The following report was presented :—‘ Your committee, in presenting their 
third annual report, have again to congratulate the members upon the con- 
tinued prosperity of the association. During the past year we have elected six 
new members, and our total strength at the present time is 46. In August 
last, the annual lecture of this association was delivered in the Royal Institn- 
tion, Manchester, by Thomas Wills, Esq., F.C.S. of the Royal Institution, 
London, the subject being on ‘ The Residual Sulphur in Coal Gas.’ A very 
considerable number of members and friends were present at the lecture, and a 
unanimous vote of thanks was warmly awarded to the able lecturer. During 
the past year the following —— were read:—On ‘Gas Manufacture,’ by 
Henry Lyon, Esq., gas engineer, Manchester; on ‘ Retorts in Sections,’ by James 
Jacques, Esq., gas engineer, Stockport; on ‘Closed and Through Retorts,’ by 
James Jacques, gas engineer, Stockport. The subjects of these papers afforded 
the members very pleasant and instructive discussions, and the thanks of the 
association were unanimously awarded to the donors. The accounts of the 
association have been duly audited and found correct, and the same show a 
respectable balance in hand after discharge of every known liability. At this 
meeting you will be called upon to elect those officers who, by our rules, are 
annually appointed. Your committee cannot close this report without refer- 
ring to the enormous advances in the prices of coal and cannel since our last 
annual meeting. The great cost of these articles bas induced the speculative 
and inventive genius toendeavourto bring about such improvementsin gas manu- 
facture as will make gas companies almost independent of cannel or coal. Your 
committee, whilst awardirg to the inventors every sincere desire for their suc- 
cess, have to report that up to the present date no new invention has been so 
commercially good as to cause gas companies to forego their usual mode of 
manufacture. In conclusion, the committee beg respectfully to thank the 
members for their good attendance at the quarterly meetings, and also for their 
hearty co-operation in all matters tending to the furtherance of the object of 
our association, and to its maintenance in its present prosperous and successful 
position.” The following are the officers for 1873:— President—Harrison 
Veevers, Esq., gas engineer, Bolton. Treasurer—Mr. Isaac Kelsall, gas engi- 
neer, Ashton-under-Lyne. Honorary Secretary—Mr. William Longworth, gas 
engineer, Dukinfield. Committee—Mr. James Jacques, gas engineer, Stock- 
port; Mr. Samuel Hunter, gas engineer, Rochdale; Joseph Wood, gas engineer, 
Bury; Mr. John Cockcroft, gas engineer, Littleborough; Mr. Henry Lyon, gas 
engineer, Manchester; Mr. David Clarke, gas engineer, Glossop. Auditors— 
Mr. Jas. Braddock, gas engineer, Droyleden; Mr. W.Smith, gas engineer, Hyde. 








InrxLey Gas Company.—The annual meeting of this company was held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, at the offices in Leeds, Alderman Brayshaw, the chairman 
of the company, presiding. Tho report and balance-sheet, as read by the 
secretary, Mr. Charles Beevers, showed that the company had realized a profit 
of £605 10s. 4d., which would enable them to pay the usual dividend of 10 per 
cent. on the original shares, and 7 per cent. on the new shares; and it was 
upanimously resolved that these dividends be declared. 

Partick, HILLHEAD, AND Maryuiti Gas Company’s Empioyés.—The 
first annual soirée and concert of the ——— of the Partick, Hillhead, and 
Maryhill Gas Company, was held in the Hillhead Burgh Hall, on the evening 
of the 28th ult. Ex-Provost Hunter, Partick, occupied the chair; and sup- 
porting him on the platform were Provost Hunter, Partick; Provost Bruce, 
Hillhead; Provost Shaw, Maryhill; Bailie Alexander, Hillhead; Major Lang; 
Messrs. A. H. M‘Lean, vice-president of the company; Patrick Dougall and 
John King, directors; J. B. Dill, law agent; J. Hyslop, manager; Wm. Graham, 
secretary; Jas. A. Bruce, &c. After tea the chairman addressed the meeting. 
He assured the employés, on behalf of the directors of the company, that they 
looked not on them as mere servants, but as associated with them in carrying 
on a most important undertaking, which would prove to be a great and lasting 
benefit to one of the most infinential districts in the West of Scotland. During 
the past six months much had been said and written in honour of and against 
the company. Many were the prophecies that they wonld never make gas, and 
that if they did nobody would take it; and that no pipes would be laid down, or 
that if they were they would require to be lifted. These prophecies came from 
sources not far to seek—the wish bad been father to the thought. But gus- 
pipes had been laic, the company were making gas, and they had been much 
encouraged by many consumers taking it. The company were ee lying 
better gas at the same price as the City Corporation, and the price wo' 4 ve 
been higher had the new company not been established. The district supplied, 
they said, was far from the Glasgow works; and the argument used was that 
long pipeage cost more, and that more ought, in that case, to be paid for the 
gas. But aktbough the distance was great, and the expense accordingly (as the 
city authorities said), the consumers in the district where the company’s pipes 
were laid had service-pipes put into their properties free by the Gas Committee, 
while a charge was made for putting them into properties in the municipality 
of Glasgow. It was well that the ratepayers of Glasgow should know that 
consumers in the a districts were so tenderly cared for at their expense; 
and he thought that this fact should encourage persons to go and build where 
they were so generously dealt with. The chairman concluded by urging all 
the servants of the company to work conscientiously. The humblest servant 
could do something, and if they did all what they could to promote the success 
of the company, he was convinced the shareholders would have no reason to 
regret having entrusted their interests to their keeping. In the course of the 
evening, the meeting was add by several other gentlemen. The musical 
part of the proceedings was sustained by Miss Osbourne Galbraith, Miss M. 
Cunningham, Mr. W. T. Rushbury, Mr. W. A. M‘Leod, and Mr. W. Lanigan. 
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_ SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held at 
Birmingham on the 27th ult.—J, Luoyp, Esq., in the chair. 


The following report and statements of account were presented:— 


In submitting their half-yearly report, your directors have pleasure in stating that 
the number of houses supplied has increased to 24,762, and the half year’s revenue from 
water supplies has been 21373 9s. 10d. more than in the preceding half year. On the 
other hand, your directors have again to point to a larze increase in the cost of pumping, 
consequent chiefly on the enhanced price of fuel. The amount chargeable under this 
head has exceeded that of the previous half year by £1116 7s. 2d.,a sum considerably 
higher than your directors had reason to expect. The balance available, after providing 
for interest on loans and preference shares, is £2205 Os. 5d., aud your directors therefore 
recommend the declaration of a dividend on the ordinary share capital at the rate of £3 
per cent. per annum, free of income-tax; the dividend warrants to be issued on 
Tuesday, April 1, 1873. The following members of the board retire from office by 
rotation, but are eligible, and offer themselves for re-election, viz.:—Frank James, Esq., 
and Richard Jesson, Esq. 

















Dr. Profit and Loss Account, Half Year ending Dec. 31, 1872. Cy. 
To Engine charges . £3,585 15 10 ; By Bal. brought forward, 
Maintenance of works . 672 3 0 | June 30, 1872. . £1,852 12 1 
Wages, turncocks, &c. . 409 7 0 | Deduct amount of 22nd 
Directorsfees . . . 125 0 0 | div., declared August 
Salaries—secretary, re- | re 1,812 12 6 
sident engineer, and 
Tbe 0 sw ho 635 9 2 | 3919 7 
Collectors commission , 530 8 6 Half year’s water-rates. 15,292 14 4 
Se ea a <b 33019 4 Service laying . . « 434 8 §& 
DS cbse tg 631 3 7 
Income-tax . . . «6 147 14 2 | 
Incidental expenses. . 21416 4 | 
Current law charges . 1514 6 | 
Discount to landlords . 27 9 7 | 
Allowances . .. ., 272 12 11 | 
Bad debts . 5 9 8 | 
Interest on loans - 1,716 4 0 | 
Do. on preference shares 4,111 14 8 | 
Balance carried down . 2,205 0 5 | 
£15,767 2 3 £15,767 2 3 
Dr. Balances, Dec. 31, 1872, on Revenue Account, Cr. 
To Sundry persons for goods , By Sundry persons for water 
supplied . . . . £2,048 16 4 | rates, service accounts, 
Do. proprietors for un- ee Se £4,641 13 9 
claimed dividends i13 12 11 Stock on hand of lead 
Do. for interest on pre- and brass work, coals, 
ference shares . 4,170 9 1 oil and tallow, &c. . 1,081 18 0 
Balance . ,. 2,205 0 5 Bal. at bankers, Dec. 
31,1872. . ° 2,806 11 7 
Do. in secretary’s hand. 715 5 
£8,337 18.9 £8,537 18 9 


The CrarrMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said the shareholders 
would see that while there were matters on which the directors could con- 
gratulate them, there were others upon which they felt considerable regret. In 
fact, they were in much the same position as the public at large with regard to 
the important supply of coal. The company had supplied the district, under 
some disadvantages, with as much water as in previous half years at an 
enhanced price. Still, owing to certain difficulties which he would explain, 
they had not supplied as much as was required. It would be remembered that 
at the last meeting the directors told the shareholders that the engines at 
Lichfield were not equal to supplying the district to the full extent required, 
and that another engine had been ordered of Messrs. Davies and Co., who had 
undertaken, subject to heavy penalties, to have it at work in July last. The 
directors fully expected that they would have completed the contract, and that 
all cause of complaint with regard to the supply would have been at an end. 
The contractors, however, failed in fulfilling the contract at the time specified, 
and the engines were not yet at work; but he was glad to say that in all pro- 
bability in about three weeks from the present time they would be in operation. 
The company’s engineer, Mr. Vawdry, had laboured most diligently,and he 
gave him every credit for his exertions to overcome the delay that was caused 
by Messrs. Davies not completing their contract. Of course, every one ac- 
quainted with engineering knew how difficult it was to overcome a delay of 
that kind, but he was happy to say that the engine was delivered, and with the 
exception of putting the gearing and some small portions of it together, it was 
completed, and that about Saturday fortnight or three weeks the public might 
expect a stoppage of the supply, which he hoped they would overlook for two 
or three days, for the purpose of making that important connexion. The 
quantity of water supplied was larger than in the previous half year, and the 
difference in the accounts between the two half years was in the cost of coal, 
which had not only affected every company like this, but all consumers of 
coal. Last year the company increased the rates for water, anticipating that 
they were taking a margin which would more than compensate for any advance 
in coal that was likely to take place; but, as they were aware, coal had more 
than doubled in price, so that, instead of increasing the dividend, as the 
directors expected they would be able to do, it had been diminished as compared 
with that of last year. The increase in the revenue for the half year was 
£1373 9s. 10d.; but coal alone had absorbed £1116 7s. 2d. of the increase. They 
did not calculate, when they increased the prices of the water to their 
customers, that the extra cost of coal would have been more than half that 
sum, under any anticipated circumstances. The company were before the 
court at Dudley the other day, and it was laid to their charge that they were 
unnecessarily stopping the engines, and that they might have uncoupled them 
to do the repairs and other operations. The magistrates, however, did not 
quite comprehend the difficulties their engineer bad to contend with. It was 
quite true that the engines might have been uncoupled, and had the piston, 
valves, or anything of that kind, required repairing, the repairs might have been 
effected as the magistrates proposed; butas the pumping gear was directly over 
the main shaft of the engine, uncoupling the engines did not stop the main 
shaft. When they got their new engine it was hoped they would be able to 
disconnect them, and only stop one for repairs, instead of stopping all. This 
was one of the great difficulties they had to contend with, and rendered it 
absolutely necessary to have a new and independent engine, because they could 
not possibly work the engines independently. It haa been stated in a local 
paper that “for the last twelve months considerabie irregularity has been 
experienced, but for the last three months it has not been an uncommon thing 
for the supply to be cut off for three, four, and five days together. Surely this 
13 8 matter into which the town authorities ought at once to adopt peremptory 
measures, and compel the South Staffordshire Water-Works Company to do its 
duty.” ‘That statement was quite a mistake. The longest time was during 
the repairs three weeks or a month ago, when the Dudley authorities thought 
it their duty to summon the company. They had occasion to stop for ona or 
two days, and that might have lessened the pressure on the high level; but, 
xcept at the top of Walsall, and one or two other places, the supply had been 
more continuous, he believed, thar. in any previous year. Under the circum- 
Stances, he thought this was rather to their credit than as deserving to be put 
ia the paper week alter week, as if they were the worst set of directors and the 
Worst company in the world. : 

In reply to a shareholder, the CuatrMAw said he was at Lichfield on Tuesday, 
and was glad to say that since the stoppage three weeks ago the engines were 





pumping as much or more water than they had previouslydone. Consequently, 
the supply to the district up to the time they stopped for the connexion of the 
new engine would be quite equal to what it had been at any period lately. 

Mr. WituiaMs thought the company had now arrived at a crisis in its affairs, 
inasmuch as the chairman stated that the rise in the price of coal alone was 
equal to £1100 for the half year, whereas the increase received from the various 
customers only amounted to a little over £1300. As a matter of course, there 
had been a rise in the price of other things as well as coal, and the increased 
revenue was absorbed. ‘This might “ point the moral,” if it did not “ adorn the 
tale.” If they paid more for working the company, why could they not, like 
every other manufacturer, charge their customers more for the article they 
supplied? So far as he could understand, the advance had been made for water 
supplied to manufacturers, who should be encouraged, but for domestic pur- 
poses there had not been one penny charged extra. Could they not appeal to 
the Legislature for a revision of the charges? Unless the directors could 
hold ont some hope that by the interference of the Legislature they would be 
able to do what paiag! yA else had done, and make the working men and every- 
body else pay more for their water, the ery oy would be a bankrupt in a very 
short time. Had the directors considered the propriety of raising the price of 
water to their customers generally? He protested against the way in which 
the company were being treated by the Dudley people. He therefore asked 
whether the directors were prepared to appeal to the Legislature to relieve 
them from the iow prices of water, and whether the company could profitably 
detach themselves from Dudley. 

Mr. F. James seconded the motion, He said that with regard to the present 
statement of accounts, he thought it might be said that the alteration which 
the directors made, some six or nine months ago, in the scale of charges for 
trade purposes, would be, and were considered by the public to be somewhat in 
excess of the necessities of the case, because coal had not then risen, and nobody 
anticipated that it would rise to its present insane price. They had paid an 
enormous excess under the item of engine charges, but he was bound to say that, 
however large the charge might appear for the past half year, there was every 
reason to believe it would be considerably larger in the next half year. The 
average price paid for engine-slack during the past half year was 9s. 3d., and 
every consumer knew that the average price for the next half year would be 
something like 13s. Although the charge for water for trade purposes was 
considerably increased, he thought they had two things to consider in con- 
nexion with the increase—namely, how far they could legitimately increase 
the charge for water; and would the public take it from the company, and not 
adopt other means of supplying themselves? It was not a one-sided question, 
and for the company to say the public paid 8d., 9d., 10d., or 1s. for water, and 
should pay 2s. They might put up the price to 2s.; but it would result in losing 
the goose that laid golden eggs, for instead of getting the 2s., they would lose 
the 1s. With regard to the charge for domestic supply, the rate was fixed by 
Act of Parliament, and Parliament, when it fixed the rate, never could have 
contemplated—as the directors never could have contemplated—that the price 
of engine slack would rise from 3s. 6d. to 13s. perton. He believed it wasa 
fact that public companies—and gas companies particularly —whose rates had 
been limited by Act of Parliament, were now before Parliament with a view to 
alter that limit. It was totally — for public companies to carry on 
their undertakings with profit as long as their hands were tied on one side. 
The time must come when this company must apply to Parliament, to show 
that it was impossible to supply water for domestic purposes at the low rate at 
which it was now supplied. As an individual, he contended that the opposi- 
tion to the company on the part of Dudley had been, to his mind, more of a 
spiteful opposition than in the interest of the public. He thought the people 
were actuated by feelings —— the company which could scarcely be ex- 
plained, for if they would only think for one moment what their position was 
under the old company, and what it was at the present time, they would have 
reason to thank Providence that the South Staffordshire Company came into 
the district, and that they were not left with the miserable and intermittent 
supply obtained under the old Dudley Company in comparison with the supply 
distributed by the South Staffordshire Company. Still, from circumstances 
over which they had no control, there had been occasionally good reason to 
complain of the deficient supply at some particular times in the district. The 
directors took every precaution in their power to avoid this, and when they 
found that the demand for water was large, and likely to be larger, they en- 
tered into a contract for the purpose of enabling them to supply the very large 
increase, and if the contract had been completed in accordance with its terms, 
no complaint could possibly have been made against the company for non- 
supply. The quantity of water pumped into the district during the past half 
year had been larger than during the preceding half year, and the public and 
the shareholders would no doubt be astonished to ‘hear that during the six 
months ending the 31st of December, the average quantity of water supplied to 
the houses was 22 gallons per head per day. If they could not go to Parlia- 
ment for the purpose of increasing tle rates now charged for water for domestic 
purposes, then he could see but little hope, if the present price of coal con- 
tinued, of any increase in the dividend. 

Mr. Epmunps asked if the company charged the maximum rate for trade as 
well as domestic purposes. 

The CHarrMAN replied that they could charge what they liked for trade 
purposes, but they were at the maximum rate for domestic purposes. 

Mr. Epmunns said if the public generally would take into consideration the 
remarks made by Mr. James, they would see that the directors were not so 
much at fault with regard to the water supply as had been represented. If 
people who so frequently made complaints in the papers would only give them- 
selves the trouble to inquire into the circumstances, they would find those 
complaints were uncalled for. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked if it was the intention of the directors to apply to 
Parliament for power to increase the rates. 

Mr. James: We cannot this year. 

Mr. Jessoy said there would be a difficulty in inducing Parliament to in- 
crease the rates for the productive classes. Unless it was a private Act no 
water company could charge more than 2d. a week for small houses. 

Mr. Witttams: Can we detach ourselves from Dudley ? 

The CHAIRMAN said that all he knew as regarded Dadley was what he saw 
in the papers. They were ambitious to have an independent ens ap and if 
they could see their way they would apply to Parliament to separate from the 
South Staffordshire Company. If they did the directors would not cry. They 
had discussed the advisability of going to Parliament with reference to the 
rates as soon as they had an opportunity, but they could not do so before the 
next session. If coal continued at its present price there was no doubt that 
nearly every other company in the district would have to go to Parliament too. 
It would not be an individual application, they might be quite sure. The 
supply of water was far beyond the present pumping power of the company; 
and aithough it had not given satisfaction to everybody, yet it was quite equal 
to what it had been since the company was formed. When the new engine was 
at work the cost of pumping would be considerably reduced. 

The motion was then unanimously carried. 

Dividends at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the preference shares, 4 per 
cent. on the Dudley preference shares, and 3 per cent. on the ordinary share 
capital of the company, were then declared. 

Messrs. Jesson and James were re-elected directors, and the 
concinded with a vote of thanks to the chairman and board of 
their services, 
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THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (BOROUGH FUNDS) ACT. 

On Thursday, Feb. 27, a meeting, cael of representatives of about fifty 
corporations, together with several members of Parliament, was held at the 
Westminster Palace Hotel, London, to take into consideration the provisions of 
the above Act, and other matters affecting the interests of corporations generally. 
The chair was ied by Mr. W. Boots, the Mayor of Manchester. 

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the roceedings, referred ly to the manner 
in which the Borough Funds Act of last session was through Parliament, 
and said that at the last moment clauses were inserted in the bill which but few 
persons knew anything about. These clauses were only consented to in con- 
sequence of Mr. an finding that if they were not inserted the bill would be 
thrown out. The attention of the meeting would be called first to the Municipal 
Corporations (Borough’Funds) Act; but there were several other matters upon 
which the conference would be asked to express an opinion. It was pro to 
form an association of various corporations, with the view of establishing 
immediate connexion between London and the different corporations in the 
country, in order that they might obtain reliable information of what might be 

ing A in the House of Commons in reference to matters in which they were 

terested. 

Sir Joszrpu Heron (Town-Clerk of Manchester) then stated at some length 
the objections which were entertained by various corporations to many of the 
clauses of the Borough Funds Act, and read and explained a memorial which 
it was proposed to bg agen to the Government praying for its alteration. This 
bill had been passed for selfish motives by a number of gentlemen, many of 
whom represented gas and water companies. The —— was instituted prin- 

cipally by these companies. At the last moment clauses were inserted in the 
bill on which the country had no opportunity whatever of expressing its opinion. 
It was proposed to adopt a memorial te the Government praying for the removal 
of the restrictions now placed on the action of the municipal authorities. 
The memorial stated that the provisions of the Borough Funds Act did not carry 
out the intention of the Legislature, and required alteration and amendment; 
it was therefore desired that the provision which required the approval of the 
absolute majority, not of the members present, but of the whole governing body, 
also the provision which required the sanction of the owners and ratepayers, and 
also the provision which required expenses incurred to be allowed by some per- 
son appointed by the Secretary of State or the Local Government Board, and 
also the provision which prevented the local authorities from applying in any 
case where there might be an existing company, for powers to provide gas or 
water for the inhabitants whom they represent, should be repealed. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the adoption of the memorial, and that it be presented 
to the Prime Minister by the representatives of Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, 
Bristol, &c., and that a deputation wait upon the Home Secretary to pray for an 
alteration in the Act. 

Mr, E. 8. Roprnson (Bristol) stated that great inconvenience was experienced 
in Bristol by the fourth section in the Borough Funds Bill, which compelled a 
corporation to poll the owners of property before they had power to oppose or 
promote any private bill. 

The Mayor of BrapForp (Alderman Thompson) wanted to know why the objec- 
tionable clauses in this bill had not been applied to London and the metropolitan 
district. He complained of the unnecessary expenses which corporations were 
put to by having to poll the ratepayers, 

Alderman Carter, M.P., stated the main reason why the metropolis was excluded 
was because the representatives of the city and the metropolis were on the spot, 
and looked keenly after their interests. Even before the select committee only 
such towns as Leeds, Manchester, and Sheffield were represented ; but, depend 
upon it, if the corporations had then acted in as manly a way as they were doing 
now, the objectionable clauses would never have been inserted. 

ter afew words from the Mayor of SHEFFIELD, 

Mr, Leeman, M.P., expressed the great gratification he felt at seeing so large 
and important a meeting, and stated that had he not accepted the amendments 
in his bill which were proposed last session it would have been impossible for him 
to have passed it at all, He had either to abandon the bill, or else to consent to 
the amendments; and from the great amount of pressure which was put upon 
him by various local bodies, he did not feel justified in abandoning the bill alto- 
gether. The real blot in the bill was compelling such great towns as Liverpool 
and Manchester to poll the inhabitants when it was intended to promote or 
oppose a bill; but he thought, however, that the House of Commons would not 
consent to pass the amendments now proposed unless the ratepayers in small 
towns were given some voice in the matter. He impressed on the conference the 
importance of urging upon the Government to introduce the amendments re- 
quired on their own responsibility, as a private member would have no chance 
whatever of succeeding. 

Mr. Barszs (Mayor of Dewsbury), and Mr. Serjeant Stroy, M.P., having 
spoken in support of the motion, 

Mr. Cawtey, M.P., said the alterations in the bill had gone further than was 
intended, for it was only proposed that in towns of four or five thousand inhabi- 
tants the ratepayers should have an opportunity of expressing an opinion as to 
whether the municipal authority should or should not support a particular bill, 

After a few remarks from Mr. Lowruer, M.P., the motion was carried. 

It was then decided that an association should be formed for the purpose of 
watching over and protecting the rights and privileges of municipal corporations. 

On the motion of Sir JosgPH Henon, it was unanimously resolved that the 
Lord Mayor should be invited to act as treasurer to the association. 

Mr. NEtson, the solicitor to the corporation, in the absence of his lordship, 
stated that there was no difference between the Corporation of London and the 
ar of England. They all represented one principle, and that was 
the right of the people of this country to local self-government. 

Various resolutions as to the Gas-Works Clauses Amendment Bill and other 
matters were then approved of, and the meeting terminated. 





DEPUTATION TO THE HoME SECRETARY. 

A deputation from the newly-formed Municipal Association waited upon the 
Secretary of State, at the Home Office, on Friday afternoon, Feb. 28, to present 
the memorial agreed to on the previous day. Mr. Stansfeld, Mr. Hibbert, and 
Mr. Winterbotham were present with Mr. Bruce. 

Sir THomas Bazuey, M.P., in introducing the deputation, said that a more 
numerous and important one had never before waited upon a Minister of State. 
They waited upon the Home Secretary and his colleagues to obtain redress for a 

t legislative wrong, which they believed to have been committed. Mr. 
eman had the credit of passing the Borough Funds Act, but the Act had 
been so mutilated before it became law, that the author ceased to recognize it. 
The deputation hoped that Her Majesty’s Government would not only repeal the 
Act of which they had come to complain, but that there would be a new and 
efficient bill introduced into the House of Commons by the Government. 

The Mayor of MANCHESTER, as chairman of the meeting held on the previous 
day, presented copies of the memorial, and resolutions there adopted. It was 
their unanimous wish to urge upon the Government the necessity of bringing 
in a measure that would place the corporations of the kingdom in the position 
they occupied ty hme old Municipal Corporations Act. 

Sir JosgPH HeRon entered into an explanation of the various paragraphs of 


the memorial. The deputation, he said, were unanimously of one opinion that 
there was no necessity for long speeches or tokens of approval. They believed 
they had an unanswerable claim on Her Majesty’s Government. They asked the 
Government to consider for a moment in what a different manner municipal 
corporations were treated now as compared with the time when the Municipal 
Act was passed, which they looked upon as the charter of their municipal 








liberties. By that Act powers to levy taxes without limit were given. There 
was not a word in the Act from beginning to end about central authority, nor 
was there a syllable which took away from the councils what ought to be placed 
upon them—viz., the responsibility of spending, for the best advan the 
money of those whom they represented. From the beginning to the end of the 
Municipal Act there was not a suggestion that municipal councils were to be 
held responsible except to the ratepayers by whom they were elected. It was 
wisely provided by the Act that the accounts should be audited by auditors 
appointed by the ratepayers themselves. If the responsibility were to be taken 
away, all self-respect on the part of the municipal authorities must disappear, 
and with it all the confidence of the public in local self-government. The 
deputation did not wish to raise Sy strong objection to a general supervision on 
the part of the central authority, but they did feel that legislation was not for 
municipal corporations only, nor for large corporations exclusively, but it was 
also for the purpose of controlling to a certain extent a large variety of smaller 
local authorities that had been the creation of modern legislation. 

Mr. STaNsFELD: Our function, let me observe, is to approve or not to approve 
of a resolution that such and such bills should be promoted. If we do not 
approve, the only consequence is that you are not legally entitled to charge the 
— of that promotion upon your borough fund. 

ir JosePH HERON said the argument of the deputation was that it was the 
intention of Parliament and the select committee who had considered the ques- 
tion that a certain thing should be done, but there was Lord Redesdale, who was 
the fourth estate of the realm; and he had the power of prescribing the form of 
the bill. It was a monstrous position to be placed in. 

Mr. STANSFELD: I have no objection to that. I was looking simply within 
the four corners of the Act. Let me say that Ido not interpret clause 4 of the 
bill as you do, nor have I, at the Local Government Board, administered it in 
the same way. You are dealing with the question as if the Local Government 
Board are entitled to object to the promotion of a measure by a municipality 
because they do not approve of every portion of it, As I read the clause, I am 
to approve of the resolution that certain proposals shall be submitted to Parlia- 
ment. It would be a very serious thing if 1 were to say to a municipality that 
they should not submit their proposals to Parliament. 

Sir JoserH Heron said that although such was not the intention of the 
Government, it was the intention of the gas and water companies, who were re- 
sponsible for the unmitigated and constant opposition to the bill last session, 
and it was their organization and great power which made that opposition so 
successful. The deputation was composed of gentlemen who had come up from 
all parts of the country to ask for an alteration in the law. He was certain he 
could appeal to the members of the Government that some little advantage re- 
sulted to public legislation from the opportunities these interviews afforded of 
hearing the — of those who had, practically, to carry out Acts of Par- 
liament, and they must leave to those who chose to bring them before the Queen’s 
Bench the disgrace of interfering with the powers of corporations. The deputa- 
tion, therefore, earnestly contended that the provisions of the present Act did not 
carry out the intentions of the Legislature. They urged the absolute necessity, 
if they were to obtain justice, that they should obtain it through the instrumen- 
tality of the Government itself. He would conclude by reading a quotation 
from one of Mr. Bruce’s own speeches, merely remarking that it might, with 
great propriety, be applied not to Her Majesty’s Government, but to some private 
members. The quotation was as follows:—‘* The Phocians, I believe, provided 
that whenever a man proposed a new law he should do it with a rope round his 
neck, and if this law were not passed, he should be taken to the next tree and at 
once hanged.” 

Mr. RatusBone, M.P., remarked that the Borough Funds Act was ealculated 
to degrade the position of municipal bodies. 

Mr. LeeMAn, M.P., said it was apparent from what had taken place that it 
was impossible for a private member to pass such a measure as was required, and 
upon that ground they requested the Government to take the subject up. 

Mr. Bruce, in reply, said: Well, gentlemen, this has very truly been de- 
scribed as a very important and influential deputation, and, it being so, I am 
sure you will not, on a matter of so much importance, expect from me any more 
explicit reply than the assurance that we have listened with the greatest 
attention to your arguments, and I may further say that those arguments, 
which have been most ably and powerfully put, have made so great an 
impression upon us that it will be our duty to represent them to oar 
colleagues. 1 may go a little further, and say that undoubtedly thig bill 
did not leave Parliament in the shape which the Government would have désired. 
As to the extent in which it differed from the opinions of the Government, I 
shall not now enter; but I fully admit that it is useless, and almost childish, to 
invest great corporations and other bodies with powers, without at the same time 
giving them the ability to carry them properly into effect. Considering also 
what due and reasonable restraint should put upon public expenditure by 
them as well as other bodies, we will consider the whole subject de novo, and I 
should be very glad indeed to introduce to Parliament a measure which will give 

ou reasonable satisfaction. I was myself witness to the desperate efforts made 
c Mr. Leeman to carry his bill last session. Those efforts, were he to take 
charge of the bill this year, would have to be still more desperate, inasmuch as 
the enthusiasm for legislation has so much increased amongst private members 
that they have taken effectual means of preventing the slightest measure passing 
brought forward after this time, by having multiplied to the extent they have 
the bills now before Parliament. This, as I have said before, is an important 
matter, and Government may well occupy itself in considering it. ithout, 
therefore, pledging the Government to the course it will take, I will renew my 
assurance that the matter shall be brought before the Government, and that 
they will do their best to relieve this measure of any unjust provisions it 
contains. 

The deputation, after thanking the Home Secretary, withdrew. 





Precautions In Ustne Gas Macuines.—The following suggestions, for 
the use of gas machines in which light and inflammable hydrocarbons are em- 
loyed, are from the instructions to insurance agents recently issued by the 
les York Board of Fire Underwriters:—“ The vault or house in which the gas 
is manufactured should be at least 25 feet distant from the main buildings. 
Stop-cocks should be placed on both the gas and air pipes near the machines 
in the vault, also on the gas-pipe near the place where it enters the building, 
and on the air-pipe near the air-pump, when the pump is in the cellar or 
building. The vent-pipe and filling-pipe must be so arranged that one cannot 
be opened without opening both. All the main gas-pipes leading to the pre- 
mises lighted should have an inclination toward the gas machine, so as to 
return all the condensation that may take place in the pipes. The latter should 
be thoroughly tested before the gas is turned on. The vent should be open 
and the air-pump shut off while filling the machine with fluid. Never allow a 
light to be used in or near a gas-house or vault. No barrels containing gasolin 
or other fluid, or from which gasolin has recently been emptied (yet full of 
vapour), should be allowed to be ya in any cellar, barn, shed, or outbuilding 
where other property is stored, or where there is a liability to use a fire or & 
light. Great caution should be exercised in the selection of a trustworthy 
apparatus, and that a competent person be sent to put it up. There are mavy 
machines in the market made of poor material and in the cheapest possible 
manner, the manufacturers of which, by false representations, make large 
rofits. Never allow a machine to be placed in the cellar of a dwelling, as it 
is apt to greatly endanger the lives and property of the occupants.” —Scientific 
American. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF THE GAS-WORKS CLAUSES ACTS, 
1847 AND 1871. 
DEPUTATION TO THE BOARD OF TRADE, — 

It was stated in the last number of the JourNAL that the bill promoted by the 
Gas and Water Companies Association, for the amendment of the Gas-Works 
Clauses Acts, 1847 and 1871, had been withdrawn in deference to the views of 
the authorities of both Houses of Parliament, who objected to it on the ground 
that it proposed to amend two public Acts by a private bill. 

The object of the proposed Amendment Bill was to confer upon the President 
of the Board of Trade, with respect to provincial gas companies, similar powers to 
those contained in the City of London Gas Act, 1868, as to the revision of the 
scale of illuminating power and price of gas, so as to meet exceptional circum- 
stances such as those in which some of these companies now find themselves 
placed, owing to the increased cost of materials and labour employed by them. 

The bill having been withdrawn, an application was addressed to the President 
of the Board of Trade to receive a deputation of gas companies to submit their 
views to him on the subject, and to ask whether, if the bill were again brought 
forward by a private member as a public measure, the Government would 
facilitate its progress through Parliament. 

Mr. CuicuEsTER Forrescve accordingly appointed Wednesday last, at half- 
past two o’clock, to receive the deputation. It consisted of the representatives of 
upwards of 50 ae gas companies, and was attended by the following 
members of Parliament:—Dr. Brewer wa Mr. T, Cave “ety 
Mr. C. H. Williams (Barnstaple), Sir R. A. Cunliffe (Flint Burghs), Mr. H. 
Edwards (horaenthl, W. C. Brooks (East Cheshire), Hon. W. Egerton (Mid 
Cheshire), Mr. C.J. T. Hambro (Weymouth), C. C. Clifford (Newport, Isle of 
Wight), Gol. A. Learmouth (Colchester), Mr. E. H. J. Craufurd (Ayr Burghs), 
W. Lowther (Westmoreland), and Mr. G. Melly (Stoke-upon-Trent). 

The deputation was introduced by Dr. Brewer and Mr. Edwards, and the 
president was informed that the gentlemen present had, at a preliminary meet- 
ing that day, agreed that their case should be submitted to him by Mr. Baxter, 
of the firm of Baxter, Rose, and Norton. 

Mr. Baxter said: Sir, you are perfectly well aware of the circumstances 
under which gas companies carry on their operations. They have a maximum 
price imposed upon them by their respective Acts of Parliament, beyond which 
price they cannot charge. The material they supply to their consumers for 
that price is made from coal and coal alone, and therefore it is obvious that any 
difference in the price of coals will make a difference in the cost of the article 
they have to produce. Nevertheless, they are bound not to go beyond a certain 
maximum price, and though the cost of production may be greater they still 
cannot charge more. When these companies come before Parliament, as they 
are compelled to do now and then, the difficulties which this state of things 
might bring about has been started before the committees, and I recollect on 
one occasion suggesting myself that the effect of a French war might be to put 
astop to the trade of carrying coals by sea altogether. However, that was 
laughed at by the committee, and they fixed the maximum price in that case, as 

been done in all othere, at a certain sum, on the assumption that the price 
of coals would always remain as they were. I need not say, for doubtless you 
are well acquainted with the fact that the price of coals, which some time since 
was 13s., 14s., 15s., or 16s., is now 30s., and that the gas companies have to 
bear the difference between these two scales and still furnish their gas at the 
same maximum rate. The consequence of this is obvious; some companies 
will be utterly bankrupt, others will not be able to pay their way, and 
some will make gas without paying any dividend to their shareholders at all. 
It is certain that in all the companies a most material reduction in the 
dividend must take place, so that they will be greatly the losers by the 
enormous advance which has taken place in the cost of coals. Now, the 
Legislature, in fixing the maximum price to be charged for gas, said to the 
companies, “ You may pay 10 per cent, dividends to your shareholders, if you 
earn it; but if your profits are greater than that, then you must reduce the 
price of gas.’” And there is a machinery, beautifully and accurately arranged 
in the Acts, by which any customer of the company, if he thinke that they 
are earning more than 10 per cent., may cause an inquiry to be instituted, when, 
if it turns out to be as he supposes, such a reduction must take place. The 
public are therefore amply protected, because it is in the power of any con- 
sumer to take action in the matter; but the Legislature has always steadily 
adhered to the system of giving the companies a right to a 10 per cent. divi- 
dend. You, sir, will perhaps remember, as a matter of record in Parliament, 
that all the metropolitan companies, have, from time to time, been before the 
Legislature. On the last great inquiry on the subject, the question of reducing 
the maximum — of gas was very strongly urged upon the committee ; but 
the companies then before Parliament said, ‘If the cost of coals and labour ad- 
vance, we shall not, at the price which was emphatically insisted upon, be able 
to pay our dividends at all,” and there was accordingly introduced into the City 
of London Gas Act, 1868, a provision that the companies might at any 
time come to the Board of Trade and ask for an inquiry into the circum- 
stances in which they found themselves placed owing to the rise in the cost 
of coals, or otherwise. The Board of Trade have, then, the power to ap- 
point commissioners to institute such inquiry, and if these commissioners 
should satisfy themselves that, having regard to the existing price of coal 
and labour, the SS cannot supply gas of the illuminating power and 
at the price required by that Act, and make a sufficient profit to pay 10 per cent. 
dividends, ve | are to make a report to the board. Thereupon the board may 
regulate the illuminating power and price, so as to enable the company as nearl 
as ible to pay 10 per cent. dividend. The clause is this: ‘If in the mon 
of January, 1871, or any subsequent year, application is made to the Board of Trade 
by any company, or y bee corporation, for a revision of the scale of illuminating 
power and price, the Board of Trade shall appoint not less than two or more than 
three competent and impartial persons to be commissioners for the purpose, one 
of whom shall be a barrister-at-law, if required by either party.” e commis- 
sioners so appointed are to have free access to the books and works of the com- 
pany, May summon any person to give evidence, have power to obtain assist- 
ance if they require it, and they are directed, “after hearing the company 
‘and the corporation, if desiring to be heard, to fix an illuminating power and 
Price for that company, to take effect as and from the Ist day of January in the 
year of revision.’” And these are the rules for fixing the power and price :—“1. 
They shall fix such an illuminating power and such a price as shall be calculated 
to yield to the company, with due care and management, a dividend in that year 
(after allowing for the excess or surplus, if any, carried in the then last preceding 
year to the credit of the divisible profit, and to the insurance-fund of the com- 
pany), attaining as near as may be, but in no case exceeding the rate of £10 per 
centum per annum, and to make up the insurance-fund authorized by this xt 
tbo made up. 2, They shall take into account any saving or economy which 
ey shall be of opinion might have been effected by amalgamation of the com- 
panies, or any of them. 3. They shall not fix, in any case, an illuminating 
power lower, or @ price higher than the minimum of illuminating power and 
Maximum of price prescribed by the Act of 1860. 4. Subject to the foregoing 
Provisions, they shall fix the illuminating power as high, and the price as low as 
Pg ge! admit.” Some of the metropolitan companies, therefore, have 
© relief which the companies represented on this occasion now seek at 
your hands. They ask that the clause which is applied to London may be 
mete applicable to the country, so that they may be in a position to come to 
oe Board of Trade and lay their case before you, and ask for such a revision 
their price or illuminating power as will enable them to earn the dividend they 
are authorized to pay. Now, sir, prior to the commencement of the present session 
of Parliament, we gave notice to bring in a bill for this purpose. I first applied 








here, in this department, to know whether you would be prepared to bring in a 
bill for the amendment of the Gas-Works Clauses Acts, with a view to give the 
power to the Board of Trade; and the reply I received was that you did not see 
your way to do so. We, therefore, brought in a private bill, but in both Houses 
it was objected to by the authorities, who said the Gas-Works Clauses Act was a 
public measure, and. could not be amended in that manner. They asked us, 
therefore, to withdraw the bill, and to have it introduced as a public bill. This 
we have already done, and we now ask you to assist us in obtaining for the pro- 
vincial gas companies the same power to secure a revision of price as is enjoyed 
by some of the gas companies in London. I need scarcely say one word upon the 
equity and the necessity of something of the kind wey tat but, perhaps, you 
will say, “* What is the alternative if it is not done in way?” Sir, the alter- 
native will be that each of these companies must bring in a private bill of its 
own to effect the object desired. There are six such bills before Parliament at 
the present time, and as the companies are not allowed to agglommerate and 
bring in one bill which shall be applicable to the whole, they must each one, by 
the technical rules of Parliament, bring in a separate bill, It is obviously in 
the public interest that the companies should make a fair profit, because other- 
wise the public cannot be well served. The companies are the only authorized 
parties to supply gas within their respective areas ; but is it to be supposed they 
will go on doing so at a loss? or are they to cease supplying gas during the time 
when the cost of materials is such that they can only do it ata loss? They 
would be sorry to take such a course; but it is not reasonable to suppose that 
they will go on from year to year and from month to month supplying gas which 
costs them more than their customers will pay them for it. Therefore the equity 
of the thing is evident. What we ask you then, sir, is this. We know the diffi- 
culty—the almost impossibility—of any private member of Parliament carrying 
through a public bill; and therefore we ask whether, if we induce a private mem- 
ber to bring in a bill with the single object of applying the principle recognized in 
the case of the metropolis to the case of provincial gas companies, we may look 
for the assistance of your department in carrying it through its several stages. 
We know it is utterly useless to take any step in the matter unless we are 
assured of the support of your department; and therefore, having stated our 

tievance, which is simple and plain, the humble request of these gas companies 
is that you will kindly sanction and countenance such a measure, so as to em- 
power you to carry out, in reference to them, similar provisions to those which 
are in existence in respect to the London companies. 

The Presipent: I am very anxious to hear anything which it may be neces- 
sary to state on the part of the companies, and, therefore, if any other gentle- 
man wishes to add to the remarks already made, I hope he willdo so. I consider 
my business to day is rather to listen than to say much. In short, I am not 
ee omy to give any promise whatever. There are other parties to be considered 

ides those who are in the room—viz., the public, and it would not be my duty 
to give any promise to-day. But Iam anxious to hear, and shall weigh care- 
fully, all that you may have to say. 

Mr. Epwarps: I may say that I represent a gas company in Weymouth, 
which is called a consumers company. They never have paid more than 5 per 
cent., and the last dividend they managed to scrape together was only 3 per 
cent., and that was entirely obtained from the sale of old stores. What the next 
dividend may be I cannot say. I am satisfied the consumers would rather be 
supplied at an additional charge than be left in darkness. 

he PRESIDENT: I want to know exactly what it is youask for. As I under- 
stand Mr. Baxter, it is that the provisions of the City of London Gas Act should 
be applied to the —— companies, 

Mr. Baxter: That is what we ask—the power to apply to this board for a 
revision of price when eoagge' 

Mr. Hampro: One cause which has operated to reduce the profits of gas 
companies is the early closing movement, which has made the consumption of 
gas much smaller. 

The PresipeNt: There is one question I should like to ask, and that is 
whether the companies which are represented here are charging their maximum. 

Mr. Warp: I can answer for two of them that they are not, but the reason 
for that is that they happen to have long and favourable contracts for coals, 
which they are giving the public the benefit of. 

The PresipenT: Such companies are not charging up to their present legal 
owers. But I want to point out that the parallel which Mr. Baxter has drawn 
etween the City of London and provincial gas companies is far from complete. 

The City of London companies were placed under very severe restrictions both 
as to the illuminating power and as to the price of their gas, and they were not 
allowed to accumulate a fund to make up the deficit of bad years out of the 
— of good years. 

r. BAXTER: Beyond six years. 

The Presipent: They were not allowed to accumulate any fund to make up 
deficiencies in the 10 per cent., under the Act of 1868. They were only allowed 
to accumulate and retain a small fund for the purpose of meeting unforeseen 
accident and no more; they were not allowed to take any steps to use the 
surplus of good years in making up the deficiency of bad ones. But provincial 
gas companies have that power. 

Mr. Baxter: I think that isa mistake. Provincial companies have the power 
to accumulate a fund to meet contingencies, as, for instance, if a gasholder is 
destroyed. 

The PresipenT: The City of London comgeate have that power within 
limits, but the provincial companies have also ‘the power to accumulate a fund 
for the express purpose of making up their dividends to 10 per cent. which 
makes an important and serious difference in the two cases. 

Mr. Baxter: Under the Gas- Works Clauses Act there is a power of that sort, 
but it is not a very large matter—it is only, I think, 10 per cent. 

The PREsIpENT: You mean the fund must not exceed 10 per cent. upon the 
paid-up capital? No doubt that is so, but I say that forms a very important dis- 
tinction between the condition of the provincial companies, and those supplying 
gas in the City of London. This is the clause. [Read clause 31, Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, 1847, which prescribes that profits beyond 10 per cent. to be invested 
and form a reserved fund.] Now the companies in the City of London have no 
power whatever to make up the deficit of previous years—the provincial com- 

anies have. 

, Mr. Baxter: I ‘think you will find, if you turn to the Act of the Imperial 
Gas Company, that they have power to create a reserve-fund. But what I wish 
to impress upon youis this: What is the remedy for the state of things of which 
these companies complain? They cannot be supposed to go on losing money by 
all the gas they make, besides forfeiting all their dividends; and if oy say that 
they must find a remedy without your interference, the result will be the intro- 
duction of a hundred private bills, whereas a single clause in one bill would 
place in your department a power of revision, which is a very simple thing. 

The Present : It is perfectly simple if it is the right thing to do; but 
are we to assume that Parliament has guaranteed all these companies 10 
per cent. ? 

Mr. Baxter: Not guaranteed. 

The Presipent : I should be quite unwilling to admit that. . 

Mr. Baxter: Not guaranteed, but that is the recognized profit. — 

The Presipent: It isa mere maximum, and nothing ee @ guaran- 
a least of all is it intended that that should be the annual amount of 

rofit. 
7 Mr. Baxter: But, sir, 1am sure, if you were presiding over a committee to 
which a gas bill was referred, you would fix the maximum with reference to the 
price of coal, and every one of those committees would, without hesitation, give 
& price for gas according to the cost of coal, 
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The PresmpenT: On the other hand, Parliament has for years past enabled 
gas companies to carry on one of the most profitable businesses in this couutry, 
and to make véry high dividends. 

Mr. Baxter: Do you mean 10 per cent.? 

‘The PRESIDENT: . ‘ ale 

Mr. Baxter: That can hardly be considered a “‘ very high” dividend, con- 
sidering the dangers and risks incurred. There have been a hundred discoveries 

“in my time which have threatened to supersede gas, and some day one of these 
may become practically successful, so that those who invest money in these un- 
dertakings do so with the chance that they may lose the whole of their capital 
at d single blow. But, sir, what I wish to impress upon you is this: You have 
the power to remedy an obvious evil; an evil which Parliament would remedy 
at once if each of these companies came forward with a bill. Will you stand 
“by and say, “I do not see my way to help you,”’ and remit the matter to Parlia- 
ment in the shape of a hundred different bills, when by one stroke of your pen 
you can, if there is, as we state, an inequality between the metropolitan and 
provincial gas companies, remedy it? All we want is a practical remedy, and 
“we + or gs might look to the Government to assist usin obtaining it by a 
single bill. ; 
be PresmpentT: I do not at all admit that ! can do it by one stroke of 
my pen. It is a question for Parliament, and there may be mauy other interests 
in the House of Comdates, besides those which are represented here. In fact, 
you ask me to do a very grave thing; you ask me to set aside a statutory con- 
tract now existing between you and the public. The public very often want to 
do the same thing by you. I remember the first deputation I ever received, 
some two years ago, represented a very — agitation, and I think there 
“was a conference presided over by a friend of mine, They came to me with the 
question whether some points in the contract between the companies and the 
ublic should not be changed in the interests of the public. Of course, we all 
now the companies fiercely resisted such an idea ; but you will be reminded of 
this if anything is now done. I can only say I feel the greatest difficulty in the 
matter, and I am quite unable to give you the promise you ask to-day. 

Mr. Baxter: I would not press it to-day. All I ask is that, if a private 
member of Parliament undertakes the introduction of such a bill as a public 
measure, we we | have the sanction of this department. Without that, I do not 
see how we could go on with it. The responsibility of the measure would not 
rest here. The member introducing the bill would have to meet the opposition 
of the public; that would be taken off your hands, as it would not be a bill 
introduced by this department. All we ask from you is that you should say 
you think there is such a case as renders it proper that the question should be 
considered by the House of Commons, 

The Presipent: I quite understand your point. By the way,I forgot to 
remind you that in the Act of 1868 the power of revision—that is, the power to 
raise the price of gas—in the Board of Trade is very limited. The board have 
not power to raise the price beyond that fixed by the Act of 1860—viz., 4s. 6d., 
which is a very narrow limit. 

Mr. Baxter: I do not remember that that limit is in it. 

The Presipent: Yes, it is. I have it here. ‘‘ Rules for the Commissioners.” 
** They shall not fix, in any case, an illuminating power lower, or a price 
higher, than the minimum of illuminating power and maximum of price pre- 
scribed by the Act of 1860.” 

Mr. Baxter: You see, sir, the principle is this: If the price of the material 
of which we make gas varies, the price of the gas itself should vary. There is 
a concession of that principle in that clause. The commissioners are to fix a 
maximum according to their conception of what the cost of materials would 
come to. Unfortunately, we are much enlarged in our experience as to the 
——— in the cost of materials since the passing of that Act, but here lies the 
principle. 

The PREsipent: It comes to this, that though your powers and privileges 
have been greater hitherto than those of the City of London gas companies, you 
want, in this poagert, much greater powers of revision than they possess. 

Mr. Baxter: We only want what Parliament shall think reasonable; but we 
are met with this difficulty, that if a private member of Parliament brings in a 
public bill, he might as well throw his cap against the wind. We therefore ask 
that you should say you think there is so much equity in the matter that it is 
sd it a receive the attention of Parliament, and let us fight the measure 
through. 

The PresipENT: I do not admit what you state about the difficulty which a 
private member has to contend with. If you can convince the constituencies 
and the members of Parliament that there is a fair ground for the interposition 
of the Legislature, Parliament will listen to you. Your statement is that unlesr 
the Government use their influence, Parliament will not listen. That is rathe 
an awkward assumption on your part. 

Mr. Baxter: I am only a looker-on, but it always appears to me that when 
a private member brings in a public measure, what with one thing and another, 
he never gets the chance of bringing it on, and, in fact, it is lost. 

The Prestpent: If there is much feeling or public interest at his back he 
will succeed. I do not know’that I can say more to-day. 

Mr. Baxter : I hope, sir, you will seriously consider this matter ; it is rapidly 
becoming a public grievance. There are many companies who have not yet 
come into the difficulty of which we complain, because they have old coal con- 
tracts which have hitherto carried them over. 

The deputation then withdrew. 

{Just before going to press, we were informed at Messrs. Baxter, Rose, Norton, and 
Co.’s office, that up to that time no communication had been received on the subject 
from the Board of ‘Trade.—Ep. J.G.L.] 





Tue ‘‘New Gas Company,”—A paragraph ee in the City Article of 
The Times, last week, stating that the New Gas Company, Limited, formed at 
the end of last month, with a share capital of £500,000, have entered into 
arrangements with the city of Chichester for the application of their system to 
the Chichester Gas-Works. The process, it is stated, will be in full operation 
within six weeks, and the result in its bearing upon the coal question, and the 
promise at the same time of a purer and cheaper light, will be awaited with 
especial interest. 


Bray Gas-Works.—At a meeting of the Bray Commissioners on the 3rd 
inst., the Earl of Meath presiding, a discussion took place upon the gas question 
in reference to the Dublin Corporation bill now before Parliament for purchasing 
the works of the Alliance and Consumers Gas Company. It was urged that as 
the corporation had made so Ea a bargain by the purchase, the Bray Commis- 
sioners ought to purchase the Bray Gas-Works. It was accordingly resolved 
that the board should petition for a clause in the new bill empowering the 
Dublin Corporation to sell to the Bray Commissioners the Bray works, by 
agreement, arbitration, or otherwise. 


NEATH.—PRopOsED TRANSFER OF THE Gas CompANY’s WORKS TO THE 
CorPorATION.—A local paper states that in consequence of what has transpired 
in the council with reference to the gas company’s uew bill, the directors have 
made overtures to the corporation to purchase the works, which appear to be 
favourably entertained and capable of being acted upon; it is, therefore, more 
than probable that before long the works will be under the control of the cor- 
poration, a desideratum long hoped for. 

KILMARNOCK.—WINDING-UP OF THE GAs Company's Arrarrs.—The final 
report of the directors to the shareholders of this company (whose works have 
now passed into the hands of the corporation) has just been issued. The report 





states that the litigation with Mr. Smith has been brought to a close bya 
decision of the Court of Session in favour of the company, whereby the arrears 
of rent due, with interest, and also expenses, huve been recovered. The affairs 
of the company as wound up show a balance in their favour of £1427 9s., which 
falis to be divided wholly among the shareholders holding original stock, and 
admits of the payment of £2 7s. 6d. for each original share. 


ADVANCES IN THE Price or Gas.—The directors of the Reading Gas Com- 
any have issued a notice to their consumers, stating that owing to the great 
incregse in price of coals, labour, and materials, they are reluctantly compelled 
to give notice that from and after the taking of the meters for the quarter end- 
ing Lady-day next, the price of gas will be increased 3d. per 1000 feet; and 
that from and at the same time accounts will be delivered and collected quar- 
terly. The price at South Shields has been increased to the maximum ; at 
Marlborough, from 5s. 10d. to 6s. 8d.; Calne, from 5s. 5d. to 6s. 3d. ; Market 
Deeping, to 7s. 6d. ; Farnsfield (Notts), from 6s. 8d. to 7s. 6d.; Leslie, N.B., 
from 63, 8d. to 7s. 6d. ; and Hamilton, N.B., from 4s, 2d. to ds. 


FoREIGN AND CotontAL Gas Company, Liuirep.—The directors of this 
company invite applications for £75,000 Ten per Cent. First Preference Shares, 
which will be entitled to participate with the ordinary share capital amounting 
to £100,000, when dividends exceed 10 per cent. The company, itis stated, was 
successfully established in June, 1872, to acquire and work judiciously selected 
concessionsin foreign countries and the colonies. The estimated net revenue 
from works already established in Tunis, Caserta, and the suburbs of Naples is 
£31,486, which is equal to 18 per cent. on the total amount of the ordinary 
"sm aaas share capital. The present issue is made to complete the above 
works. 


Lincotn Gas Company's Bitt.—The Stamford Mercury says: “The depu- 
tation appointed by the Town Council had an interview with the directors of 
the gas company a day or two since, when the latter made some important 
concessions in reference to their new gas bill. Amongst other things, they 
agreed to reduce their declared capital from £80,000 to £64,000, and that the 
maximum dividend thereon should be 5 instead of 10 per cent.; also that instead 
of charging 3d. per 1000 additional for every advance of 1s. per ton in the price 
of coal, they will be content. with 1d. per 1000 additional.” 


GopaLmine Gas SupPLy.—The consumption of gas in this town for the year 
1872, exclusive of public lights, was 7,408,700 cubic feet, being upwards of 
1 million cubic feet in excess of the consumption of 1871.. The directors of the 
Godalming Gas and Coke Company, in their report just issued, declare a divi- 
dend to be paid on or after the lst of May next, at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the preference shares, and a dividend of 5 per cent. per annum on the 
ordinary stock of the company, free of income-tax. The directors add that the 
unprecedented high price of coal causes them great alarm, and should it con- 
tinue it must seriously affect the dividends of shareholders for the ensuing year. 


Hutu Gas Surpty.—Mr. Baynes’s report for the month of February shows 
that the illuminating power of the gas supplied to the Sculcoates and Myton 
district by the British Gas Company during February was satisfactory. The 
gas was constantly free from sulphuretted hydrogen and free ammonia. The 
results with Sugg’s 15-hole standard burner were:— 

Max. Min. Mean. 

Illuminating power, standard sperm candles 15°25 14:09 14°63 

Grains of sulphur per 100 feet ........... - 28°40 25°70 26°90 

Grains of ammonia per 100 feet........... — — 00 
Mean barometer and temperature in experiment room—Bar., 30:28; temp., 55°. 


Heanor Gas Suppty.—At a recent meeting of the local board, the clerk 
was instructed to write to the directors of the Langley Mill and Heanor Gas 
Company for the nee yr of ascertaining whether they were disposed to sell 
their works to the board, and, if so, at what price. The chairman stated that a 
reply had been received from the directors, and it was to the effect thut they 
had no desire to alter their present position, but that if the board were anxious 
to purchase the works, they were at liberty to make an offer, when a meeting 
would be called, and the matter taken into consideration. From a discussion 
that ensued, it appeared that the board had no power to purchase the works 
without first obtaining a special Act of Parliament. In the circumstances, it 
was agreed that nothing more should be done in the matter. 


Souta Suiztps Gas Company.—The report of the directors presented to the 
meeting of shareholders on the 28th ult., states that, owing to the unprecedently 
high price of coal, iron, and everything connected with the manufacture of gas, the 
board have been a ones to raise the price to the public to the maxi- 
mum allowed by the Act of Parliament. By thus raising the price of gas, and by the 
increased returns from residual produets, combined with the greatest economy 
in every department, they were in a position to recommend the usual dividend 
of 9 per cent. on the old and7 per cent. on the new stock of the company. Not- 
withstanding many difficulties connected with the coal supply, the illuminating 
poe of the gas, a3 reported on by the inspector appointed by the corporation, 

ad shown an average much above the standard required by Act of Parliament. 


Exriosion oF Gas IN A THEATRE.—Whilst the drama of “‘ The Jewels” 
was being performed at the Blackburn Theatre on Monday evening, Feb. 24, 
two india-rubber bags, containing gas, and used in connexion with a lime light 
apparatus, exploded, blowing a man named Charles Whittaker and a platform 
about 16 feet high on to the stage. Whittaker received a severe scalp wound 
and other injuries, and was rendered insensible. The platform was scattered 
in fragments about the stage, and all the lights in the theatre were extinguished 
simultaneously with the explosion. The utmost confusion prevailed, and a 
rush was made to the doors by the audience, but the police and doorkeepers 
neg nae egress, and ultimately succeeded in restoring order. Two women 

ad to be carried out of the pit in a fainting condition. Order having been 
restored, the performance was resumed. 

Grimsspy Gas Company.—The half-yearly meeting of shareholders was held 
on Thursday, Feb. 13, and notwithstanding the high price of coals a dividend of 
10 per cent. on the A. stock and B. stock was declared, and 7 per cent. on the 
new ordinary shares. The expenditure for the production of gas, for the half 
year ending Dec. 31st., was £3677 15s., the total balance on the account being 
£2679 17s. 10d. The receipts for the half year for gas and meter rents were 
£5192 1s. 7d., and the sale of coke, tar, waste lime, and ammoniacal liquor, for 
the same period, realized £1110 4s. 10d. Very great credit is due to the 
manager, Mr. M. Broadhead, for the way in which he has tided the company 
through a very difficult period. The public are paying a high figure for good 

, but the price has reached its maximum even if the coal quotation doubles 
ite present price. 

GLoucesteR Gas Company.—The half-yearly meeting of this company was 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 25. The report stated that the net profit for the half 
year was £2154 11s. 10}d., which, with £2001 14s. 9d. undivided last year, 
made a total amount available for dividend of £4156 8s. 74d. The directors 
recommended that the maximum dividend be declared for the half year— 
namely, £10 per cent. per annum upon the class A shares, and £7 10s. per 
cent. per annum upon the class B shares. These dividends would absorb 
£1948 3s. 6d., and leave a balance of £2208 to be carried forward to the next 
account. Notwithstanding the greatly enhanced price of coals, labour, and 
materials, the result of the half year’s working had proved more successful 
than was expected, and consequently it had been decided not to increase the 
present price of gas. 
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Gas Licutine By ELectriciry.—At the meeting of the Society of Arts on 
Wednesday last, Mr. W. Lloyd Wise, C.E., read a paper on gas lighting by 
electricity, and means for lighting and extinguishing street and other lamps 
simultaneously. The author of the paper referred to several methods that had 
been at various times pro , especially that recently applied to street lamps 
in Preston, according to the plan of Professor Klinkerfues, director of the Royal 
Observatory, Gottingen, who opens and closes the supply near the burners, and 
ignites or extinguishes the gas as required, by simply changing the pressure at 
ee gas-works. The paper was illustrated by diagrams, an Fa large collection of 
apparatus lent for the occasion by Mr. Bi oth, chairman of the Preston 
Gas Company. We propose to publish the paper, with drawings, in our next. 

Mancuester (Corporation) Gas Suppiry.—Tae INTEREST on Gas- 
Rests Deposirs.—At the meeting of the Manchester Town Council on the 
5th inst., the Gas Committee reported that the mages! of allowing interest on 
deposits received as security for gas-rents had been under discussion, and re- 
ferred to the audit sub-committee for investigation. The latter committee 
reported that on the 4th of December the number of deposits on the books was 
98,745, and the amount of money in hand £12,167, or an average of about 8s. 6d. 
per deposit. Considering that the largest number of the deposits were required 
in respect of the smallest accounts, which were charged only at the same price 
per 1000 cubic feet as the larger ones; that the trouble and inconvenience of 

aying interest on such small sums would be very great, seeing that the amount 
would only be $d. per quarter on nine-tenths of the accounts; that the interest 
would in no case exceed an equivalent of 3d. per 1000 cubic feet additional if 
charged upon the gas; that it would involve a loss to the council of from £400 to 
£500 per annum ; and that the amount of the interest would only be equal or 
thereabouts to the actual eost to the committee consequent upon the risky cha- 
racter of those accounts, the sub-committee did not deem it advisable to recom- 
mend that interest should be allowed. The report was received. 

Normantoy Gas AnD Water Company.—The half-yearly meeting of this 
company was held on Saturday, Feb. 22, under the presidency of Dr. Statter, 
chairman of the board of directors. In the course of his remarks the chairman 
said that notwithstanding the unprecedented extraordinary increase in the 
price of coal, which very seriously affected gas companies in general, as well 
as private individuals, the company had realized a profit of £428, which would 
enable them to declare a dividend of 6 per cent., instead of, as previously, 5 per 
cent., and carry upwards of £100 to the reserve-fund. The company had 
expended upwards of £200 in endeavouring to obtain a supply of water for 
Normanton, but their attempts had been abortive. The board asked the share- 
holders to empower them to increase the capital by £10,000, by the issue of 
2000 shares of £5 each; and it was unanimously resolved, upon the motion of 
Mr. G. H. Westerman, seconded by Mr. R. W. Aspden, postmaster of Wakefield, 
that the directors be empowered to issue the shares, anc likewise to borrow any 
sum not exceeding £3000 on mortgage, or by the execution of a bond, deben- 
ture, or promissory note, for the purpose of extending the works of the com- 
pany. It was also unauimously determined that a dividend of 6 per cent. be 
declared. 

Tue Instirution of Crvit EncineErs.—At the meeting of this society, on 
Tuesday, the 4th of March—Mr. Hawksley, president, in the chair, 19 
candidates were balloted for and declared to be duly elected, including three 
members, amongst whom was Mr. Robert Harris, engineer of the eastern 
division of The Gaslight and Coke Company. Sixteen gentlemen were elected 
asscciates, amongst whom were Mr. Samuel Brothers Darwin, secretary and 
manager of the Shrewsbury Gas-Works, and Mr. Thomas Sullock Stooke, water- 
works engineer to the Corporation of St. Helen's. 

Tue GasnoLtpEerR Accipent at Beckton.—On the 27th of February, 1871, 
an accident, cause by a heavy gale of wind, happened te one of the newly- 
erected gasholders at Beckton. Upon a subsequent examination, a question 
arose as to the original construction of the holder, and cross actions were ini- 
tiated in the Court of Exchequer, between Messrs. Aird and Sons, the con- 
tracturs for the works, and Mr. Broad, a sub-contractor, on behalf of the 
Horsley Iron Company. The cases came on for hearing in February, 1872, and 
were then referred to the arbitration of Mr. Hawkshaw, C.E., whose award has 

just been made in favour of Messrs. Aird. 

A Coat VIEWER ON THE Prospects or Gas CoMPANIES.—A meeting of 
managers and under-viewers of collieries was held on Saturday week, in the 
assembly-room of the Old George Hotel, Leeds. There was a very large at- 
tendance, and the proceedings were of a highly interesting character. After 
some preliminary business had been transacted, the opening or inaugural ad- 
dress was delivered by Mr. C. Bradley. That gentleman, in tke course of his 
remarks, said: ‘* Recently the question of the duration of our coal-fields in con- 
nexion with our increasing consumption of fuel has led to considerable contro- 
versy, and I may say that I by no means agree with Sir W. Armstrong in some 
of his views on the subject, for it is impossible that the present rate of increase 
can goon for any number of years, and that for many reasons. In the first 
place, I find that upwards of one-ninth of the entire quantity of coal raised is 
used in the manufacture of gas, yet a far more brilliant and powerfal light is 
obtained from the magnesium wire and by electricity, and it is not saying too 
much that in probability in less than a quarter of a century from the present 
time coal gas as at present known will be numbered with the things that were, 
for as surely as that mode of lighting superseded the oil-lamp, so also will it be 
superseded by a far more powerful illuminating agent.” 

Hutt Water Surety.—The Water-Works Committee met on Monday, 
Feb. 24, Alderman Chapman presiding. The engineer’s report showed that the 
available yield of water at Springhead was at the rate of 10,000,000 gallons 
daily. The total consumption during the past fortnight had been 64,915,602 
gallons; the daily average being 4,636,828 gallons. The town-clerk presented 
to the committee a resolution passed at a special council meeting as to addi- 
tional engine power at Springhead. After some discussion it was decided, 
therefore, not for the present to take action on the council’s resolution. The 
treasurer reported that he negotiated a loan for £1500, at 44 per cent., to replace 
an expired bond which had borne interest at 4} per cent. A resolution was 
passed confirming the action of the treasurer. 

Dorkinc Water Company.—At the annual meeting of this company on the 
27th ult.—Mr. A. Powell, J.P., in the chair—the accounts having been pre- 
sented, the chairman congratulated the meeting on the progress which had 
been made in sinking the new well at Tower Hill. It was now completed, and 
had recently undergone a fourteen days test as to the quantity of water it 
could supply. The test had shown that it could yield 200 gallons per minute 
consecutively, the engine working at the rate of. 620 revolutions per minute. 
An analysis of the water had been made by Professor Attfield. The analysis 
stated that the water was of the purest quality, and contained less organic 
matter than the water supplied to any town in the kingdom, It contained only 
two degrees of hardness, an amount which was unexceptionably small. The 
water was, in fact, infinitely superior to that of an adjacent well at the residence 
of Sir Arthur Cotton, a | on which the professor had recently a 

‘This water contains less organic ae Ra om is, of animal or vegetable origin 
~than any one of the hundreds I have analyzed during the past ten years. 
There is present only one quarter of the amount commonly occurring in New 
River water, the best water supplied to London. Ihave no hesitation in stating 
that the water is of exceltent quality for general drinking purposes.” 

Matstone Water-Worxs Company.—The half-yearly meeting of share- 
holders was held on Saturday, Feb. 22. From the report of the directors it ap- 
peared that the amount of water-rents for the year ended the 31st of December 








last was £3137 19s. 7d., and at that date there were some 2447 consumers, 
The balance in favour of the revenue was then estimated at £1667 13s. 1ld., 
and the net profit for the year at £715 9s.6d. To the reserve-fund, which at 
present amounts to £600, it was proposed to add a further sum of £100. No 
reliable estimate of the quantity of water to be obtained from the bore-hole, 
referred toin recent reports, could yet be made, and the water now yielded 
stated to be mixed with sand; and, moreover, the boring cannot be ed fur- 
ther. Under the circumstances, the directors opened a negotiation with Mr. H. 
A. Brassey, for taking water from some springs at Avlesford belonging to him; 
and in order to obtain the capital required to carry out the necessary works a 
Provisional Order had been applied for. In consequence of the high price of 
coal, and the increased consumption of that article during the year, the profits 
of the company had been much diminished, and a dividend of only 3 per cent. 
per annum, free of income-tax, was therefore recommended. This, after adding 
£100 to the reserve-fund, would leave a balance of £967 13s. 11d. 


_RocHEsTER AND CuaTrHam Water-Worxs Comrany.—The report of the 
directors of this company, adopted at the meeting of shareholders, on the 18th 
ult., stated that the receipts for the past half year amounted to £4491 18s. 1d., 
showing an increase of £281 183. 1d. over the previous half year. The directors 
regretted that in consequence of the extraordinary increase in the price of coal, 
and the additional taxation to which the company had become liable, the 
balance available for dividend and other purposes was less than it had recently 
been, and they had, therefore, only been able to appropriate the sum of £300 
towards paying off preliminary expenses. After completion of the contract for 
the two new donble-action pumps referred to in the last report, it was found 
that the brick pier supporting the fly-wheel shaft of the large well engine was 
not sufficiently strong to bear the extra strain put upon it, by the additional 
duty the engine and pumps were called upon to perform, and it was therefore 
considered necessary to take down the pier and replace it with a strong iron 
girder, and, at the same time, to strengthen certain other parts of the engine. 
The portable engine also, which had been of so much service to the company 
during the past four years, had had to undergo a thorough examination and 
repair. These repairs and alterations, which had effected a great and permanent 
improvement in the machinery, had necessarily caused an increase of expenses, 
as shown in the item for repairs and renewals. The directors recommend that 
a dividend at the rate of £6 per cent. per annum (free from income-tax) be 
declared upon all shares, for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1872; and that the 
sum of £361 13s. 8d., the balance of the revenue account, be carried forward to 
the next half year’s accounts. 

BourNnemoutTH WATER SuppLy.—A meeting of the inhabitants of Bourne- 
mouth was held on the 24th ult., to consider the interests of the inhabitants in 
connexion with the bill now before Parliament for extending the limits of the 
Bournemouth Gas and Water Company, Limited, and otherwise. The Rev. J. 
H. Wanklyn, presided. Mr. John Cassells, a member of the Board of Commis- 
sioners, represented that body, and explained the concessions which the com- 
pany had made in regard to the bill at their request. After a long discussion, 
the following resolutions were carried unanimously :—* That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Improvement Commissioners for their efforts to 
modify the proposed bill of the company, but consider no arrangement with 
the company will be sati sfactory which does not expunge law 74, which raises 
the rate for water above 5 per cent. on the rateable value; or, by meter, above 
2s. 6d. per 1000 gallons, which fails to provide an abundant supply of water for 
flushing drains and watering roads, and which does not give the ratepayers of 
Bournemouth an opportunity of purchasing the works of the ——— on rea- 
sonable terms; that the commissioners be requested to submit the foregoing 
resolutions to the Right Hon. Lord Redesdale (Chairman of Committees of 
the House of Lords), Lord Malmesbury (oneof the largest landed proprietors 
of the borough), the members for South Hants, aud the representative of the 
borough of Christchurch, and that they be respectfully requested to take mea- 
sures to suspend the progress of the bill.” 


Giascow Corporation WaTER-Works.—The fifth annual reunion of the 
employés of the Glasgow Corporation Water-Works was held on Thursday 
evening, Feb. 20. Mr. James Brown, clerk to the commissioners, presided, 
supported by Messrs. Fulton, Merry, M‘Ara, Wallace, Hurll, and Paterson. 
After tea, the chairman delivered an interesting address, in which he stated 
that the revenue collected during the year amounted to £110,780, whilst the 
expenditure was £109,014—leaving a balance of £1765—and this notwith- 
standing the extra payments made in eonnexion with the Stewart Memorial 
Fountain and repairs on the Waulkmill Glen Reservoir, making the real balance 
about £6000. Nine years ago, when the domestic rate was ls. 4d. per £1— 
exactly double what it is now—the total revenue amounted to only £87,000. 
He further mentioned that, while in Glasgow the charge for water was at the 
rate of 8d. per pound, the rate in Perth was 1s. per pound on the rental; in 
Dundee, 1s. 3d.; in Manchester, 9d., with a public water-rate of 3d. per pound 
(in Glasgow it is only 1d.); Newcastle, 1s.; Dublin, 1s., with 3d. of a public 
water-rate; and in Belfast, 1s. 2d. per pound. The length of pipes laid in the 
streets and roads of the city and suburbs extended now about to 230 miles, 
while the supply of water sent into the city and suburbs last year averaged 
from the Loch Katrine works 28 million gallons per day, and from the Gorbals 
works nearly 4 million—making a total of about 32 million gallons per day, an 
increase of upwards of 3 million over that of the previous year. After alluding 
to the waste in Glasgow, the chairman concluded by appealing to his audience 
and the inhabitants generally to do all in their power to lessen the enormous 
consumption. The musical portion of the programme was well sustained by 
Miss Wilton, Messrs. Wallace, Wilson, and Connochie. Mr. F. M. Gray presided 
at the piano. 


Tue Rivers Pottution Commisston.—In the estimates for the year there 
appears a sum of £3000 for the Rivers Pollution Commission. On this an en- 
thusiastic sanitary reformer, like the Echo, makes the following remark :—“The 
item which’ appears to us the least excusable is the charge for the Rivers Pol- 
lution Commission, a salaried body which continues, ‘quite needlessly, adding 
Blue-Book to Blue-Book at the expense of the taxpayers.” We may add that 
the cost of said Blue-Books, some of them expensive, is not included in the 
above estimate. 

SHorEewAM Water Suppr.y.—On the 28th ult. an extraordinary meeting of 
the shareholders of the Shoreham Water-Works Company was held in the 
Brighton Town-Hall, “ to receive a report from the directors upon the financial 
position of the company, and to pass resolutions in reference thereto.’’ Mr. 
William Hall presided. A circular which had been issued to shareholders 
stated that, at the half-yearly meeting of the company held in March last, and 
again in September, it was explained to the shareholders that, to provide for 
the works of the company, an additional capital of £3750 was required, and 
resolutions were passed authorizing the issue of £2500 additional share capital 
and the borrowing of £1250, The directors now regretted to say that they 
had been unable to place more than 107 of the 250 new shares, and that unless 
the remaining 143 shares were taken up, and the directors enabled to borrow 
the £1250, they would not be able to carry on the business of the company. 
The water services continued to increase, and the rates were estimated to be 
producing £385 per year. Under these circumstances, the shareholders were 
requested to take up the remaining 143 shares, and enable the directors to dis- 
charge the debts of the company. After a long discussion, a resolution was 
unanimously passed to the effect that the remaining shares be allotted to the 
shareholders pro raté, and that they be informed by circular of the result of 

the procedings, 
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DonoasteR New Sewace Worxs.—These extensive works, which the Cor- 
poration of Doncaster have: been carrying out during the last two years, and 
which have involved an. dutlay of about £25,000, have just been completed, 
and the sewage of the town is now being pumped up in a farm at Landall, three 
miles off, and being utilized in the irrigation of the land. The farm consists of 
265 ares, and is the property of the corporation. It has been let to Mr. Richard 
Brundell, Burntrood Hall, for a term of 14 years, at £800 per annum. The whole 
of the works have been skilfully designed and carried out by Mr. B.S. Brundell, 
C.E., of Doncaster. 


LIGHTING AND EXTINGUISHING STREET AND OTHER LAMps.—Amongst the 
number of projects for lighting and extinguishing public lamps automatically, 
that Doone penented as the invention of Mr. Alexander F, Wilson, of Para, 
bids fair to be at least as successful as any that have preceded it. The object 
is effected by the use of the following apparatus :—On the top of the lamp- 
column the service-pipe terminates by being inserted into a small cast-iron ring- 
tank, furnished with two outiet-pipes, and made to contain mercury. In this 
tank rises and falls a gasholder, which is divided by partitions surrounding the 
—— the partition which encircles one of the outlet-pipes is, however, 
shorter than the other, and this outlet leads to the ordinary burner, while the 
other outlet is in communication with a jet burner placed a little below the 
light-yielding burner. The action of the apparatus is thus brought about: Gas 
is admitted to the interior through the inlet-pipe, and passes through a small 
orifice or ‘‘ permanent leak’’ in the — to the jet burner, where it is lighted 
and kept continuously burning. hen it is desired to light up the ordinary 
burners, extra pressure is put on at the gas-works, and the gasholder rises and 
unseals both partitions, allowing the gas to pass freely to both burners, and the 
consequence is the flame from the jet burner is increased, and readily sets light 
to the gas issuing from the ordinary burner. The pressure at the works is then 
reduced, whereon the gasholder descends and seals the partition covering the jet 
burner outlet, the gas escaping to it only through the permanent leak before re- 
ferred to, while a free gas way to the ordinary burner is maintained by reason of 
the partition covering its outlet being shorter than the other, When it becomes 
necessary to extinguish the lamps, the pressure at the works is still further 
reduced, whereby the gasholder descends and cuts off all communication between 





the gas and the ordinary burner, the result being that the flame is extinguished 
until the time arrives for its being relighted, when on asuitable increase of 

sure at the works the same operation is repeated. This invention is one that is 
perhaps hardly admissible in towns subject to fogs or other causes necessitating 
an increase of pressure during the day, but in places where no such conditions 
prevail and labour is dear, it may be adopted with advantage. 


DUKE OF HAMILTON'S 
LESMAHAGOW GAS COAL. 


LESSEES: 
LESMAHAGOW AND LONGLEE COAL COMPANY, 
Office—5, DIXON STREET, GLASGOW. 
Works—BLACKWOOD & SOUTHFIELD, LESMAHAGOW 




















English and Foreign Agents: 


JAMES MILLER, SON, & CO,, 


1, GREAT ST. HELEN’S, LONDON, E.C., 


AND 


75, UNION STREET, GLASGOW. 





BEALE’S IMPROVED PATENT GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


WITH 
GWYNNE & BEALE'S 
PATENT 
IMPROVEMENTS, 


Made under the personal super- 
intendence of 


Mr. BEALE, 

The oldest Maker, Inventor 
and Patentee of 
GAS-EXHAUSTING 
MACHINERY. 


W777 \t is NOT CORRECT to state that } 
Mr. BEALE has RETIRED. 
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Fig. 224 represents one of those erected at the Imperial Gas- Works, Bromley, capable of passing 210,000 cubic feet of gas per hour. These Patent Machines 
combine the highest ey of workmanship and materials, the largest bearings and wearing surfaces, with the most perfect system of action yet 


discovered. Fig. 2 


5 represents one of a series of four at the Nottingham Gas-Works, each passing 52,500 cubic feet per hour. GWYNNE AND Co. do not 


pretend to enter into a struggle with other makers in respect to cheapness. They have never sought to make price the chief consideration, but to 
produce Machinery of the very highest quality, and the most approved design and arrangement. Their prices have been estimated with a due regard to the 


excellence of the article produced, and when this is taken into consideration, they have no fear for the result. 
The orders executed this season for Exhausters and alterations to their patented system, amount to over 3,000,000 cubic feet of gas passed per hour, and to 


over 200 horse power for Engines to drive them. In every instance their work is giving the greatest satisfaction. 


REGULATORS, BYE-PASSES, STOP-VALVES, GAS-VALVES, & MACHINERY FOR GAS MANUFACTURE, OF ALL SIZES, 


CAN BE HAD ON APPLICATION TO 


GWYNNE & CO., HYDRAULIC & GAS ENGINEERS, ESSEX STREET WORKS, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


Prices and every information on application. 
Pi 





DUKE OF HAMILTON'S 


LESMAHAGOW GAS 


COAL. 


The superior quality of this well-known Cannel, as wrought by 


THE NITSHILL AND LESMAHACOW COAL COMPANY, 


Is now generally admitted by all Gas Engineers. 
PRICE AND ANALYSIS MAY BH HAD ON APPLICATION TO 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH. 





SIDNEY LEONI 


19, GREAT GEORGE STREET, 


& CO., 


WESTMINSTER, S.W:., 


ADAMAS WORKS, ST. PAUL STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, N,, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GAS AND HOT WATER 


APPARATUS, 


AND OF THE WELL-KNOWN 


PATENT ADAMAS GAS-BURNERS, 


A LARGE STOCK OF ALL KIND FOR FAMILY USE ALWAYS READY. 
They have fitted up Cooking Apparatus in large Establishments, where savings of £300 per annum have been effected. 
- See “‘ Report of the London Hospital,” Journat or Gas Licutine, Aug. 13, 1872, No. 517. 
ESTIMATES ON 


APPLICATION. 





| = 




















_ oe 11, 1873.) THE JOURMAL OF @AS ‘LIGTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 191 
BEALE’S IMPROVED PATENT CGAS-EXHA 


WITH 


i ENGINE COMBINED 





ON 


ONE base PLATE. |*|,, 


SOLE MAKERS, 


GEORGE WALLER & CO.,, 
Since Mr. BEALE’S retirement, the Oldest Makers. 








EXHAUSTERS with HORIZONTAL ENGINE combined. 
EXHAUSTERS with OUTSIDE BEARINGS. 
MAKERS of ENGINES, BOILERS, and GAS MACHINERY. 
TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS. GAS-VALVES, from 2 to 30 inches, 
SELF-ACTING BYE-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever. 


ROTARY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for 
SCRUBBERS. 


EXHAUSTERS from 3000 to 30,000 per hour in stock, 














PHENIX ENGINEERING WORKS, HOLLAND STREET, S.E., & at STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


VICKARYS AND ROBERTSON, 


Late JOHN VICKARY, 
ESTABLISHED 1840, 


CAS ENCINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, 
WEST OF ENGLAND ENGINEERING WORKS, EXETER. 


GASHOLDERS AND TANKS, 


Retorts, Retort-Fittings, Condensers, Scrubbers, Purifiers, Station-Meters, Governors, Rack and Screw 
Valves. Gas and Water Mains always in Stock. 


STEAM-ENGINES, EXHAUSTERS, SHAFTING AND GEARING, &c. 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including Chandeliers, Pendants, Hall Lamps, Brackets, Star and Sun Lights of all designs. 


WET & DRY GAS-METERS, 


Combining most recent improvements in principle and manufacture ; upwards of 200,000 already in work, giving highest satisfaction. 
(A guarantee of five years given with every Meter.) 


PLUMBERRS WORK, including Lift and Force Pumps; Cocks for Gas and Water and Steam; Brass Fittings. 
HYDRAULIC AND GENERAL ENGINEERING. 


LONDON OFFICE: 8, JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, W.C. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES & CO., 


HKNGINEEHRS, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
BRASS FOUNDERS, 


AND 


GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Patentees and Manufacturers of Wet and Dry Gas-Meters in Tin-Plate and Cast-Iron Cases, 
REGULATORS FOR STREET-LAMPS, etc. 


For Foreign Gas Companies, and al] places where experienced workmen are with difficulty obtained, the Patent Dry Meters, with 
tongue and groove-jointed valve-covers, are recommended, on account of the ease with which they can be cleaned 
and kept in repair by any ordinary workman. 


STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTING-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE-GAUGES, &e. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES & CO., 


ENGINEERS AND GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION: Pome y 
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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


Waren MSY OnNE mae riPren, Unter |o 


RAL FITTER. Under- 
stands the registering and repairing of meters. Good 
reference. 

Address J. P., 22, Argyle Road, Braicutow. 


ANTED. a Draughtsman. An 


eligible opportunity is open for a well-educated man. 





Address, stating age and full particulars, to H. M., care }. 


of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fizer Sraxert, E.C. 


ANTED, a competent Gas-Fitter, who 
can lacquer and bronze and use the lathe. Good 
character indispensable. 
Address by letter only to Paywgs anp Co., 84, Park 
Street, Southwark, Lonpon, 


Ww4s TED, fora small Gas-Workabroad, 
a steady and experienced GAS ENGINEER, to 
take ch and superintend the erection of plant for same. 
He must be thoroughly conversant with the manufacture 
and distribution of gas, main and service laying, and general 
gas-fitting, also working and setting clay retorts. First- 
class references required. 
Particulars as to past ex 
to A. B., care of Mr. J. W. 


BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS. 


was TED, by the Corporation (Gas and 

Water Department), a smart, active, competent 
person as CLERK and DRAUGHTSMAN. One who has 
a good knowledge of surveying, gas and water fittings, and 
general stores preferred. 

For particulars apply to Mr. J. Lewis, Manager, Gas and 
Water Works, Barrow-1n-F uRNEss. 

Mateh 8, 1873, 








rience, &c., to be addressed 
odd, 270, Furnam Roan, 8.W. 





‘AN TED, a small portable Gasholder 


and TANK complete, to hold about 5000 cubic feet 


Send price and particulars to Mr. Samuew Hunter, Gas 
Engineer, DALE. , 


Fo SALE—Two Lids for 8-ft. Purifiers, 
one Cockey’s 10-in. VALVE for four Purifiers, and 
three 10-in. VALVES. All in good condition. 

Apply to J. Hepworrs, Gas-Works, Cag.isiz. 








FO SALE, a Condensing Chest and 
HYDRAULIC MAIN, belonging to the Lanark Gas 
Consumers Company, Limited. 
Apply to Ropert Murs, Writer, Lanark, Secretary. 


OR SALE, a Station-Meter. in square 
case, by Parkinson and Co., to pass 20,000 cubic feet 
per hour. Also one to pass 14,000 cubic feet per hour, 
with square front. 
Apply to Mr. Caartss Hunt, Engineer, Birmingham 
Gaslight Company, Windsor Street, Biaminenam. 


OR SALE, the remaining lengths of 
F 5-inch MAIN, T and B, thoroughly cleaned, and 
nearly equal to new. A lowish price will be accepted to 
clear off the lot. 

Apply to T. H. Bovurrett, Manager, Gas - Works, 
SLEAFORD. 


Fo SALE, in good condition, a 
PURIFIER, 8 feet square and 4 feet deep. Also 
Two 12-inch Valves and 12-inch Connexions to Purifler, 
and a 10,900 feet per hour Exhauster (maker, Jones, of 
Birmingham). 

Apply to the Manager, Mr. J. M. Darwin, Gas-Works, 
Longton, StarroRDSHIRE. 














, BOOK-KEEPER. 9 
war TED immediately, by a provincial 
Gas Company, a. BOOK-KEEPER and CHIEF 
CLERK. A thorough knowledge of book-keeping by 
double entry, the preparation of accounts, and the business 
of a Gas Office, indispensable. Security will be required. 
Salary to commence with £80 per annum. 


OR SALE, in good condition, a Purifier, 
9 ft. by 4 ft. by 3 ft. 4in., having a division-plate in 
the middle, adapted for four sets of grids, with wrought- 
iron cover. 
HYDRAULIC VALVE, with 5-inch connexions, adapted 
for two purifiers, with screw hoist for lifting purifier lids. 
Apply to the Manacgr, Gas-Works, Prescot. 








Applications, stating age and previous pation, and 
enclosing copies only of testimonials, to be addressed fin 
the first instance to J. W. R., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt 
Court, Freer Street, E.C., not later than Tuesday, the 
16th of March inst. 


ASSISTANT ENGINEER. _ 
ANTED, in a large provincial Gas- 
Works, an active intelligent young MAN in the 
above capacity. Preference given to one with a knowledge 
of construction, and some experience in the management 





men. 

Applications "(which will be treated as confidential), 
stating age, qualifications, and salary expected, to be sent 
ia on or before March 22, addressed to A. K., care of Mr. 
J. W. Vickers, 2, Cowper’s Court, Cornhill, Lonpon. 





SUPERINTENDENT OR FOREMAN. 
ANTED, ina large Gas-Work abroad, 


under English management, an experienced and 
steady practical man to take charge of the Gas-Works as 
SUPERINTENDENT or FOREMAN. He must thoroughly 
understand the manufacture of gas on the most modern 
system, the working and setting of clay retorts, and be 
practically acquainted with the entire machinery of an ex- 
tensive Gas-Work. 

Applicants to state their age, whether married or single, 
and give full details and particulars as to present and past 
engagements. Testimonials need not at present be for- 
warded, 

Address, in first instance, to F. Lesttz, Esq., Moscow, 
Roussta. 








[HE Advertiser, at present holding the 
situation of Manager of a small Gas-Work in the 
provinces, having had nine years experience in designing, 
erecting, and managing Gas-Works, wishes to get the 
MANAGEMENT of a Work where the make is about 
50 million per annum, or ASSISTANT in a larger one, 
where there is a probability of promotion. Speaks Spanish. 

Address J. D. M., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
feet Street, E.C, 


46 px” ECONOMIC LUBRICATING 


OIL is about 40 per cent. cheaper than the kinds 
heretofore used by Gas Companies, many of whom have 
adopted it. The Alliance Gas Company say, ** Your ‘ Don’ 
Oil gives us every satisfaction.” Trial casks gent on appro- 
bation.—Duncan Brotners,2, Blomfield 8t., Lonpon, E.C. 








COST PRICE SHEETS. 


ANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBU- 
TION OF GAS. These sheets are the same as 
were laid before the Dublin Meeting of the British Associa- 
tion of Gas Managers; but in the REPRINT, NOTES 
have been added for the guidance of those using them. 
Copies of the two sheets may now be had, price 5s. 
“South Shields, January, 1873. W. J. Wanver. 


COOKING AND HEATING BY GAS, 
MAGNUS OHREN, A.1.C.E. 


NEW AND REVISED EDITION. 
Prepared for Gas Companies to circulate amongst their gas 
consumers. 
£1 per 100; £3 15s. per 500; or £6 per 1000. 

Address, Macnus OnrEN, Gas- Works, Lower Sydenham, 
London, 8.E. 





TAR AND LIQUOR. 


HE Directors of the Gas 
Company are prepared to receive TENDERS for the 
purchase of their TAR and AMMONIACAL LIQUOR for 
One, Two, or Three years from the Ist of July next. 
Specifications for the contracts can be seen at my office. 
Rail and water communication direct to the works. 
Tenders to be sent not later than Monday, the 7th of 
April next, to Rost. BRADLEY, Secretary. 
Office, 22, Market Place, Reading, March 8, 1873, ~ 





G45. MAKING Apparatus for Sale, 


cheap, suitable for coal or oil, and for private resi- 

dence or experimental purposes. Ten to 20 lights. Capa- 
city of holder, 120 feet. 

Apply by letter to G. E., 32, South Grove, Peckham, S.E. 


GFAS-WORKS ON SALE, comprising 

Ascension and Dip.Pipes. 

One Hydraulic Main, 7 ft. 5 in. by 14 in. 

One Condenser with 20 5-in. pipes. 

One Purifier, 6 ft. by 2} ft. by 2} ft. 

One Round Purifier, 6 ft. by 3 ft. 4in. 

One Gasholder, 40 ft. diameter by 124 ft. deep. 
With all the necessary connecting pipes and valves. The 
whole of this apparatus is in the best possible condition, 
and may be seen working at the mill of James Kershaw, 
Esq., Guide Bridge, near Manchester. 

For further required information apply to W. Loneworra, 
Gas Engineer, DuKINFIELD. 


TO MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS AND OTHERS. 


Carlisle Corporation Gas Committee 
are prepared to receive TENDERS for the surplus 
TAR to be produced at their works during a term of Three, 
Five, or Seven years, commencing July 1, 1873. 
The tar may be delivered into tanks on rails 
Any further information can be had from the undersigned, 
to whom sealed tenders, endorsed ** Tender for Tar,” are to 
be sent, on or before April 2, 1873. 
J. Hepwortn, Manager. 
Gas-Works, Carlisle, March 6, 1873. 


TO GAS CONSUMERS, ARCHITECTS, AND OTHERS, 

[HE Air Gaslight Company, Limited, are 

now prepared to take ORDERS to supply Machinery 

and Illuminating Material for Lighting Buildings of all sizes 

and every description; also to adapt the Company’s process 
to existing Coal Gas-Works. 

Apply tothe Secretary, 46, Finsbury Circus, Lonpon,E.C, 


TO IRONFOUNDERS AND OTHERS. 


THE Directors of the Birmingham Gas- 
light and Coke Company are prepared to receive 

TENDERS for the supply and erection complete of Two 

Cast-Iron PURIFIERS, 28 ft. square by,6 ft. deep. 

The drawings and specification may be seen, or copies 
had on payment of 10s. 6d., on application to me. 

Tenders to be sent to me on or before the 15th inst. The 
Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. Caas, Hunt, Engineer. 

Windsor Street, Birmingham, March 5, 1873. 


ROCHDALE CORPORATION. 


TO IRONFOUNDERS, BUILDERS, AND OTHERS, 


HE Gas Committee invite Tendersfrom 

parties willing to undertake the following WORK to 

be done according to Plans, Specifications, and Quantities, 

which may be seen on application to the Engineer, Mr. 
Samuel Hunter, Gas-Works, Rochdale. 

Contract No. 5. 
Hydraulic Main, Ascension Pipes, and Fittings for 168 
Retorts. 























Contract No. 6. 

Workshops, Store Rooms, Pump, Engine and Exhauster 
Houses. 

Conrract No. 7. 

Betorts and Foundations. 

Contract No. 8. 
Bricklayers work in building 16 through Arches for 
Retorts, Chimneys, &c. 
Contract No. 9. 
Exhausters, &c., for 120,000 feet of gas per hour. 
Contract No. 10. 

Tronwork, &c.,"for covering in Tar and Ammoniacal 
Liquor Tanks. 

Separate tenders, sealed and endorsed Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
and 10 respectively, giving a price for each Contract, must 
be sent to my Office on or before March 18, 1873. 

The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. By order, 

Zacu. Msctor, Town-Clerk. 

Baillie Street, Rochdale, March 6, 1873. 





Gotz METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT 
AND COKE COMPANY, 

NOTICE is oat, given that the ORDINARY MEET- 
ING of the PROPRIETORS of this Company will be held 
at the London Tavern, in the City of London, on TUES- 
DAY, the lst day of April next, at. Two o’clock in the 
afternoon precisely, to receive the Directors report and the 

ts of the Company for the half year ended December 
31 last, to declare a Dividend, and to elect a Director in 
ey of B. Drew, Esq., and an Auditor in place of Archi- 
ald F. Paull, Esq., who retire from office at this meeting, 
but, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. Any 
Proprietor holding Forty Shares, intending to become a 
candidate for either of these offices, must give notice in 
writing at the Office of the Company at least fourteen days 
previously to the day of election. 

The Transfer-Books of the Company will be closed from 

the 18th of March to the Ist of April inclusive. 
By order, 
Grorce Livesey, Secretary. 
589, Old Kent Road, March 7, 1873. 








MANUFACTURE AND SUPPLY OF GAS AT THE 
ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL AT NETLEY. 


NOoriceE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the 
Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive, on 
or before Tuesday, the 11th of March, TENDERS for the 
Manufacture of GAS at the existing Gas-Works at Netley, 
and the supply of Gas to the Royal Victoria Hospital at 
that place, commencing from the Ist of April, 1873. 
Tenders must be made upon the proper form, which 
may be had on application to the Control Officer at Netley, 
of whom also any further information may be obtained. 
Tuomas Howe t, Director of Contracts. 
War Office, 5, New Street, Spring Gardens, 8.W., 
Feb. 25, 1873. 


WE of England Fireclay, Bitumen, 
and CHYMICAL COMPANY, LIMITED. 
SECOND HALF-YEARLY DIVIDEND, at the rate of 

10 per cent. per annum.—NOTICE is hereby given that 

the above-mentioned Dividend will be payable at the Offices 

of Messrs. Emmens Brothers and Co., 8, Old Jewry, Lon- 
don, E.C., on and after MONDAY, the 24th day of 

February inst., between the hours of Twelve and Four 

(who are also authorized to receive applications for shares). 

By order of the Board, 
Grorce Emmens, Secretary. 


CORPORATION GAS-WORKS, DARLINGTON: 
STATION-METER FOR SALE. 
THE Gas Committee of the Darlington 


Corporation have for SALE-a STATION-METER, 
made to pass 12,000 cubic feet of gas per hour, hydraulic 
valves, bye-pass, pressure and water-line gauges, and tell- 
tale index complete. 

This meter has only been in use a few years. and is in 
good order, and is for sale in consequence of having been 
superseded by a larger one. The meter may be seen at the 
Darlington Gas-Works. 

Offers to be forwarded to the undersigned. 

By order, Wa. B. Emmerson, Engineer. 


IN LIQUIDATION. 


IMPORTANT TO MANUFACTURERS, IRONFOUN- 
DERS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 
LEASE OF A CONVENIENT AND SPACIOUS 
MANUFACTURING PREMISES, WITH CANAL 
FRONTAGE, 

WITH THE STOCK-IN-TRADE, WORKING 
PLANT, &c., &c. 

AND VALUABLE LAND NEAR THE 
MANUFACTORY. 


ESSRS. ASTON, SOLLOM, and BAR. 


NETT are instructed by the Liquidators in the 
matter of Symes’s Patent Economic Gas Company, Limited, 
to OFFER by AUCTION, at the SWAN HOTEL, WOL- 
VERHAMPTON, on MONDAY, March 24, 1873, at Six 
o’clock in the evening, subject to Conditions of Sale, 

Lor 1.—The beneficial interest of the said Company in 
the valuable Lease (with immediate possession and power of 
purchasing the Freehold) of that desirable and conve- 
niently situated business premices, known as the “ WEL- 

INGTON FOUNDRY,” situate in Horsley Fields, Wol- 
verhampton, having a oe of two boats length to an 
arm of the Birmingham Canal. The Foundry occupies an 
area of 607 square yards, nearly the whole of which is 
covered in, and the entire buildingis at the present time in 
most substantial repair. 

The — include clerks and private offices, etore 
rooms, large pattern or fitting-shop, lathe-shop, foundry, 
boiler-house, &c. 

Also will be offered with the Lease, the entire Working 
Plant used by the pe poo and including an 8-horse 
power steam-engine and boiler, cupola, a complete appa- 
ratus for making gas, fixed and in working order; and the 
whole of the finished and unfinished Stock-in-Trade, con- 
sisting of 80-light and other gas apparatus, gasholders and 
tanks, castings, sheet, bar, and rod iron, steel, valuable 
working tools, &c., all of which may be viewed upon appli- 
cation to the Auctioneers, who will produce a schedule ot 
the entire lot. 

N.B.—The lease of the Plant, and the Stock-in-Trade, 
will first be offered in one lot, and if not then sold, the Lease 
and possession of the Foundry will be offered singly, power 
being given to the purchaser to take to such part of the 
Plant and Stock-in-Trade as they may choose. J 

Lor 2.—A valuable piece of Freehold Land, having 4 
frontage to Shakespeare Street, Horsley Fields, ,Wolver- 
hampton, and to the cart.road at the back of the same, to- 
gether with the substantially and newly built boundary 
wall, and two pairs of ent tes erected th n, the 
whole containing 960 square yards of land, or thereabouts. 

The onions this lot to the Wellington Foundry 
renders it specially valuable to that property in case greater 
space is required. 3 

The Liquidators reserve to themselves power to submit 
the above land for competition in one or two lots, as will 
be shown on plans. 

Further particulars may be obtained, and plans inspected, 
upon application to Mr. Prtor, Solicitor; to Messrs. AsTox, 
SoLLOM, AND Barnett, Valuers and Auctioneers, all of 
Darlington Street, WoLvermampPron; or jto Messrs. G. 
Wuirrin ann Co., Accountants, of No. 8, Old Jewry, 
Lonpon, E.C, 
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THE 


FOREIGN & COLONIAL GAS COW 


(Incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 and 1867.) 


Established in JUNE, 1872. 


MI 
9 UPR ic | 


ORDINARY SHARE CAPITAL £100,000, IN 10,000 SHARES OF £10 EACH. 


FIRST ISSUE OF 


7500 PREFERENCE 


SHARES OF £10 EACH, 


Bearing 10 per cent, Interest, and entitled to participate with the Ordinary Share Capital when Dividends exceed 10 per cent. 


THE DIRECTORS WILL BE QUITE PREPARED TO ADOPT ANY OF THE NEW PROCESSES FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF GAS, 
IF, UPON DUE EXAMINATION, THEY ARE FOUND TO BE COMMERCIALLY SUCCESSFUL. 


£1 payable on Application, £1 on Allotment, and £1 Month after Allotment ; future calls at intervals of not less than Three Months. 





DrREcTORS. 
HENRY MARSHALL, Esq., Chairman, 
WM. HENRY LE FEUVRE, F.RB.G.S., Deputy-Chairman of the Singapore 


Gas ay 
JAMES GLAISHER, F.R.S., Chairman of the Harrow Gas Company, and 
Auditor of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company. 
T. FOSTER, late Secretary to Board of Trade Gas Referees. 
WILLIAM COLLEY, late of the Firm of Allen Colley and Edwards. 
R. H. — Esq., F.S.S., late Board of Trade and Metropolitan Gas 
eree. 
Banxers—The NATIONAL BANK and its BRANCHES. 


SecreTany—T. COLE. 
OFFICES—26, BUDGE ROW, CANNON STREET, E.C. 


The Directors of the Foreign and Colonial Gas Company, Limited, are pre- 
pared to receive applications for £75,000 Ten per Cent. First Preference Shares, 

This Company was successfully established in June, 1872, ifor the purpose of 
carrying out in Foreign and Colonial States judiciously selected concessions 
which, - reason of public guarantees or other securities, should offer a safe, 
and, at the same time, profitable investment for capital. 

The returns derived from undertakings of this nature are well known, and no 
revenue is more certain or better secured, Continental Gas Companies having 
the further advantage of a much higher price for their coke on account of the 
extensive use abroad of that fuel for domestic purposes. 


CITY OF TUNIS—Population, 200,000. 

Having been fortunate enough to secure a concession for lighting the large 
and prosperous City of Tunis, the population of which is over 200,000 inhabit- 
ants, the company proceeded forthwith to construct the necessary works. These 
works have now been brought near to completion, and are of a most substantial 
and satisfactory character. The Directors anticipate that the city will be lighted 
in the month of May next, when the Company will begin to reap the profits of 
this undertaking, These, as will be seen from the report, made by one of the 
Directors at the request of the Board, promise to exceed £12,000 per annum 
from this source alone. 

By the terms of the concession this Company secures the exclusive privilege 
of mage eg City of Tunis for 50 years, and will retain the works at the expi- 
ration of that period. 


CITY OF CASERTA ESTABLISHED GAS-WORKS. 

The Company has also now secured the concessions for lighting the City of 
Caserta, which is, after Naples, the most important city in Southern Italy. 
Here the gas-works were opened for lighting on Nov. 10 last, and already the 
public lamps amount to 50 per cent. more than the number specified in the con- 
tract. The lighting from these works will be extended to other three towns in 
the immediate neighbourhood, with a population of over 80,000. 

At Caserta an important auxiliary in the manufacture of gas is available in 
the shape of the refuse of olives from oil making, which can be obtained at a 
much lower price than coal. The adoption of this auxiliary has been attended 
with the same success as in Provence, where it has long been in use. This refuse 
can also be had in great abundance at Tunis at cheap rates. 


SUBURBS OF NAPLES—Population 200,000. 

In addition to the important works at Tunis and Caserta, which secure an im- 
mediate revenue, the 7 has also succeeded in obtaining, on the very 
advantageous terms set forth in the appended statement, concessions for light- 
ing the suburbs of Naples, comprising a population of over 175,000. The recent 
establishment of railway communication throughout the district affords full 
facilities for the transit of coal, the absence of which has hitherto prevented the 
introduction of age 

All the land for the works has already been selected, and granted free of cost 
to the Company. 

The revenue from the towns included in the Italian concessions results, of 
course, as far as regards the public lamps, directly from the contracts with the 
Municipalities. The revenue from the supplies of gas to the palaces, public 
offices and buildings, colleges, schools, theatres, manufactories, hotels, cafés, 
shops, private houses, and so on, has been ascertained by a well-known and ex- 
pocvared gas engineer, possessing a lengthened and thorough acquaintance with 

taly, Mr. S. Simmelkjoer, who minutely examined each of the towns on the 
spot, and with the assistance of the official returns obtained from the authorities, 
made out a list on the subject of all those establishments, trades, shops, and which 
in Italy are found always to take gas, and whose very complete and detailed 
Teport is to be seen at the Company’s Office. 

The total revenue from the two groups amounts to £50,895 a year; and with 

respect to this the engineer says in his report : 
. In order not to hold out hopes which might not be realized for many years, 
in all foregoing estimates I have put down as probable private consumption, 
that which I believe will be obtained in a few years, in most cases certainly a 
Very low figure, so low that the concessionaire and his friends will most likely 
consider my views too deprecatory. My answer will be that it is always well to 
be on the safe side,” 

The above-stated revenue may therefore be safely assured as the minimum 

iat will be arrived at in a few years. And as, in the particular circumstances, 
60 per cent. of the gross revenue would amply provide for the expenditure, add- 
ing, however, 2} per cent. for English charges, or 62} altogether, there would 
be left for profit £19,086 from the Italian concessions alone. 

In the works constructed at Caserta, which have been inspected and approved 
a the authorities, thorough efficiency and durability have been insured. 

e cost of the other works about to be constructed in a similar manner will, 
together with the amount expended on the Caserta works, not reach the sum of 
£100,000. On this point it is satisfactory to be able to state that, while the 

mpany is entirely free from any engagements, direct or indirect, with con- 
tractors, responsible parties have offered to construct the new works at sums that 
— bring the total expenditure considerably within that amount of £100,000. 
i e profit therefore of £19,086 above shown would amount to a dividend of 

iene per annum, which is really but an ordinary dividend for Continental 
anies, 





Extract from the Report of Mr. Colley to his co- Directors, Jan, 15, 1873: 

The site of the works is well chosen, being midway between the railway and 
the Custom-house pier. A siding will be made to the railway, and the Govern- 
ment has granted to the Company a ate road between the works and the 
Custom-house; on this a tramway will be placed. 

Inconjunction with Mr. Le Cornu, the ae Resident Engineer, I decided 
to extend the gas supply to the City of The Bardo, where the Bey resides and 
holds his Court during eight months of the year, and where all the official busi- 
ness of the any is transacted. A large number of lights will be required in 
the various palaces there. 

The completion of the Gas- Works is anxiously awaited both by Europeans 
and natives. The present lighting of the private houses is by means of lamps, 
which, as the houses are large and lofty, is both expensive and troublesome, 

In conclusion, I may say that I should advise the Someone to extend their 
operations to, the port of Goletta, a town of about 4000 inhabitants, but which 
is rapidly increasing in importance, as being the terminus of the railway 
and the principal watering-place of the Regency. As many as 10,000 visitors 

© there during the summer months to stay, and a Casino and Etablissement des 
Bains are being erected on a most magnificent scale. 
We may congratulate ourselves upon having a most valuable property, and 
one that cannot fail to increase yearly in value. 
ESTIMATED REVENUE FROM TUNIS. 
Mr. Colley estimates the result of the Company’s working as follows ¢ 
Publiclamps. . . . « «© « + £16,000 
Private consumers , . . - - 12,600 


£28,500 
Deduct working expenses (60 percent.) 17,100 


£11,400 
1,000 


£12,400 Net Revenue. 
Or over 15 per cent. on the cost of the works. 
GROSS REVENUE, ITALIAN CONCESSIONS. 
The following estimate of the gross revenue of the Italian Concessions is 
extracted from Mr. Simmelkjoer’s report :— 
Suburbs of Naples. os so = 0 « ohne 
a ee ee ee ee ee ee - 16,061 


Profit on fittings, sale of coke, tar, &c. 


Sea ll 
GENERAL ESTIMATE OF PROFITS FROM THE ABOVE REVENUES, 
Tunis—Revenue . .. .. . . « £28,500 
Lees GO per cent. .. . © © © © « « 17,100 


Profit on selling coke. . 


Caserta—Revenue, . . 
Suburbs of Naples. 


Less 62} per cent. . 


£31,486 
Or equal to about 18 per cent. on the total amount of the ordinary and prefer- 
ence share capital. 

In order to complete the various works of the Company, it is proposed to raise 
£75,000 by a first issue of 7500 preference shares of £10 each, bearing interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, which shares shall be entitled to partici- 
pate with the ordinary shares in balance of dividends e: ing that t 

It will be seen that the present issue is not only well secured by worke 
already completed and in operation, but that it will participate to the full 
extent in other profitable works which the Company has it now in its option to 
undertake. 

The Directors anticipate that with judicious and economical management 
not only will large dividends of 15 or 20 per cent. be realized, but that the whole 
of the original capital will be reimbursed to the shareholders within the various 
periods of the concessions. 

The contracts entered into and adopted by the Company are an agreement 
for sale of the concession for Tunis and works partly executed, dated J aly 17, 
1872, between William Henry Le Feuvre of the one part, and Louis Melville 
Gauntlett, of the other part; and a contract for a further portion of the works 
between George Bower and the Company, dated July 3, 1872. Copies of these 
contracts and of the concession, and a copy of the Memorandum and Articles 
Association of the Company, may be inspected at the Offices of the Company. 

Applications for shares may be made on the annexed form, which can 
obtained at the Offices of the Company, or their Bankers. 


THE FOREIGN AND COLONIAL GAS COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Form OF APPLICATION FoR 10 PER CENT. PREFERENCE SHARES. 
To the Directors of ‘* The Foreign and Colonial Gas Company, Limited.” 
Gentlemen,—Having paid to er Bankers a deposit of £ , L request 
that you will allot me reference Shares of £10 each of *‘ The Foreign 
and Colonial Gas Company, Limited,’ and I engage to accept them or any 
smaller number which may be allotted to me, and to make the remaining pay- 
ments thereon in accordance with that prospectus. 
Name at full length ..........00+ cveces 
Address 
Occupation ....sccccccesccccsscccececs 
DR isbkesicdedebseceeesesonseunese 
Signature .cccccccccsccccscccsccee 
(Addition to be signed if the applicant wishes to pay up the whole of the 
instalments in one payment.) 
I desire to pay up the above shares in full in one payment. 
Signature Peer erereeneoeeeseeeesee 
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Demy 16mo., Sixty-four p 


es, os 
DY. AGES of GAS. ‘By 3.0. #. 
RUTTER, A new edition—20ist Thousand. 
ton: Published by the Anthor. 
his little book is intended for distribution by Gas Com- 

panies and the manufacturers of gas apparatus, It has done 
good in making known the benefits and promoting the sale 
of gas; andit is hoped that its usefulness might be con- 
tinued and greatly extended, — 

Prices;—1000 copies, £8; 500 copies, £4 5s.; 250 copies, 
£2 5s. Any smaller number at 20s. per 100 copies, 

A specim:n copy free per post for three penny stamps. 
Covers pontid sheciely, ; 

Apply to J. O. N. Rurrszr, Black Rock, Bricuron. 

Nov, 13, 1871. 


Now ready, price 25s., bound in cloth, lettered, 
THE TWENTY-FIRST VOLUME 


OF THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT. 


Also cloth cases, gilt lettered, for binding Vol. XXI., 
price 2s, 6d. 








Lonpon : 
WILLIAM B, KING, 11, Bott Court, Frizer Street, E.C. 


EDGE’S PATENT 


YOR REMOVING THE 


GARBOWACEOUS INCRUSTATION FROM GAS-RETORTS, 
: 6 Gas- Works, Stafford, Oct. 24, 1870. 
“* My dear Sir,—In reply to your favour just to hand,I| = Wy: ir ‘ 
have much Fags in bearing my testimony to the | OAL at 95s. per Ton. _ The Directors 
efficiency of Edge’s process for removing the carbon from | of the West of England Fireclay, Bitumen, and 
Clay Retorts, It has been in use at these works during | Chymical Company, Limited, are prepared to consider 
the last two tf sgh and so satisfactorily has it done its work | AppLICATIONS for KIMMERIDGE COAL at the above 
that I should be very sorry to be without it.—I remain, my | rate, delivered in London; or at 15s, f.0.b. at the Mines on 
ay gee Ty rove, the coast of Dorsetshire. 
ied: ae gee Full particulars may be obtained at the Offices of the 
For particulars and terms, apply to E. Gopparp, Sole | Company, 8, Old Jewry, London, E.C. 
Agent, Gas-Worke, Ipswicn. Grorcr Emmens, Secretary, 


‘Fs, SALE—A set of four second. d 
» PURIFIERS, 5 ft. square by 2 ft. 6 in, déép, with 
| 6-in. connexiong. : P ; 

Apply to Mr. Bovtrox, Secretary, Horncastle Gas Com. 
| pany, HoRNCASTLE. 
| 








—__.. 


* Jonn STORER, 








THE BIRMINGHAM AND STAFFORDSHIRE Gas. 
LIGHT COMPANY. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 


WILLIAM FRASER, | j i 
INVEREEITHING, THE Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas- 
; iree light Company invite TENDERS, for a term of years, 
uct iaaiheens bata oe —— a Retorts were first for their make of TAR, from the Ist day of January, 1874, 
4 PP for the whole make, or separately for the respective works 


RETORTS, FIRE-BRICKS, &c., | at West Bromwich, Adderley Street, and Saltley. 
to any extent, Tenders to be sent in on or before the lst day of April 


References b | next, 
Gas-Worke Erwty hy pte ag apagee et chores Sentind) The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the highest 
He ships at Charlestown his or any tender.—By order of the Board, 
CELEBRATED HALBEATH STEAM COALS, SamuzL Wats, Secretary. 
on Navy List. Old Square, Birmingham, Jan 14, 1873. 








y ° 
AILEY’S Patented Inventions are 
now in extensive use wherever steam is known. 
Bailey’s Patent Steam Gauges, Pyrometers, Water Gauge 
Cocks, Test Pumps, Fusible Plugs, Steam and Water Valves, 
Safety Valves, Junction Valves, Pumps, Tell-Tales, Re- 
corders, Lightning Conductors, Electric Telegraphs, Turret 
Clocks, Steam Joint Cement, Lifting Jacks, Boiler Feeders, 
Lime Catcher and Separator, Injectors and Ejectors, and 
every description of first-class Brass Work for Engines 
and Boilers, Gas-Works Managers who have not our large 
book should send for it. 





16th edition, 1000 engravings, 4to., post free 2s. in stamps, 
weight 10 oz., cost of production £1000, 


AILEY’S Illustrated Inventions, con- 
taining details and prices of goods in our five several 
departments :—(1) Brass hynny Steam Gauges, Indica- 
tors, Feeders, and Fittings; (2) Engineers Sundries, Smail 
Tools, and Stores; (3) Machine Pump and Fire Engine; 
4) Turret Clock, &c.; (5) Electric Telegraph, A B C 
nstruments, Bells, and Apparatus, 
J. Bartry and Co., Albion Works, Salford, LANcAsHIRE. 





SIDMOUTH GAS-WORKS, DEVONSHIRE. 
T 0 BE SOLD, by Auction, without 


reserve, at the Half Moon Hotel, Exeter, on FRIDAY, 
the 4th day of April next, at Two for Three o’clock precisely, 
subject to such conditions as will be then produced (unless 
previously disposed of by private contract) the SIDMOUTH 
GAS-WORKS, now in the occupation of Mr. Henry Elis, 
a ne the Land, Gas-house, Cottage, Buildings, and 
Premises, in or upon which the same are carried on together 
with Bed constructed for 12 Retorts, Gasholders, Tanks, 
and Purifiers, &c., belonging thereto. 

There are two Gasholders, one recently built with iron 
tank, capable of holding 9000 cubic feet of gas, and the 
other capable of holding nearly the same quantity. There 
are also several miles of Mains of different sizes, which, 
with about 80 Public Lamps belonging to the Vendors, will 
be included ia the purchase. 

The Purchaser will be required to take off at a valuation 
all the stock of coals, coke, &e., on the premises, and also 
all meters, tools, implements, and tenant’s fixtures. 

A railway from the Ottery Road Station, of the London 
and South-Western Railway to Sidmouth isin course of 
construction, and there can be no doubt that on its comple- 
tion the present consumption of gas will be Sreatly increased. 

Possession will be given on completion of the purchase. 
The land on which the above works and buildings are 
erected is held for the residue term of 2000 years, 
., Further particulars may be obtained of Mr. Henry Exuis, 
at the works; Mr. Epwarp MILuinaron, Land Agent and 
Surveyor, Holbeach; or Messrs, RADFORD AND WILLIAMs, 
Bolicitors, Sidmouth’ 

Sidmouth, Jan. 25, 1873. ; 


TORBANEHILL MINERAL. 


For Sale, by Tender, 


FOR WHOLE OR PART, 
SEVERAL THOUSAND TONS OF THE 


Celebrated Torbanehill Mineral, 


Saved from the fire at Torbanehill in June last. 

The mineral as it at present lies has been examined and 

Dr. Wiut1AM Wattacr, Analytical Chemist, 
lasgow, who says: 

“Very great care was employed to obtain reliable 
average samples, and the results show that the mineral 
is not appreciably damaged.” 

The results of two testings of fair samples of the Coal 
give 14,680 cubic feet of 43°7 candle gas, 

APPLY TO 


MR. DAVID STEWART, 
128, INGRAM STREET, GLASGOW. 


THE PATENT 


CATOPTRIC LAMP, 


for Streets and all Situations 
where the Light ascending above 
the level of the Lamp is wasted, 
Is now in use in Moor- 
gate Street, London, 
and has been in success- 
. ful operation upon 
Waterloo Bridge, since 
Oct. 7, 1871. 
T. A. SKELTON, 37, Essex S&t., 
Strand, Lonpon, 
.INVENTOR AND PATENTEE. 




















THE THAMES BANK IRON COMPANY, 


(Successors to LYNCH WHITE,) 
SUPPLY FROM STOCK 
CAST-IRON RETORTS, SOCKET-PIPES for GAS or WATER PURPOSES, FLANGE- 
PIPES for STEAM, RAIN-WATER PIPES and GUTTERS, HOT-WATER PIPES 
and BOILERS, and all requisite Connexions for same; also LAMP-COLUMNS, LAMPS, 
WROUGHT FRAMES, WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, &c., &e. 
All kinds of Gas- Works Apparatus and General Castings made to Pattern or Drawing. 


ADDRESS— 


OLD BARGE WHARF, UPPER GROUND STREET, LONDON, §.E. 





gl 
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SOMERVILLE’S 


PATENT JOINTS FOR GAS & WATER PIPES 


Require no “ yarning,’’ no ‘setting up,’”’ nor increased excavation for joint-holes, while less 
lead and less labour suffice for the making of joints, which have been proved to withstand 96 lbs. 
on the square inch, have stood the test of more than two years practical use, and must, from the 
principle of their construction, remain sound, 

For Licences to Manufacture, apply to 


Mr. W. H. BENNETT; 
42, PARLIAMENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W. 





STOCKTON 
ON 


TEES. 


HOPE 
IRON 
WORKS, 








ASHMORE & WHILE, 
GAS ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


Including Improved 
Retort-Lids, Boilers, Cast and Wrought Iron 
Tanks, Iron Roofing, Bridges, Girders, 
And GENERAL IRONWORK. 





N.B.—Estimates for all Gas Plant and Remodelling supplied on application. 
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JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gas-Fittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, anxp 
2 KING EDWARD STREET; 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 





STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, CONSUMERS METERS, GAS LUSTRES, 
CHANDELIERS, BRACKETS, &c., 


And every description of Gas-Fittings and Gas Apparatus, 


SCHOLL’S wil 
PATENT PLATINUM WS 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby:— = 


“ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Extract from Dr. Frankland’s Course of Lectures at the Royal School of Mines, February, 1868, 
“Scholl’s Platinum Perfecter is one of the most important inventions of modern times in connexion with the 
burning of coal gas.” : 
Price 1s. each for Fishtail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers, 
JOHN SCHOLL, Manufactory: 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET; 
Retail Depot: 198a, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, w. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. : 
®,* Further testimonials from Drs, Frankland and Crooks, chaning the great practical value of this invention; 
will be shortly published, 2 









ere: 








GAS COAL MERCHANTS, 


107, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER. 





ALL CLASSES OF 


ENGLISH, SCOTCH, & WELSH CANNEL COALS. 


SAM. CUTLER & SONS, 


CONTRACTING CAS ENCINEERS, 
GASHOLDER & GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MAKERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BOILERS, IRON ROOFING, IRON BRIDGES, 


AND GENERAL IRONWORK. 








S. C. anp Sons undertake Contracts of any magnitude 
for the Erection of new and Remodelling of 
existin age, Ween OF Gasholders, Cast and 
Wrought Iron Ta . Iron Roofs, and every 
description of Apparatus for the Manutacture and 
Distribution of Gas. 

Special attention is invited to their * Improved 
Condenser,” which is very effective, and much ap- 
proved ; also to their patterus of Annular and other 
Condensers, Scrubbers, and Purifiers, of all 
sizes, which they arrange either with Centre or Ordi- 
nary Slide Valves. 


WORKS FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
VILLAGES, MANSIONS, FACTORIES, &c. 








S. C. anp Sons undertake the Supply and Laying of Mains for Gas and Water, and 
supply all Castings, Connexions, and Fittings for Retort-House, Works generally, and for Streets, They 
also supply Valves of all descriptions, Iron and Clay Retorts, Hotpressed Retort-Lids, Steel Charging- 
c ps of improved make, for which they have special machinery, ey Coke and Coal Barrows, 
Lanne and Screws, Bolts and Nuts, Furnace and Stoking Tools, Iron and Wood Purifier-Sieves, 

ad, Yarn, Borings, &c., including every requisite whatsoever for a Gas-Work, a well-assorted stock 
being kept of those goods most in request. 


SOLE MAKERS OF BRETT'S PATENT COKE BARROW. 
Experienced Retort Setters sent to any part of the Kingdom, 


Address: PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON. 





B, CARPENTER’S 
IMPROVED WOOD SIEVES 


GAS PURIFIERS & SCRUBBERS. 
WORKS: 
22, HERMES STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N,. 








The above Sieves are used by all the Gas Companies 
in London and a great many in the country. Their 
utility, durability, and cheapness combined, render them 
superior to all others. — 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested their 
qualities forwarded on application. . 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates given 
if required. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1862. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 


“ HONOURABLE MENTION ™® ior 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, | 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & 80NS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 


. MANUFACTURERS OP 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
All sizes up to 4ft. diameter; 


RAILWAY CHAIRS AND SLEEPERS, 
and general Castings. Also 


GREGORY'S & COCKBURN-MUIR'S 
PERMANENT WAY. 
London Office: 63, OLD BROAD STREET. E.C, 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 
1, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, Vicrorta Street, 8.W,. 


RONNER’S PATENT GAS-BURNEES 


give 99 per cent. of light, as compared with 27 per 

cent. given by ordinary burners, with — consumption of 
gas.— Vide ** Gas Referees Report,” published June, 1869, 
Henry GREENE AnD Son, Sole Consignees of Brinner’s 
Patent Improvements in Gas hting, 16 and 17, King 
William Street, E.C., and 138, gent Street, Lonpon. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO. late ALBERT 
@ KELLER, Guent.—The removal of the 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Gia Be 
into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, to draw the at- 
tention of the Gas Companies of Lo: and other . 
to the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by them. They can be made of any size, in one 
jiece, and of any form, The price will be in proportion 
fo the weight, and very moderate in comparison to their 
value, 
Communications addressed to J. 8uaa & OCo., GHENT, 
will receive immediate attention. 


ATHELS & TERRACE’S Patent Four- 
WAY DISC GAS-VALVE is the simplest and best 
Valve for Purifiers, and as a By-pass for other apparatus 
in Gas-Works. It is always gas-tight, and has no springs, 
ground faces, or other delicate parts. By its use the flow 
of the gas cannot be accidentally stops ,and it never sticks. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Gust anp Curios, Foundry and Brass Works, Rorurn- 
HAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent District Dry Gas- 

GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting contri- 

bay Ss Regulating the Pressures in the higher levels of 
a district. 























For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp Curimes, RorHERHAM,. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, &e. 
WOOD SIEVES.—WOOD SIEVES. 


Estimates given and Contracts taken by the Manufacturer 
GEORGE MACKANESS, 


36, EDWARD STREET, HAMPSTEAD ROAD, 
LONDON, N.W. 

These Sieves are made with parallel or bevel bar, and 
guaranteed to be well seasoned yellow deal, and not 
common spruce so generally used. 

N.B.—Specimens sent free on application. 


OAKES & CO, 


ALFRETON IRON-WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20 & 22, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, N., 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the ° 

that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS in 
neral use in Gas and Water Works, including Iron 
torts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, and 

8yphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, &c., &e. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-Iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 

Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immediate 

attention, CHABLES Honsusy, Avent. 
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., & W. WALKERS’ PATENT a VALVES. 


















i MAIN IN teT| 
, i Yi 
i.e ge” 

Plan of the Body, showing the Valve 
lying in it, with three of the facings, 
which were formerly exposed to 
settlements of dirt, carbon, naph- 
thaline, &c., but which are now 
always covered by the surfaced bar- 
facings of the Valve. (See below.) 





Elevation of the Centre-Valve 
for four Purifiers. The safety 
cover is shown broken, to 
enable the Valve itself, which 
is inside, to be seen, 





Plan of the Valve, or upper portion, showing the surfaced bar-facings referred to above. 


These PATENT CENTRE-VALVES are the most perfect and certain means for working Purifiers. The Valve itself is 
protected from all injury inside the safety cover. The working of the Valve is so easy, and so governed by the stop-catch move- 
ment, that the Purifiers can be instantaneously changed in the dark as well as in daylight. They are scraped perfectly true, 
metal to metal, the facings heretofore exposed are always covered, and there is nothing more reliable, certain, and durable in a 
gas-works. By their use the floor of the Purifying-house is clear and level; the Valve and all connexions being beneath the floor, 
out of the way of working. A very considerable improvement and saving is effected in the cost of the connecting-pipes. 


FOUR-WAY CENTRE-VALVES FORMING INLET, OUTLET, AND BYE-PASS, 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
DOUBLE-FACED CAS-VALVES. 


These solidly constructed double-faced Gas-Valves are superseding the old 
system of the light, single-faced disc, which is too uncertain and unreliable in 
large bores. 











They are guaranteed absolutely gas-tight. They are very massive and rigid, 
and by improved modes of manufacture they are produced at very little excess 
in cost over the old light, weak system, which is liable to spring and bend, and 
become leaky. 
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The Valve is a rigid wedge of solid cast iron, having two perfectly scraped 
surfaced facings fitting between the two on the body, which are also surfaced. 


A spring in two short halves, and, therefore, not liable to break, is used only 
for scraping the front facing clean. 


The front facing is vertical ; the back facing forms the wedge. 
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At a slight additional expense both flanges are faced to bolt to main-pipes. 4 


GASHOLDERS, TELESCOPE & SINGLE-LIFT, of LARGEST DIMENSIONS. 


PURIFIERS, SCRUBBERS, CONDENSERS of most Improved Description. 
WoOooOD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS, 


Which have now been in use for more than ten years, and their advantages and durability fully established. They are made entirely 
by steam machinery i in very large quantities at the most moderate cost. 





MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, | SHROPSHIRE; 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON. 
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J. * J. BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the best snatostel and ae yy carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of 
Gas Act and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


PATENT FIXED WATER-LINE GAS-METERS, 


Which are uniform with the ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS- METERS, 
IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION-METERS, 
WITH PLANED JOINTS. 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &c. 
Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. 


Ail Sizes of CONSUMERS METERS, STATION-METERS, and GOVERNORS generally in Stock. 
' Orders almost invariably despatched on the day of receipt. 
TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


ALEXANDER F. PAINTER, 


CONTRACTING ENGINEER FOR GAS AND WATER WORKS, 
GREAT BERKHAMPSTEAD, HERTS. 


Foreign Orders carefully executed. Provincial Gas-Works 
designed and erected. Extensions of Works carried out with 
despatch. Mains supplied and promptly laid. Public and Pri- 
vate Buildings fitted up. Gasholders, Purifier Covers, and all 
Sheet Ironwork. Wrought Ironwork to drawing. 

SPECIFICATIONS, ESTIMATES, AND TENDERS GIVEN. 
GAS-WORKS LEASED. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, AND OTHERS. 


GEORGE NEWTON, 
UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 
BRASS FOUNDER AND FINISHER, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET AND DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES, 
GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST & PRESSURE REGISTERS, 


GAS STATION -METERS, 
With all the joints planed. 
TERMS, &., ON APPLICATION. 














Mr. ALFRED LASS, 
60, CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C., 


Is prepared to open the Books, and, if necessary, keep 
— nts of = — Stee Companies. - 
‘oexamine the s and Accounts, and prepare Balan 
ay for = sretariee ts of Sieten, = vl 

‘o assist Secretaries in preparin Balance-Sh a0- 
cording to the “‘ Gas- Works Cneess ‘het, 1871 ;” Serato 
consulted with respect to Accounts generally. 


GAMUEL PONTIFEX, Consulting Gas 
Engineer, having retired from the Great Central Gas 
Company, is now preparedto furnish PLANS and SPECI Fl- 
CATIONS, as well as ADVISE Provincial Gas Companies 
as to the erection of new, or alteration and enlargement of 
existing works. 
Offices: 22, Colemari Street, Lonpown, E.C. 


J.': z B. PORTER & A. SILVERTHORNE, 


%, Lonpox, 8.W., 
ATR latencene 
Corporations and Companies advised on all matters 
counceted with Gas and Water Works. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main-Pi 
oe Weeeck Patent, General Ironfounders, Gas Gas Rogingere 
t-Iron Tube Makers. 

















LAYTON’S PATENT SIX-WAY 
VALVE only requires one valve to work two pufifiers; 
saves more than three-fourths of the connexion-pipes; 
requires neither tees, elbows, nor bends; no racks or 
springs to get out of order. 
For particulars, apply to Crarrox, Som, & Co., Gas 
Engineers, Hunslet, Leeps. 


G. MACKANESS, 
GAS ENGINEER AND MANUFACTURER OF 
SULPHATE OF AMMONIA, 


36, Edward St., Hampstead Road, London, N.W., 
Respectfully invites the attention of Gas Companies to the 
great importance of their Distilling their Ammoniacal 
Liquor. It need hardly be said ‘the price of Sulphate of 
Ammonia is such as must be a good source of revenue. 

The Advertiser will undertake to put up the necessary 
Apparatus upon the best principles, and guarantee to leave 
them in gi working order. 

N.B.—All comenentoations will have prompt attention, 








BOX’S PATENT a G. 





This fastening for retort-lids is proved by experience to 
be the most simple, effective, and durable of any that have 
ever been used. 

The amount of luting is reduccd more than one-half, 

The lid is rapidly secured and gas saved. 

For yee, references, and particulars, apply to THE 
SOLE MAKERS, G, WALLER AND Co., HotLanp StRxst, 
Lonpon, 8.E., and at Stroup, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


CLOTH GAS-BAGS FOR MAINS, 


As supplied to the 
in rial,Chartered, 

other London 
ond Provincial Gas 
Companies. Bellows 
and Valves for in- 
flating Well Dresses, 
Stokers Gloves, In- 
dia-Rubber Suctien 
and Delivery Hose, 
Gas-Tubing, Lea- 
ther, Indias Rubber 
and Gutta-Perehs 
Machine-Bands, Sheet and Washers for Steam Joints, 

T. BUGDEN, Manufacturer, 
79, GOSWELL ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 


GAS AND WATER PIPES, 


WILLIAM MACLEOD & Co. 
METAL MERCHANTS AND CONTRACTORS, 
18 & 20, ALSTON STREET, GLASGOW. 


CAST-IRON GAS AND WATER PIPES AND 
FURNISHINGS, 

MALLEABLE IRON TUBE FOR GAS, WATER, 
AND STEAM. 

Aarnrs ror THOMAS GLOVER & CO’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS 
DELIVERY F.0.B. ON CLYDE. 

Lists on application. 




















198 THE JQURNAL OF 





[March 11, 1878. 





TROTTER, HAINES, & CORBETT, 


BBETTELL’S, ESTATE 
FIRE CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


Manufacturers of GAS-BETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE 
FURNACE & BLAST-FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS, 
TILES, and every description of FIRE-BRICK. 
Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAYS. 


Successors to 
E. Baxzg anv Co., tate Brieetey Hitt, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


PRICE’S PATENT COKE & COAL BARROW, 


effecting a great savin 
y of time, labour, and os 
pense. 

For particulars, price, 
&c., apply to Mr. E. Price, 
Inventor and Patentee, 
Gas - Works, Hampton 
Wick, Mrppiesex. 













W. G. CANNON’S 
PATENT REGULATING GAS-COCKS. 


TO ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS, AND OTHERS. 
All Hotels, Mansions, large Houses, Schools, Churches, 


and Offices should be fitted up with W.G. CANNON’S 
PATENT GAS-REGULATING COCK, which can be in- 
in the wall, with ornamental front, to any design. 
e Plug can be taken from the barrel without cutting away 
the wall or other material where the said cocks are fixed. 
Plate 1 can be fixed in the hall, and the whole of the 
house or building can be regulated from it. Plate 2 is 
strongly recommended for ge Chandeliers, Billiard 
Lights, Sun Burners, &c. 
THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
Manufacturers and Sole Agents, LAMBETH, §.E. 


jae 8 NEWTON & SONS, 
: (Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
: SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 
Darét fer STOURBRIDGE ann NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
' and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IBON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 
LrimITEp, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS & WATER PIPES of EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 

' GAST-IRON RETORTS. 
Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 
. EXHAUSTERS, 
Lonpow Orrice: 25, Laurence Pountnry Lanz. 


The BEST FIRE-BRICKS 


Exported from the Tyne are branded ROBSON. 
Apply to W. C. Gisson, 43, Side, NewcastLe-on-TYnE. 


The CHEAPEST FIRE-BRICKS 
Exported from the Tyne are branded ROBSON. 
Apply to W. C. Grason, is, Side, NEWCASTLE-on-TYNE. 























THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIBE-BRICES, ar-~nay-2 TILES, RETOBTS, 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
' NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE, 


GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 
COLLIERY OFFICE, STOURBRIDGE. 


SCARCITY OF COALS!!! 


G. J. EVESON has on offer large quantities of CANNEL COAL and ordinary 
GAS COAL for immediate delivery to any part of England. Rates and prices 
on application. 











G. J. EVESON, 


COLLIERY OFFICE, STOURBRIDGE. 


GAS COKES TAKEN IN ANY QUANTITY IN RETURN WAGGONS, OR 
WAGGONS SPECIALLY SENT. 


THE PATENT 


“UNIVE RSAL” STEAM PUMP. 


SOLE MAKERS, 


HAYWARD, TYLER, & CO., 


84 & 85, UPPER WHITECROSS STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 


IN USE IN SOME OF 


THE PRINCIPAL GAS-WORKS IN LONDON, 
SHEFFIELD, PENISTONE, &c., 
FOR 
TAR AND AMMONIACAL LIQUORS. 
Ardwick Bridge Chemical Works, 

Manchester, Oct. 28, 1872. 
Sir,—The “ Universal” Steam Pump obtained from 
you, and which has been employed during the last six 
months pumping caustic soda at these works, still 


continues working satisfactorily.— Yours truly, 
(Signed) Perer Harr, Manager. 


B. DONKIN & CO.’S 
IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 48-inch, to be had 
on application. 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO 
SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES, 


B. DONKIN & CoO., 


GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 


BLUE ANCHOR ROAD, BERMONDSEY, 
LONDON, S8.E. 


ALFRED WILLIAMS, 
PHCGNIX FIRE-BRICK WHARF, 
64, BANKSIDE, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR FOR THE ERECTION OF GAS-WORKS, 
AND FOR THE 


SUPPLY OF RETORTS, FIRE-BRICKS, CAST-IRON MAINS, 
AND ALL MATERIALS FOR GAS MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION. 


JOSEPH AIRD, 
WELLINGTON TUBE-WORKS, 


GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON, 


STAFFORDSHIRE, 
MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
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F, & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTaBiisHED 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, AND LUSTRES FOR GAS AND CANDLES, 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS, 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE AND ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


WALTER FORD, 








159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, 
MANUFACTURER OF 
WET & DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c. 


ALSO OF 
PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, 
FOR ENSURING ANY REQUIRED CONSUMPTION. 
These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to Gas Companies 
who for many years have used them for every Lamp. 


GEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mz. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves, 
STATION GOVERNORS—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 


BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. 
N.B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 
verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 
pamphlet refers.””—_Artizan. 











gee dh ews BEALE’S CONTINUOUSLY ACTING 
GAS EXHAUSTERS 


GAS EXHAUSTER, 
ARE NOW MANUFACTURED BY 


B. DONEIN & CO. 


Mr. J. Beatz, of East Greenwich, having retired from business, 
has made an arrangement with B. DONKIN & CO. for the sole 
manufacture of his Patent Solid-Slide Gas Exhausters. 

B. D. & Co, also make Steam-Engines to drive Gas Exhausters 
direct or otherwise. 


Estimates and Prices on application to 
B. DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS & IRONFOUNDERS, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, &.E. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
DEFRIES &S& SON SBS, 


J. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU CHANDELIERS, IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN 
LIGHTS, AND THE PATENT CRYSTAL ILLUMINATION; 
Vestibules, Iron Barrel, Composition Tubing, Dry & Wet Meters, & Gas-Fittings 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
WORKS: LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 



















INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 1872, CLASS 12. 
REGISTERED DESIGNS. . Special Designs 
E pared in Derfet 
@ Ws | ae ne wo with are 
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4 chitectural arrange- 
@ ments. Estimates 

ie ad rue 

; ng an ing 

3; of Theatres, Music 
Halls, and Public 
or Private Buildings 
with Gas. 


WLVHODIO & 
Ynund » 


sgnotlyy, 


Gas Moons 
of the newest designs, 


The Patent Gas- 


Pattern - Books of 

Gas-Fittings, Crystal 

¢ and Ormolu Chande- 

liers for 1873, are now 
complete. 


City Show-Booms and Manufactory, 147, HOUNDSDITCH, LONDON, 


EsTaBLisHED 1830, 


‘1 sea oyaeene 
WN 
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SCOTCH CANNEL COALS. 


The Subscri! ontract for the supply of 
all the p Coats. Prices and 
Analyses of be fotWarded on appli- 
cation, . 


EET 


BURGE. 


coat tthea'e EROHANTS. 
%, LANCASTER a4 STHAND, LORRON, W.C. 


CAN 












SOLE VENDORS FOR 


LONDON & THE SOUTHERN (QUNTIES 
WIGAN COAL AND GANNEL, 


From the Mines of 
INGE HALL COAL & (ANNEL 
pA xD , tet, 
Messrs. W. H. BRANCKER & Co. 





POLKEMMET CANNEL 


Yields 13,900 cubic feet of 89 Candle Gas per ton. 


RIGSIDE CANNEL 


Yields 11,732 cubic feet of 35°31 Cannel Gas per ton, 








Fortheseorany other first-class Scotch Cannel,apply to 


ROBERT MARSHALL, 


CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
173, ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW. 


OPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL— 

We have now the authority of several of the most 

t Gas Engi s of London in stating that our Coal 

yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet of gas, 

with an illuminating power of 16 candles; or by the 

standard burners now used by the London Gas Companies, 
* an illuminating power equal to 174 candles. 

One ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal can 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 

For further particulars, apply to Pork anp Pxanson, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near Lxxps. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
= power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of shipment, 
emyss. 
Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wu. Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Free. 


THE 


HUCKNALL COLLIERY COMPANY 














Can offer a CANNEL COAL yielding a large quanti’ 
Fy of Gas of superior ai ay ¥ ¥ 
Prices and information on application to the Hvogware 
Couisay Company, Huck Prorkatd Gullieries pat 


NorTrincHaM, 


CANNEL COAL, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to < ap sok quann Pa od Sompenee to the 


CANNEL FOR GAS: ARTES PURPOSES. 

This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron retorts, 
9200 cubic feet of 32-ean vel = and" ards of 11 cwt. 
of coke, and in clay rétotts produce 11,500 cubic feet 
of 25°9-candle gas. wig 

Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah's Quay. 
Waggons wuppet for delivery by railway to any part 
England or es 

For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 
The Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fimvrsuree. 


XIDE OF I80 K-— 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOB OCHRE, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most extene 
sive Gas Companies, and which has given entire satisfaction. 
FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


PATENT RIBBED RETORTS, 

which are strongly recommended for their additional 
efficiency and durability, are now in use at above 150 
Gas-Works. 

Illustrated circular, with numerous testimonials, will be 
forwarded on application to the Inventor and Patentee, 

A. C. FRASER, 
Patent Gas Company, Gas-Works, Barnet, Herts. 


BrIetLeEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DUBHAM. 














Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works, 
Warehouse in London for Cast-Iron Pipes and Con- 
nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Agent in London, Mr, J, Manwanine, 10] Cannon 





Street EC, 
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~UNVARVING WATERLINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT) 








“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 90,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


“WET” & “DRY” GAS-METERS 


F of the highest excellence. 
STATION -METERS AN D GOVERNORS, 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS. 
TESTING APPARATUS 
of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 








HANDBOOKS by F. W. HARTLEY:— 


“ PHOTOMETRY,” 2s. 1d., post paid; “THE ESTIMATION OF AMMONIA AND SULPHUR IN GAS,” 2s. 1d., post paid; 
“ GAS-METER TESTING UNDER THE SALES OF GAS ACT,” &c. (Second edition out of print), Third Edition, enlarged 
and illustrated, will be shortly published under the title of “GAS MEASUREMENT AND GAS-METER TESTING.” 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 


mmwoom RR, LAIDLAW & SON, 














GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, — 
Iron-Works ‘and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, 


) Manufacturers of GASOMETERS & GAS APPARATUS of EVERY DESCRIPTION ; CAST: 
[RON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY; 
= [RON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, & GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, & CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, 
\ &e.; WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS 
(Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
&e.; GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS of every 
description; LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


eseee® London Address: 106, CANNON STREET, E.O. 


—— 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 


Invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to any 
in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without being 


duly registered. 
7 MANUFACTURERS OF 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES ‘much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER, TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING, 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings —65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Charch and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern-Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s, 
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London: Printed by Wituram Boveuton Kine (at the office of Clayton and Co., 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street); and published by him at No, }1, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
in the City of London,—Tuesday, March 11, 1873, 
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